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PREFACE.

The Publishers of “Men of Progress” have endeavored to supply a biography of the men
who are active at the present time in the affairs of the state, and who are conspicuous

for the part they play in the progress of the day. It has been a laborious and difficult task
to interest some men of this character in the work. In such cases the publishers have
supplied the data from sources accessible to them. If omissions are found of persons
entitled to appear in this work, either on account of inefficient canvass or indifference of
such persons, further editions may be printed with the omissions supplied, if there appears
to be any demand for such.
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HISTORY OF WISCONSIN.
9
HISTORY OF WISCONSIN.

The history of Wisconsin's existence as a state, which will be formally celebrated in

1898, compasses a period of only fifty years; yet there are aspects in which Wisconsin

is not new. Geologists teach that the Laurentian formation, comprising the northern
portion of her domain, is the oldest land in the world. Jean Nicolet, Champlain's explorer
and ambassador to the Winnebagoes, came within the borders of Wisconsin in 1634.

This was the fourteenth year after the Mayflower discharged her cargo of Pilgrims at
Plymouth Rock. Beginning thus almost coevally with New England to be a theater of
operations for the white man, Wisconsin had a long and picturesque career as a part

of New France, then as a part of English province of Quebec, and then as a part of the
expansive domain nominally attached to Virginia, which, when ceded to the United States
by the Old Dominion, was erected into the Northwest Territory. But for the brilliant victory
of Gen. George Rogers Clark and Vincennes in 1778, the tactical importance of which
has until lately been generally overlooked, the vast tract of country from Lake Huron to the
Mississippi might not have been conceded to the United States by the treaty of Versailles
and Paris in 1783. Under the American flag, Wisconsin was successively attached to

the territories of Indiana, lllinois and Michigan, prior to the year 1836, at which time she
entered upon the independent territorial existence that culminated when she was admitted
to statehood in 1848.

The people of the young republic did not at first appreciate her richness of their heritage
in these parts, and were slow to take possession. England gave up her hold reluctantly,
prolonging her influence through adroit dealings with the Indian tribes for some time after
she had equitably lost her rights. She held military occupation of the Fox and Wisconsin
waterway—the great commercial highway between the lakes and the Mississippi—as
late as 1815. It was in the following year that garrisons of United States troops were
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established at Fort Howard and Fort Crawford, and that Wisconsin began to be exploited
in the interest of Astor's American Fur company. Meantime, in the southern part of the
territory, miners were making their way into the lead region.

The physical characteristics of Wisconsin peculiarly fit it to support in comfort and wealth
a large population. It is a land rich in varied natural resources, situated in the heart of

a continent, and yet in two directions a gateway to the sea. Three hundred miles in

length from north to south, and 250 miles in width, its area, exclusive of water surface, is
estimated at 54,450 square miles. Geologists describe it as a swell of land between three
notable depressions—the basins of Lake Michigan, Lake Superior and the Mississippi.

Its lake-shore line exceeds 500 miles. Its highest summits rise little more than 1,200 feet
above its lowest surfaces. The waters of Lake Michigan lap its eastern boundary at an
altitude of about 578 feet above the level of the sea. There are few abrupt elevations. The
highest general level is within 30 miles of Lake Superior. A remarkable diagonal valley,
occupied by Green bay and the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, traverses the state from cast
to west, not far from the center. The ice of the glacial period, which invaded the eastern
and northern portions of the state, eroded the basin of Lake Winnebago and the valley
10 of the Rock river, besides forming the depressions now occupied by 2,000 or more
minor lakes in the northern and eastern portions of the state, and piling up the chain of
drift hills extending obliquely from Kewaunee county to the lllinois line, known as the Kettle
range. In the order of their dominance, the characteristic geological formations of the
state, in addition to the Laurentian and granitic rocks, are the Potsdam sandstone, the
Niagara limestone, the copper-bearing series, the Trenton and Galena limestone, the
lower magnesian limestone, the St. Peter's sandstone, the Huronian iron-bearing series,
the Cincinnati shale and Hamilton cement rock, the latter cropping out in a tract reaching
from the Milwaukee river to the lake shore, immediately north of Milwaukee.

The soils of Wisconsin are varied, but for the most part highly fertile and easily tilled. The
greater part of the state was originally covered by forests, but the early settlers in the south
and west found considerable areas of prairie, interspersed with woodland. Oaks, poplars
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and hickories were the prevalent trees of this region. Along the eastern border was an
extensive tract of heavy timber—maple, elm and ash. The northern part of the state was
unbroken forest—pine, hemlock, spruce and hardwoods. Many large water-powers exist
in different portions of the state. The climate of Wisconsin is temperate and healthful,
with summers warm and diversified by light rains and clear skies, and winters somewhat
severe, but relatively dry and stimulating. The mean summer temperature varies from 70
degrees in the south to 60 in the north; the mean winter temperature from 25 degrees to
15 degrees.

Wisconsin in the days of Indian occupation was a land of plenty abounding in game. Its
lakes and streams teemed with fish. It was famous for its wild rice, which the natives
prized as an article of food. That its aboriginal inhabitants were above the lowest plane

of savagery is indicated by the monuments of the mound builders, and the copper
implements which they contain. Testimony to the same effect is borne by Jonathan Carver,
the first Anglo-Saxon explorer of the region, who says, describing “the great town of

the Saukies,” on the Wisconsin river, which he visited in 1766: “This is the largest and
best built Indian town | ever saw. It contains about ninety houses, each large enough for
several travelers. These are built of hewn plank, neatly joined, and covered with bark

so completely as to keep out the most penetrating rains. Before the doors are placed
comfortable sheds, in which the inhabitants sit, when the weather will permit, and smoke
their pipes. The streets are regular and spacious, so that it appears more like a civilized
town than the abode of savages. The land near the town is very good. In their plantations,
which lie adjacent to their houses, and which are neatly laid out, they raise great quantities
of Indian corn, beans, melons, etc.”

Two hardy voyageurs. Radisson and Groseilliers, following in the footsteps of Nicolet,
spent the winter of 1654 with the Pottawatomies in the vicinity of Green Bay, and
subsequently made extensive explorations in Wisconsin, the result of which they
communicated to King Charles Il., in the interest of the English fur trade. Pere Réne
Ménard. The first of the Jesuit missionaries to enter Wisconsin, perished in the wilderness
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of the Lake Superior region, in 1660. Pere Claude Allouez, another of the followers of
Loyola, five years later founded the mission of La Point du Saint Esprit on Chequamegon
bay, and afterward the mission of St. Francis Xavier on Green bay. In 1673 Pere
Marquette and Louis Toilet traversed the Fox and Wisconsin waterway and discovered
the Mississippi. La Salle, du L'Hut, Hennepin and Le Sueur were in Wisconsin between
1679 and 1683. Nicholas Perrot, the interpreter and coureur du bois, passed through

the Wisconsin waterway in 1685, building forts, so called, and establishing trading posts
near the confluence of the Wisconsin and Mississippi and at other points, and testing

the lead mines opposite 11 Dubuque. As a consequence of his investigations, miners
from France began to work in the lead region in 1699. Hostilities between the French and
the Fox and Sac Indians began soon after the opening of the eighteenth century, and
several bloody battles were fought on Wisconsin soil, in which the Indians were generally
defeated with great slaughter. Charles de Langlade, who after Pontiac's ware permanently
established himself at Green Bay, becoming the first white settler of Wisconsin led a force
of Wisconsin Indians against the English and the american colonists on the occasion

of Braddock's defeat. English troops garrisoned the fort at Green Bay in 1761. Jacques
Vieau, as agent of the Northwest company, established trading posts at Kewaunee,
Manitowoc, Sheboygan and Milwaukee in 1795. Milwaukee had at this time been a seat of
trade between the whites and the Indians for more than thirty years. In 1807, Gen. William
Henry Harrison, as governor of Indiana, made a treaty at St. Louis with the Sacs and
Foxes by which the Indian title to the lands in the Wisconsin lead region was abandoned.
A nw treaty, confirming that of 1804, was made in 1816, and the United States began

the erection of Fort Crawford at Prairie du Chien, and fort Howard at Green Bay. In 1828
Fort Winnebago was constructed at the portage between the fox and Wisconsin. In 1832
came the Black Hawk war, in which 1,000 Indians, under the Sac chief of the name, who
had refused to moved across the Mississippi in accordance with a treaty stipulation, were
pursued by a force of about twice as many whites—militia and regulars—under Gen
Atkinson, and, after two general engagements, dispersed with heavy loss. Black Hawk
sought refuge among the Winnebagoes, but was surrendered for a reward. Abraham
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Lincoln served as a militia captain in this war. Col. Dodge performed energetic work in the
campaign which gave him great prestige among the settlers. Heretofore the people who
come to Wisconsin had been fur-traders and lead-miners. The Black Hawk war disclosed
the agricultural possibilities of the region, and attracted farmers, lumbermen and land
speculators.

In April, 1836, when President Andrew Jackson appointed Henry Dodge as the first
governor of the territory of Wisconsin, the number of inhabitants within what now constitute
the limits of the state was 11,683. There are few wards in the city of Milwaukee which do
not contain a larger population than that to-day. Half of the people in the territory were in
lowa county, engaged principally in lead-mining. In all Milwaukee county, which at that
time reached from Lake Michigan to where madison now stands, and from the lllinois
border to what is now the north line of Washington county, the number of inhabitants

was only 2,893. Immigration had until that time come chiefly from the south, entering

the territory by way of the Mississippi river. The tidal wave of humanity from Ohio, New
York and New England, which approached by way of the great lakes, had just begun to
move. In 1840 the population of the territory had increased to 30,000, and seven years
later, when the convention assembled which framed the state constitution, it was 210.546.
Nearly 100,000 more poured in during the following two years. Such an influx of people
into a new country—not due to the feverish excitement of gold-mining, but to the sober
desire to found homes and engage in the steady pursuits of farming, lumbering and
ordinary business—is without a parallel in modern history. The early immigrants had been
Americans, but in 184 Irish and Germans came in numbers, and not long subsequent to
that time Scandinavians began too appear, forecasting the composite character which was
thereafter to distinguish the population of Wisconsin.

The energy of the first comers showed itself in various enterprises of internal improvement,
which held forth promise of the early development of the great natural resources of the
state and of opportunities of wealth for all 12 who should cast their lot in Wisconsin.

As early as 1829 there were efforts to secure government aid for the improvement of
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the fox and Wisconsin waterway. The milwaukee and Rock river canal, was projected
with a view of affording slack-water navigation between Milwaukee and the Mississippi,
was planned in 1836, and begun in 1842 by the construction of a dam and water-power
which laid the foundation of Milwaukee's manufactures. The work was undertaken by a
company chartered by the legislature and aided by a valuable grant of land form congress.
When the enterprise was finally abandoned, a large part of the proceeds of the land was
used to pay the expenses of the convention which framed the constitution of the state.
Later state and federal aid were obtained for the Fox and Wisconsin improvement, and
millions were expended upon the work, without adequate results, it must be admitted,
though both of these unsuccessful enterprises attracted attention to the state helped to
hasten its settlement. Harbor improvements were pushed with great spirit at Milwaukee
and other ports, and an important lake carrying trade was early established. Railroad
projects were numerous as early as 1836, but means for their consummation were
unattainable prior to the era of statehood. The Milwaukee & Waukesha Railway company,
the name of which was changed to the Milwaukee &Mississippi, secured a charter from
the legislative assembly in 1847, and broke ground for the first railway in Wisconsin

in the fall of 1849. The first railway train over its road carried an excursion party from
Milwaukee to Waukesha in February, 1851. This road is now a part of the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul system. The beginning of railroad building in Wisconsin illustrated
the magnificent public spirit of the people of the state. All classes of the community, in

the sections in which the lines were built, subscribed for stock, and, cash being scarce,
stock subscriptions were paid in many cases by service and by furnishing supplies. “For
one entire year,” says a chronicler who was prominent in the building of the pioneer
railway referred to above, “the grading was paid for the orders drawn upon the merchants,
payable in goods—by carts from wagon-makers by harness from harness-makers, by
cattle, horses, beef, pork oats, corn, potatoes and flour from the farmers—all received

on account of stock subscriptions, and turned over to the contractors in payment for

work done upon the road,” When cash was needed to buy rails, farmers volunteered to
mortgage their farms to procure it. At first these mortgages were difficult to negotiate.
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The emergency was met by the city of Milwaukee, which issued municipal bonds to the
amount of $234,000, that were sold at par, enabling the rails to be purchased for the
ironing of the road from Milwaukee to Whitewater. By 1856 the road was completed to

the Mississippi river. Subsequently there were disagreeable experiences growing out

of the willingness of farmers to burden their homes, and of cities to incur debt in aid of
railway enterprises managed by unscrupulous or incompetent men. But had it not been

for the noble enthusiasm which prompted these sacrifices in the first place. Wisconsin's
development would have been a plant of slower growth. The most shameful legislative
scandal in the history of the state grew out of the struggle between rival corporations to
secure valuable grants of land made by congress in 1856 to encourage the building of
railways in the northern part of Wisconsin. Wholesale bribery of members of the legislature
and other influential persons was resorted to in the effort to secure the grants, and a
special joint committee appointed two years later to investigate the affair reported that “the
managers of the Crosse &Milwaukee Railroad company have been guilty of numerous and
unparalleled acts of mismanagement. gross violations of duty, fraud and plunder.” There
are to-day 6,300 miles of railroad in operation in Wisconsin.

The first banks in Wisconsin, as in other parts of the west, were swindling enterprises
13 which directed public suspicion and resentment against the banking business in
general. So inimical was the feelings that at several sessions of the territorial legislature
there was appended to every bill granting a charter a proviso that “nothing in this bill
shall be construed as authorizing the corporation to transact the business of banking.”
The Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance company, organized in the spring of 1839,
with its office at Milwaukee, and managed by Alexander Mitchell, evaded the restriction
in its charter, issuing certificates of deposit redeemable on demand for sums of $1

and upward, which passed into circulation as currency, and which for many years,
backed by the well-known integrity and business capacity of Mr. Mitchell, supplied the
community with a reliable circulating medium. The first constitutional convention submitted
a draft of a constitution containing an article making banking unlawful in Wisconsin,
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and expressly providing that the legislature should not have power to confer upon any
person or institution any banking privilege. The proposed constitution was rejected at the
polls, and the constitution under which the state was subsequently admitted to the Union
conferred upon the legislature the power to pass banking laws which, however, could not
become operative without the sanction of a popular vote. In 1852 the legislature passed
a general banking law which received the approval of a majority of the people at the polls
and became operative in the following year.

Wisconsin's strenuous opposition to the enforcement of the fugitive slave law was one of
the factors in straining the tension between the north and the south, that culminated in the
civil war. Wisconsin clothed the negro with suffrage in 1849. Wisconsin men performed a
conspicuous part in organizing the Republican party. Wisconsin men also bore a leading
part in the granger movement, so called, in 1873, and passed the first law upheld by the
supreme court of the united States under which, with certain limitations, the rates charged
by railway corporations were held to be subject to control by the states to whose laws such
corporations owe their existence.

Wisconsin furnished to the Federal army during the war of the rebellion upward of 90,000
men, and her list of dead in that war reached nearly 11,000. The amount expended by
the state authorities and the people of the several counties and towns to support the
government in carrying on the war was nearly $12,000,000.

The period since the war has withessed marvelous progress in the development of
Wisconsin, one indication of which is furnished by the expansion of her cities. Milwaukee
from a place of 50,000 inhabitants, has grown to be a metropolis of 265,000. There are
fifteen cities of 10,000 or upward, with six of 20,000 or upward, including Milwaukee. The
tide of immigration has not yet ceased to flow, and in now rapidly developing the northern
part of the state. In 1840 the density of population in Wisconsin was represented by the
fraction of half a man for each square mile; in 1850 there were 5.61 inhabitants for each
square mile; in 1860, 14.25; in 1870, 19.37; in 1880, 24.16; in 1890, 30.98, and in 1895,
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35.59. The population of Wisconsin according to the official enumeration of 1895 was
1,937,195.

Wisconsin's output of manufactured lumber for 1895, the last year for which official
statistics are available, was valued at $34,500,000. Her output of other great staple
manufactures in the same year was as follows: Flour, $23,700,000; iron, $22,900,000;
wood, $19,200,000; leather, $18,700,000; beer, $17,000,000; paper, $6,200,000; wagons,
carriages and sleighs, $5,300,00; cigars and other manufactured tobacco, $3,900,000;
woolen fabrics, $2,550,000. The aggregate value of her manufacturing establishments and
their products listed in the state census of that year was $370,000,000, ad the number of
men to which they gave employment was 118,117, indicating a growth of nearly 100 per
cent, in 14 Wisconsin's manufacture during the decade beginning with 1885.

The number of farms in Wisconsin was 136,108 in 1885, and 150,801 in 1895. The

total value of the farms in 1895 was $488,754,000, exclusive of farm implements

valued at $12,000,000. Here are significant statistics showing the amount and value of
Wisconsin's leading farm products for the year 1895: Rutter, 74,600,000 pounds, valued

at $12,310,000; cheese, 52,400,000 pounds, valued at $4,000,000; hay, 2,500,000 tons,
valued at $15,800,000; oats, 61,900,000 bushels, valued at $16,783,000; corn, 26,600,000
bushels, valued at $10,000,000; barley, 13,700,000 bushels, valued at $6,600,000;
potatoes, 10,700,000 bushels, valued at $5,000,000; wheat, 8,500,000 bushels, valued

at $4,223,000. Ten years earlier the wheat production of Wisconsin was 21,000,000
bushels, valued at $4,200,000. The butter product of 1885 was less than half in quantity
and value what it was in 1895. Wisconsin agriculturists have found it profitable to go out

of the primitive occupation of grain-raising, to some extent, and to devote their energies

to the more remunerative industry of dairy farming. The number of cattle and calves
owned in Wisconsin in 1895 was 1,500,000; the number slaughtered in that year was
366,000, valued at $5,000,000. The hog crop of 1895 in Wisconsin amounted to 1,182,000
head, valued at $10,900,000. The sheep and lambs on hand at the close of the year
numbered 1,500,000, of the value of $2,200,000; the number slaughtered, 490,000, valued
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at $979,000. There were 525,600 horses and mules, valued at $21,600,000. The farmers
of Wisconsin were leaders in the use of agricultural machinery, which has done so much
to lighten human toil and lower the price of bread. The lumber industry, which has long
occupied a position in the foreground of Wisconsin's sources of wealth, will dwindle in
relative importance, and a time must come when her forests of pine will be exhausted, but
a new industry of illimitable possibilities has developed in the northern part of the state.
As a producer of iron ore, Wisconsin, in the census of 1890, stood fifth among the states,
her output being nearly 1,000,000 tons, valued at $2,000,000. The aggregate value of her
mineral products in that year was $10,000,000, and in that respect she ranked thirteenth
of all the states of the Union. The assessed valuation of real and personal property in
Wisconsin is $600,000,000, being equal to upward of $300 per capita. The real valuation is
probably twice as large.

The figures thus arrayed illustrate the material side of Wisconsin's growth. They may well
be supplemented with statistics illustrative of the intellectual and moral side. Congress
by law set apart the sixteenth section of every township in the state for the support of the
common schools. The school sections comprised nearly 1,00,000 acres, including some
of the best lands in the state, and the proceeds of the sales of these lands constitute a
permanent fund, the income of which is annually devoted to the purpose of the grant.
The state by constitutional provisions and subsequent legislation added generously to
this magnificent foundation. There are 6,000 free common schools in Wisconsin, and
150 free high schools, to say nothing of numerous private and denominational schools
and of the thirty-six private institutions of higher learning. The public school system gives
employment to 12,000 teachers, and is crowned by a system of state normal schools
and a state university of the first rank, with 1,600 students. The state normal schools,
seven in number, have had enrolled during the past year adult professional students to
the number of 2,894. No other state has a system of normal schools equal in all respects
to that of Wisconsin. The state institutions for the education of the blind and the deaf, and
for the care of the insane and other dependent and defective classes, and the Wisconsin
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Veteran's Home, are among the evidence of an enlightened benevolence beyond

what was known in Greece or Rome. There are forty-four 15 free circulating libraries

in Wisconsin, headed by the Milwaukee public library, which contains 90,000 volumes.
There is also a system of free district school libraries throughout the state. The library

of the Wisconsin State Historical society, an institution supported by state patronage,
contains 184,000 books and pamphlets, and is one of the most important collections

of its kind in the United States. Since 1895 the state has maintained a commission to
furnish encouragement and information to communities establishing free libraries. A

free public museum is maintained by the city of Milwaukee, which also contains a free
art gallery erected and supported by he munificence of a private citizen, Mr. Frederick
Layton. The newspaper press of Wisconsin affords by its extent and character another
index to the intelligence of the people. The first Wisconsin newspaper was The Green
Bay Intelligencer, started in 1833. The Milwaukee Advertiser, the nucleus of The Evening
Wisconsin, was the first newspaper in Milwaukee and the third in the state, beginning its
career in June, 1836. To-day the newspaper press of Wisconsin comprises 64 dailies
and 475 weeklies. No other community in the Union is better served with current news
and comment than the people of Wisconsin. There are 3,722 religious organizations in
Wisconsin, and 3,286 houses of worship. The value of the church property is $14,500,000.

Wisconsin is to-day is a state of 2,000,000 inhabitants. There was a time when the major
portion of its settlers were people from foreign lands. Never on such a scale and so
satisfactorily has the doctrine of the brotherhood of man been more grandly vindicated
than in this great and flourishing and happy state. Wisconsin's population is rapidly
becoming American, by reason of the increase of the native-born inhabitants as compared
with the number of residents of foreign birth. The American-born are now to the foreign-
born in the ratio of 7 to 3, the total of foreign-born, according to the census of 1895, being
523,877, while the total of American-born residents of the state in the same year was
1,414,038.
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There are represented in this book of five hundred biographical sketches of Wisconsin's
Men of Progress, natives of Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois, Michigan, lowa, Indiana,

Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire,
Connecticut, Maine, Rhode Island, Maryland, Washington D. C., Kentucky, Virginia,
Mississippi, Canada, New Brunswick, Mexico, England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Prussia,
Austria, Bohemia, Hungary, Saxony, Holland, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Switzerland and
Germany.

In the panoramic vista of Wisconsin's past, during the periods of Indian and French
occupation, there is much that is worthy of contemplation; yet it is a striking fact that the
social, political and commercial institutions of the existing commonwealth of Wisconsin
have no roots in the history of the territory west of the great lakes when it was a part

of New France. Wisconsin's civilization is not French, but Anglo-Saxon. The tide of
immigration which followed the Black Hawk war of 1832, and which has not yet ceased
to flow, brought here people who were to begin a new era and make the vital history of
the state. There are still living, in hale and cheerful age, some of the men and women
who came to Wisconsin when it was a women who and who contributed by their toil and
fore-thought to the conditions which have brought forth an empire. Others who have
contributed in an important degree to the glowing result are later arrivals, many of them
natives of the state. The experiences of such men include much that is of general interest.
Biography is sublimated history, and it is a task not unworthy the historian to preserve
for the information of students who shall come hereafter some record of the lives of
Wisconsin's Men of Progress.

17
MEN OF PROGRESS.

SCOFIELD, Edward, governor of Wisconsin, was born in Clearfield, Clearfield county,
Pennsylvania, March 28th, 1842, and is the son of Isaac Scofield, who was a native of
Virginia of English descent, and of Jane E. Collins Scofield, a native of Pennsylvania, of
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Irish ancestry. Isaac Scofield, the father, was by occupation a farmer and lumberman, and
Edward during his boyhood assisted in these occupations, when not attending the district
school. After leaving the district school, he was for a short time a student in Clearfield
Academy. At the early age of thirteen, however, he became an apprentice to the printer's
trade. This employment not only gave him a trade, but opened to him a vast field of
information, and thus supplied in a measure the deficiencies in his school privileges. He
served in this capacity for three years, receiving only his board and clothing. At the end

of his apprenticeship he went to work on The Brookville (Pa.) Jeffersonian, at an annual
salary of $100 and board. Here he remained until April, 1861, when, in response to the
president's call for troops to put down the rebellion, he enlisted, and became a private

in the Eleventh regiment of the Pennsylvania infantry. This regiment became a part of

the Army of the Potomac, and served all through its campaign. Young Scofield soon
showed that he was formed to command men and was rapidly promoted, “for meritorious
service,” to lieutenant, and then to captain, the latter for gallantry on the sanguinary field of
Gettysburg. At the battle of the Wilderness, May 5th 1864, he was captured by the enemy,
and, during ten months thereafter, he had an experience in twelve rebel prisons, which
came near ending in life. When released his term of service had long before expired, and
broken

EDWARD SCOFIELD.

in health, he returned home to find awaiting him there a commission as major. Thus at the
age of only twenty-three he had risen from private to major, and had had an experience of
war such as the history of few men recounts.

At the close of the war, when he had regained his strength, he joined a party of civil
engineers who were locating a railroad in the Allegheny Valley. In this employment, as in
all preceding it, he demonstrated his ability to advance, and though he began as chairman
he ended as transit man. In the fall of 1868 he came to Chicago, and there formed the
acquaintance to Finn Hall, a lumberman of Oconto, Wisconsin, and accepted the position
of foreman in his Oconto mill. This may be said to have been the beginning of his fortune.
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He filled the position of foreman in that mill 18 for eight years, and became master of
every detail of the lumbering business. He had saved his salary and when he abandoned
his position in the mill he had money with which to begin business for himself, which he
conducted in Oconto from 1876 to 1881, when he became connected with the Marinette
Saw Mill company as superintendent. This position he held until 1890, when he formed

a partnership with Geo. R. Arnold, under the firm name of Edward Scofield & Co. Four
years later the firm became the Scofield & Arnold Lumber company, with Major Scofield
as president, Geo. |. Scofield as vice-president and Geo. R. Arnold as secretary and
treasurer. The company manufactures some thirty million feet of finished lumber annually.
The major is also financially interested in the lumber firm of McElwer & Co.

He is a thorough Republican, but not a partisan in the offensive sense. He was

elected state senator from the First district in 1887. In 1894 he was the choice of many
Republicans for governor, but the state convention gave the nomination to Major

Upham, and he was elected by a large majority. In 1896, Governor Upham declined a
renomination, and Major Scofield was nominated, after a spirited contest in the convention.
He was elected by a vote of 264,814 to 169,253 for his Democratic opponent, Mr.
Silverthorn, and was inaugurated in January, 1897.

Governor Scofield was married, in 1870, to Miss Agnes Potter of Oconto. Two sons—
George |. and Paul D.—and a daughter, Julia, have been born to them. The sons have
reached man's estate, and are associated with their father, but the daughter died in
childhood.

Governor Scofield is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, and of the military
order of the Loyal Legion.

As a soldier and a civilian he has shown abilities of a high order, both for command and for
business, and a conscientious regard for the discharge of every duty laid upon him in the
various offices he has held.
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SPOONER, John Colt, whose career in the United States senate has been alike creditable
to himself and of exceptional service to the state, was born in Lawrenceburg, Dearborn
county, Ind., on the 6th day of January, 1843. His father, Philip Spooner, distinguished

as a lawyer of profound learning and a judge whose judicial ability and integrity were
recognized of all with whom he came in contact, was a native of New Bedford and

of English descent, his ancestors coming from the region of Colchester, England, to
Massachusetts in 1637. His mother's name was Coit, and she was descended from a
Welsh family that settled in New England several generations ago, was distinguished,

as most of those of that nativity are, for intellectual ability and courage of thought and
action. The Spooners were actively identified with the early history of the country, entering
with zeal and intelligence into all the civil and military struggles out of which came the fair
fabric of civil and religious liberty, theretofore unseen of men and scarcely embodied in the
visions of philosophers or poets. Philip Spooner, the great-grandfather of the subject of
this sketch, and his brother were in the fight at Lexington, and both rendered distinguished
and most valuable service in the revolutionary conflicts. The maternal great grandfather,
Samuel Coit, was also an officer in the revolutionary army, a man of exceptional courage
and prowess, who in the formation of the civil institutions of New England wielded the
influence which men of positive nature always exert, especially in all formative periods.
The Spooners and Coits were also prominent in the war of 1812-1814, and in then
Mexican War. Benjamin Spooner, an uncle of John C., not only rendered brilliant service
in the Mexican war, but recruited the first regiment that was mustered into the service
from Indiana against the rebellion. He was subsequently appointed United States marshal
for the district of Indiana, and had much to do with hunting out the Knights of the Golden
Circle and other secret treasonable organizations against the 19 peace and integrity of
the country. In this position he incurred no little personal danger and rendered his country
most valuable service. His final commission as marshal was the last paper signed by
President Lincoln before his cowardly assassination.
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Judge Spooner removed with his family to Madison, Wis., in June, 1859, where he spent
the remainder of his life in the practice of his profession, establishing a reputation for

legal acumen, which is largely inherited by his distinguished son. John C. completed his
preparation for college in the schools of Madison, and entered the University of Wisconsin
in 1860 at the age of seventeen, becoming at once a leader of his class and graduating
with honor in 1864. Scarcely had he closed his university course, when, with the blood

of a long line of patriotic ancestors tingling in his youthful veins, he enlisted as a private

in Company D, Fortieth regiment of Wisconsin infantry, which was largely recruited from
students and teachers of Wisconsin colleges and other institutions of learning. At the end
of a hundred days' service he re-enlisted for three years, or “during the war,” as captain of
Company A, Fiftieth regiment, and was detailed to Fort Leavenworth and later to the far
northwest to prevent outbreaks of the Indians. This was, in many respects, a disagreeable
service, without the stimulus which the young men of the nation found in the marches

and battles for the preservation of the Union; but the duties of this frontier service were
performed with that energy and fidelity which has characterized all his public life; and,
when at the close of the war he was mustered out, it was with the rank of brevet-major,
and a record for faithful, efficient discharge of duty of which many older soldier might well
be proud.

At the close of his military service he was appointed military and private secretary of Gov.
Fairchild, and, at the same time, he began to study of law under the direction of his father,
and was admitted to the bar in 1867. The following year, so thorough had been his

JOHN COIT SPOONER.

studies, so comprehensive his knowledge of the principles of the law and so mature

his judgment, that he was appointed assistant attorney-general to Charles R. Gill, and
subsequently to S. S. Barlow; and so faithfully and with such ability did he discharge the
duties of this position that he rapidly acquired a reputation as a lawyer which soon became
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as wide as the state and gave prophecy of the distinction which he has since attained in
the profession.

In 1870 he removed to Hudson, Wis., where he engaged his legal practice; speedily
acquiring an extensive and varied business, and enhancing his reputation as a profound,
careful and resourceful lawyer. In 1872, while still under thirty years of age, he was elected
a member of the lower house of the state legislature, and in this body he, at once, took first
rank as a legislator, discharging every duty of the position with that fidelity, discrimination
and wisdom which had characterized him in every place to which he had been called.

In 1882 he received appointment as regent of his alma matter, the state university, a
position 20 for which he was admirably fitted, and in which he rendered the cause of
higher education signal and lasting service. This place he held for three years, or until
other and wider duties compelled its relinquishment.

It was an evidence of the intellectual and professional growth of this young man that, as
the end of the term of the Hon. Angus Cameron in the United States senate approached,
March 4, 1885, the attention of many was turned to Mr. Spooner as a fitting successor to
Mr. Cameron in this high and most honorable office. Other men of great ability were very
properly ambitious of the Republican nomination for this position, but the contest narrowed
to him and ex-Gov. Fairchild in the governor's office. The contest was a friendly one, alike
honorable to both, and for some time very much in doubt as to the result; but as the time
for nomination drew near it became apparent that the supporters of the younger man were
in the ascendant, and he received the nomination by a handsome majority, and was duly
elected January 28, 1885, receiving seventy-six votes to forty-eight for his Democratic
competitor. It is greatly to the credit of the contestants for the Republican nomination

that the rivalry created no personal hostility, and no one more heartily congratulated Mr.
Spooner on his nomination and election than Gov. Fairchild. This fact is worthy of mention
as showing that while Mr. Spooner is a man of positive views, of strong character and a
worthy ambition, he can take part in a personal or political contest without personal rancor
and without engendering personal animosities. Mr. Spooner entered the senate in 1885, at
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the age of forty-two, served the full term of six years, and was succeeded by Wm. F. Vilas,
the Democrats having obtained control of the legislature of 1891.

In 1892 Senator Spooner received the Republican nomination for governor, and though he
greatly reduced the Democratic majority of 1890, he was defeated.

Though one of the youngest men who ever attained a seat in the senate, he at once,
though without unduly obtruding himself, attracted the attention of his colleagues and that
of the whole country by the industry, intelligence and wisdom which he displayed in the
discharge of his varied and responsible duties; and ere his term was half gone he had
won for himself a position in debate and in the higher planes of legislation second to that
of few, if any, in that body. His committee positions showed the estimation in which he
was held by his fellow senators—he was chairman of the committee on claims and survey
and a member of the judiciary committee and the committee on the District of Columbia;
and some of the most effective and valuable work ever done on those committees was
formulated and accomplished by his direct personal effort. But it was not alone in the
committee room that his energies were expended; he was ever ready in the discussion

of questions of great national importance, and few of his compeers expressed their

views with more clearness and force, or brought to the consideration of those questions
a greater wealth of learning or a juster view of the proper scope of legislation. Alive

to the importance of all truly national questions, he was not forgetful of the immediate
interest of his own state; and it is no disparagement to those who preceded or followed
him in the delegation from Wisconsin, to say that none exceeded and few equaled him

in the efficiency with which he guarded the local interests of his constituents, and none
approached nearer to the ideal representative of a great and truly free people.

Genial and bright in social intercourse, of broad views and lofty ideals, honorable and pure
in all the relations of life, eloquent and persuasive in speech, it is not surprising that at the
close of his term his associates in the senate gave him the very unusual compliment of a
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parting reception, in which warm tributes to his personal worth and his official ability were
uttered by senators of whose sincerity and respect there could be no question.

As the term of Senator Vilas drew toward 21 its close, public attention was drawn to the
guestion as to who should be his successor, and with scarcely a dissenting voice the
answer was “John C. Spooner.” Although the Republicans had a large majority in the
legislature, he received every vote in the Republican caucus and was again elected United
States senator for six years from March 4th, 1897. He has been assigned to duty on the
committees on relations with Canada, judiciary, privileges and elections, and rules.

Mr. Spooner was married on the 10th of September, 1868, to Miss Annie E. Main of
Madison, a lady of culture and possessing great musical talent. They have had four sons,
one of whom, John C., Jr., died in 1881, at the of age of six years. The eldest, Charles
Philip, born in 1869, is a graduate of Princeton University and the law school of the
University of Wisconsin, and is a member of his father's law firm. Willet Main, born in 1873,
is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin in both the literary and law departments. Philip
L., a young man of seventeen years, is a very promising student.

BARNEY, Samuel Stebbins, member of congress from the Fifth district and a resident

of West Bend, was born in Hartford, Washington county, Wis., January 31st, 1846.

His father, John Barney, was a farmer by occupation, who came to Waukesha county,
Wisconsin, from Jefferson county, New York, in 1842, and in 1845 settled on a farm

in Washington county, where he passed the remainder of his life. He was a native of
Berkshire county, Mass., and his father was a soldier in the Revolutionary army. S. S.
Barney's mother, Adeline Knox, was a native of Vermont, and a not very distant relative of
the celebrated Scotch preacher, John Knox.

Mr. Barney was educated in the common schools and at Lombard University, Galesburg,
[ll., after which he taught school at Hartford during the years 1869, 1870 and 1871, when
he began the study of law in the
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SAMUEL STEBBINS BARNEY.

office of the late L. F. Frishy, formerly attorney-general of Wisconsin. He was admitted to
the bar in 1872, began practice in West Bend, and has continued it there to the present
time. He was elected superintendent of schools of Washington county in 1875, and

held the office for four years from the first of January, 1876. He edited The Washington
County Republican, now The Hartford Press, at West Bend, during the years 1872 and
1873. It was about this time that he attracted public attention outside of his county by

an exceedingly able speech in the Republican state convention at Madison; and when
the Republicans, in 1884, sought a candidate for congress in the old Fifth district, with
whom they might hope to overcome the personal popularity of Gen. Bragg and the large
Democratic majority in the district, they nominated Mr. Barney. The odds against him,
however, were too great to be overcome, and he was defeated, although he made a
gallant fight and polled the full strength of his party in the district. In the same year he was
a delegate to the Republican national convention in Chicago, which nominated James
G. Blaine for 22 president. In 1894 he was again the Republican candidate for congress,
and was successful, receiving 18,681 votes to 16,851 for the Democratic and Populist
candidates, or a majority over both of 1,830, and a plurality of 5,624. In 1896 he was a
candidate for re-election and received 26,613 votes to 17,049, the combined vote of the
Democratic and Socialist-Labor candidates—or a majority of 9,564, and a plurality of
10,121,

As may be inferred from what has already been said, Mr. Barney has always been a
Republican, not “for revenue” or for honors, for he was, for years, in a district where his
party was in a hopeless minority; but for principle's sake. He should, therefore, be credited
with holding a political faith in which he profoundly believes. He is not a member of any
clubs or of any church.

Mr. Barney was matrried, in 1876, to Ellen McHenry of West Bend. They have four
children, namely: Sara, John, Sybil and Marian.
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Mr. Barney's career in congress has been that of a close and intelligent observer of
legislation, a ready and effective debater, and one who is alive to the interests of his
immediate constituents, and to the general welfare of the whole country.

OTJEN, Theobald, is the youngest son of John C. Otjen, who emigrated to this country
when but eighteen years old, settling in Cincinnati, Ohio, then a place of but fifteen
hundred inhabitants. He married Dorothea Schriner, who came from Germany when a girl,
and subsequently removed to West China, St. Claire county, Michigan, where he entered
upon a prosperous career as a farmer. Here Theobald was born on the 27th of October,
1851, and here, at the age of six years, he experienced the loss of his mother, which,

as in so many cases, was the premature beginning of a life of more or less privation and
hardship. He found a home in the family of an uncle, a farmer, and there he was at once
made acquainted with hard work. This, however, he regards as a fortunate circumstance,
since it resulted, ultimately, in his abandonment of the life of a farmer, and his striking out,
at the age of twelve years, in search of a life presenting more opportunities and larger
possibilities. With that modest determination which has characterized all his subsequent
career, he set out, at the age of twelve years, for Marine City, Michigan, where his sister,
Mrs. Wening, resided at the time. Here the youthful adventurer, by his manliness and
laudable ambition, attracted the notice of Miss Ward, then the owner of the Marine City
academy, and familiarly known by her pupils and friends as “Aunt Emily's—the sister

of Captain E. B. Ward, noted for his many business enterprises, and especially as the
founder of the great iron works at Wyandotte, Milwaukee and Chicago. Into the family of
this discriminating and philanthropic woman, young Otjen was take, and in her he found a
steadfast friend and a wise counselor—one who to a large extent supplied the place of the
mother he had lost. Not long afterward Miss Ward removed to Detroit, to take the position
of housekeeper for her brother, and here Theobald, who had accompanied Miss Ward,
made the acquaintance of the stirring man of business, and this acquaintance was not
without its influence upon the character of the boy.
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His education was principally acquired at the Marine City academy and P. M. Patterson's
private school in Detroit. In the summer of 1869 he came to Milwaukee, and worked for
three months in the rolling mills. Returning to Detroit he spent the winter and the following
summer there, but came again to Milwaukee in the fall of 1870, taking the position of

yard foreman at the mills, which he retained for two years. Returning again to Detroit in
the fall of 1872, he attended school in that city until the fall of 1873, when he entered the
law department of Michigan university, taking at the same time special studies in other
departments. He was graduated in law in 1875, and at once 23 admitted to the Michigan
bar, and practiced law in the city of Detroit until 1882, when he removed to Milwaukee, and
entering the law and real estate business with his brother, C. S. Otjen, he devoted himself
to the practice of his profession with that industry and conscientious regard for duty which
has always been one of his leading characteristics. Since his removal to Milwaukee he has
been thoroughly identified with the interests of the city, holding the position of attorney for
the village of Bay View before it was annexed to the city, for three years, and represented
it in the council for three successive terms, after it became the Seventeenth ward. In this
office he was always active in the promotion of every measure calculated to benefit and
improve the city, holding important committee positions, and never failing faithfully to
perform all the duties falling to him. He was largely instrumental in securing the passage
of the city park bill, by which Milwaukee has come into possession of a park system which
in time will be one of the most beautiful and notable in the whole country. Whether in
official place or not, every measure to promote the prosperity of the city has found in him
and ardent and wise supporter; and so thoroughly identified has he become with that

hive of industry, Bay View mills, that he has the unbounded confidence and respect of

his constituents, as is shown by the very large vote which he has always received when
he has been a nominee for any office. He has never failed to secure the esteem of all

his official associates, irrespective of party, and his usefulness as a representative of the
people is everywhere acknowledged.
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He has always been identified with the Republican party, and an earnest and intelligent
advocate of its policy of fostering the industries of the country. Two years ago, after a
spirited but good-natured contest in the convention, he was nominated as the Republican
candidate for congress in the Fourth (Milwaukee) district, and he was elected by a plurality
of 5,622, although the district had for some years before been represented by a Democrat.

THEOBALD OTJEN.

Upon taking his seat in the house he was appointed to the committee on revision of
laws and war claims. So satisfactory was his service that he was renominated, with little
opposition, for a seat in the Fifty-fifth congress and elected by a plurality of 4,467.

Mr. Otjen has been a member of the Republican State Central committee, a member and
officer of many Republican clubs, and has rendered his party very efficient service therein.
He is also a member of lIvanhoe Commandery of Milwaukee, the Iroquois club and the
Royal Arcanum. He has been identified with the Methodist Episcopal church both of Detroit
and Milwaukee.

In 1879 Mr. Otjen was married to Miss Louisa E. Heames, daughter of Henry Heames
of Detroit, by whom he has four children, Henry Heames, Grace V., Fannie H., and
Christian J. Otjen. He has three brothers, John C., residing near Toledo, Ohio; Christian
C., superintendent of the lllinois Steel company's works at Milwaukee, and Rev. William
Otjen, a Methodist clergyman, and two sisters, Mrs, Wening at the old homestead in
Michigan, and Mrs, Richle of Milwaukee.

24
MICHAEL GRIFFIN.

GRIFFIN, Michael members of congress from the Seventh district of Wisconsin, resides
at Eau Claire, and was born in County Clare, Ireland, September 9, 1842. Five years
thereafter his parents immigrated to America, taking up their residence in Canada. Four
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years later, or in 1851, they moved to Hudson, Summit county, Ohio, where the boy
gained, in the common school, the rudiments of his education. In 1856 his parents moved
to Newport, Sauk county, Wisconsin, where he continued his studies in the district school.
He had by this time become imbued with the principles underlying the institutions of the
country, and as there was much talk of rebellion and possible war, he determined that if
war should come he would tender his services to the government of his adopted country,
and show his loyalty thereto and his appreciation of the blessings of free institutions.
When war actually came, young Griffin, then but nineteen years of age, gave himself to his
country, enlisting on the llith of September, 1861, in Company E of the Twelfth Wisconsin
volunteer infantry. The company mustered into the service November 5th, 1861, and
young Griffin was at once made sergeant. The regiment left the state January 11th, 1862,
and was ordered to Fort Leavenworth, thence to Fort Scott, thence to Fort Riley, whence
it was ordered back to Fort Leavenworth. From this post it descended the Missouri and
the Mississippi to Columbus, and thence passed by rail to Corinth, where it joined Grant's
army. After marching and counter-marching through Mississippi, the army sat down before
Vicksburg; and when that stronghold was captured, and the Mississippi campaign was
practically completed, the regiment re-enlisted, and, crossing over the mountains, joined
General Sherman's army before Atlanta and participated in all the principal engagements
of that famous campaign. At Bald Hill, Georgia, on the 21st of July, 1864, young Griffin
was wounded in a charge upon the enemy's works, receiving a small shot in the face,
which passed downward into his jaw. But, though stunned for the time, he, like the true
soldier that he was, forgot his wound for the time being in the rejoicing of his comrades
over the victory that was won. While in the hospital, though suffering great pain, he made
himself useful in assisting the surgeons, and waiting upon those whose wounds made
them helpless. Hearing the noise of battle the next day, though suffering from his wound,
he left the hospital for the front, took his place in his regiment, and bore his part in the
sanguinary struggle. Having left without ceremony, and failing to answer at hospital

roll call, he was reported as a deserter. His colonel, hearing of this report, said that he
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wished all the soldiers in the hospital would “desert” in all manner that Sergeant Griffin did.
Following the Atlanta campaign came the march to the sea, in which he also participated.

February 11th, 1865, he was commissioned second lieutenant, and on July 5th following
he received a commission as first lieutenant: but as the war was now practically closed, he
did not muster as first lieutenant, to which 25 he had been promoted, but was mustered
out of service with his regiment on the 16th of the same month. Returning to his home at
Newport, Wisconsin, he decided to become a lawyer, and in the fall of that year he began
the study of law in the office of Hon. Jonathan Bowman of Kilbourn City, and was admitted
to the bar, in Portage, May 19th, 1868, entering at once upon the practice of his profession
in Kilbourn City. While waiting for the coming of clients, as most young lawyers are
compelled to do, he acted as cashier of the Bank of Kilbourn from 1871 to 1876, and filled
the offices of town clerk and member of the county board of supervisors. Comparatively
small and unimportant as were these offices, the fact that they were conferred upon him
was the best evidence that he had the entire confidence of his fellow citizens, and that
they saw in him the stuff of which large men are made.

He was elected to the lower house of the legislature from Columbia county in 1875,

and though but thirty-three years of age, he was appointed chairman of the judiciary
committee, the most important of the committees of that body. He was also member of the
committee on privileges and elections, and of the special joint committee to investigate the
administrations of Governors Washburn and Taylor.

At the close of 1876 he moved to Eau Claire, where he has since resided, and where
he has been actively engaged in the practice of law. He held the office of city attorney
of Eau Claire from 1878 to 1880, inclusive. In 1879 he was elected to the state senate
from the then Thirteenth senatorial district, comprising the countries of Dunn, Eau Claire
and Pierce, and was a member of the judiciary committee and the committee on federal
relations. Here, as in the house, he showed himself a wise and capable legislator,
reflecting credit upon his constituents and doing the state most valuable service.
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In 1889 Gov. Hoard appointed him quartermaster-general, with the rank of bridgadier-
general; and, in this position, his knowledge of military affairs was of especial value in
the purchase of land, the construction of buildings and the establishing of the militia
instructional post of Camp Douglas. He has long been an active, intelligent and deeply
interested member of the Grand Army of the Republic, and has held almost every office
of importance in the organization up to that of department commander, to which he was
elected in 1887, serving for one year. He is also a member of the military order of the
Loyal Legion. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, Knights of Pythias and Royal
Arcanum.

He has always been an active member of the Republican party, honestly and intelligently
laboring for the success of its candidates and the adoption of its principles and policy; but
he has not been an office-seeker, though frequently urged to accept nomination to office.
Upon the death of Hon. Geo. B. Shaw, in 1894, Gen. Griffin accepted the Republican
nomination as his successor in congress, and was elected by a large majority. In the fall
of 1896 he was renominated without opposition and elected by a plurality of 12,296. As a
congressman he has taken high rank, and in his second term he will undoubtedly prove
himself one of the most intelligent and useful of the members of that body. Devoted to

his profession, he has also shown himself to be a successful man of business, being an
officer of several large and prosperous manufacturing and other, firms. Professionally,
Gen. Griffin's practice is confined, for the most part, to civil law—he has been engaged in
much of the important litigation in the northwestern part of the state, and has a standing

at the bar scarcely inferior to that of any of his competitors. He is quick in perception,
readily sees the strong points as well as the weak ones of those with whom he is called to
contend, and is equally quick in action, and tenacious of a position when one taken. Those
who saw him as presiding officer of 26 the turbulent Republican convention in Milwaukee,
in August, 1896, can best judge of his mental characteristics, moral courage and executive
force. He held the contending factions firmly to the legitimate work of the convention, yet
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his fairness was acknowledged by all, and thoroughly good feeling was restored at the
end.

Gen Griffin was married on the 6th of September, 1871, at Kilbourn City, to Miss Emma I.
Daniels. They have had but one child, Mabel M., who died when but eleven months of age.

DAVIDSON, James Henry, member of congress from the Sixth district of Wisconsin, is

a resident of Oshkosh and a lawyer by profession. He is the son of James Davidson, a
native of the Highlands of Scotland, where he was born in 1812. He came to this country
with his parents in 1824, and settled in Delaware county, New York. He was by occupation
a farmer and lumberman.

J. H. Davidson's mother was Ann Johnson, who was born at Rheinbeck on the Hudson
in 1814. The ancestors on the father's side were Scotch Highlanders and poor, but with
plenty of pluck, fearing nothing but dishonor. The maternal ancestors were prominent

in the early history of the country, Mrs. Davidson's grandfather having been a soldier

in the Revolutionary army, and a relative of hers having but one of the three men who
intercepted May Andre at Tarrytown, on the 22nd of July, and whom nothing could tempt
from their

Mr. Davidson was born on the 18th of June, 1858, in Colchester, Delaware county, New
York. He attended the country school in the district where his parents resided, the last few
years of his attendance being confined to the winter term of three months; the remainder
of the year young Davidson spent in work upon the farm, or in lumbering. With a passion
for an education, he entered Walton (New York) Academy, and attended the spring and
fall terms of that institution for three years, and did the janitor work of the institution in
payment for his tuition. The winter of each of those years he taught a district school, and
thus secured the money to pay for his board and clothes while a student. His health failing
he was obliged to leave the academy at the end of three years. He then began the study
of law in the office of Fancher & Sewell of Walton, New York. In September, 1882, he
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came to Wisconsin, and was employed for one year as principal of the school at Princeton,
Green Lake county, at the end of which he returned to New York, and entered the Albany
law school, from which institution he graduated in 1884, holding the honorary position of
president of the class.

Mr. Davidson's first earnings were from teaching in the public schools of New York. A
friend, who knew of his struggles for the acquirement of a profession, offered to lend

him the money to pay the expenses of his course in the law school, telling him than he
could repay it when he got it; that he wanted no note or security, saying that he knew

Mr. Davidson would repay the money if he lived. He came again to Wisconsin in 1884,
and for three years was employed as book-keeper and buyer for Messrs. Chittenden &
Morse, produce dealers at Princeton. This service was rendered by him that he might
repay the money borrowed for his legal education, before attempting to establish himself
in the law. At length the debt was paid, and in 1887 he opened an office in Princeton for
the practice of his profession. His integrity and courteous manner as a grain dealer made
him many friends among the farmers of Green Lake and Marquette counties, and this
aided him in the law business. He continued in Princeton until 1892, securing a profitable
business, and influence both as a lawyer and as a man; but he wished a larger field, and
in January, 1892, he removed to Oshkosh, and became the third member of the firm of
Thompson., Harshaw & Davidson. This partnership continued for three years, when 27 he
withdrawn, and entered upon practice alone. In May, 1895, he was appointed city attorney
for Oshkosh for a term of two years. January 1st, 1896, he formed a partnership with R.
W. Wilde, formerly a student of the law department of the University of Michigan, at Ann
Arbor, under the firm name of Davidson & Wilde, which partnership still continues.

Mr. Davidson's political record is that of a conscientious Republican, thoroughly believing
in the principles of the party, and using all proper means for securing its ascendency. He
was elected district attorney of Green Lake county in 1888; and, in 1890, he was made
chairman of the committee of the Sixth congressional district of Wisconsin, which position
he held continuously for six years. In the fall of 1896 he was nominated by the Republican

Men of progress. Wisconsin. A selected list of biographical sketches and portraits of the leaders in business, professional and official
life. Together with short notes on the history and character of Wisconsin http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.19127



Library of Congress

congressional convention for the Sixth district for congress and was elected by a very
large majority, receiving 26,649 against 18,944 votes for W. F. Gruenewald, Democrat,
and 626 for James S. Thompson, Prohibitionist.

Mr. Davidson is a member of Oshkosh Lodge, No. 27, F. & A. M.; Oshkosh Lodge, No.
192, B. P. O. E., and Oshkosh Lodge, No. 25, K. P.

He was married October 8th, 1889, to Niva T. Wilde, daughter of F. A. Wilde, now of
Milwaukee. They have two sons, Kenneth Wilde and James Ferdinand.

Personally Mr. Davidson is a gentleman of modest demeanor, courteous to all, the friend
of those needing friendship and worthy of it; yet he is a man of pronounced views on

all public questions, and does not hesitate to express them forcibly when the occasion
calls for such expression. As a lawyer he is able and true to clients, but will not stoop to
guestionable means to win a case. He has a high standing as a thorough lawyer, an able
advocate, and has a record of never having lost a case before the supreme court, where
he has appeared many times. He is an eloguent and very pleasing speaker, and is one

JAMES HENRY DAVIDSON.

of the promising men in the Wisconsin delegation in congress.

SAUERHERING, Edward, member of the national house of representatives from

the Second district, was born on the 24th of June, 1864, in Mayville, Dodge county,
Wis., which has always been his home with the exception of two years. His father is

R. Saeurhering, a druggist of Mayville, and his mother was Henrietta Hartwig before
marriage. Edward was educated in the public and high schools of his native village,
and, at the age of sixteen years, entered his father's store, where he served a regular
apprenticeship in the drug business. After this he entered the Chicago College of
Pharmacy, where he applied himself with energy and diligence to the study of the
principles of the pharmaceutical profession, and graduated with honors in the class of
1885. Immediately after graduation, he entered the drug business in Chicago, remaining
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there three years, and then returned to Mayville, where he carries on a large and
prosperous business in the same line.

Mr. Sauerhering has always been a Republican, 28
EDWARD SAUERHERING.

and though living in a county which was formerly considered the stronghold of the
Democracy of Wisconsin, he adhered tenaciously to his political faith, and was the head
of the Republican organization of Dodge county, being chosen chairman of the committee
in 1892. In that year he was nominted for the legislative assembly, but was defeated,
although, owing to his thorough organization of his party in that county, a Republican
county judge was elected, the first Republican county official ever elected in its history.
His personal popularity was demonstrated years ago by his having been twice elected
alderman of Mayville. In 1894 he received the Republican nomination for congress in

that district; and, although there had been a Democratic plurality of some five thousand

at the previous election, he accepted the nomination, and it is characteristic of the man's
indomitable energy and perseverance that he set to work just as if he expected to win the
race. The district was thoroughly canvassed, and his manner so won upon the people,
that when the votes were counted it was found that the large plurality against his party
was entirely wiped out, and he was elected by 265 votes. In 1896 he was renominated,
although he did not especially desire it; and was re-elected, receiving 24,011 votes against
18,505 for his Democratic and Prohibition opponents. This result was due in no small
measure to his personal popularity and to his course in congress. His work for the filled
cheese bill, and his earnest speech in its support made him many friends among the
dairymen, of whom there are many in his district. He was also a strong advocate of sound
money, and this gave him many votes among his sturdy German-American constituents.
Not brilliant, but possessing a large amount of good practical sense, quick to comprehend
the scope of proposed measures, and always alert in the discharge of his official duties, he

Men of progress. Wisconsin. A selected list of biographical sketches and portraits of the leaders in business, professional and official
life. Together with short notes on the history and character of Wisconsin http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.19127



Library of Congress

exerts a larger influence than many more effective speakers. In the Fifty-fourth congress
he introduced a bill to create a state trade mark, and it is now pending.

He is a member of “Turn-Verein Eintracht” of Mayville, and was president of it from 1889 to
1896. He is also a member of the Masonic order, Vesper Lodge, Mayville.

Mr. Sauerhering was married, in 1889, to Miss Eugenia Langenbach of Mayville. Two
children, Charles and Adolph, have been born to them.

MINOR, Edward S., representative in congress from the Eighth district of Wisconsin,
resides in Sturgeon Bay. His father, Martin Minor, as ship calker, and his mother was
Abigail J. St. Ores. His paternal ancestors are traceable back to the leading of the
Pilgrims; and the Minors have held high positions in various states, notably Connecticut,
New York, Virginia and Louisiana.

Edward S. Minor was born in Jefferson county, New York, in 1840, and received a

good common school and academic education in Wisconsin, to which he came with his
parents in 1845. The family first settled in the town of Greenfield, Milwaukee county,
subsequently living in the city of Milwaukee 29 for two years, whence they removed to

a farm in Sheboygan county. In 1857 he went to Door county, and, in 1861, enlisted

in Company G, Second Wisconsin volunteer calvary, and participated in all the raids,
expeditions, engagements and battles in which that regiment took part during the war.
He was promoted during his service to corporal, to sergeant, to second lieutenant, to first
lieutenant, and was holding the last named rank when mustered out with his regiment in
December, 1865. Upon his return home after the war he engaged in mercantile business
in Door county, and continued in it until the spring of 1884, when he was appointed
superintendent of the Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan ship canal. This position he held
for seven years. He holds a license as a master of steam vessels, and for about ten years
was interested in marine property, but after his election to congress, and before entering
on his duties as a representative, he disposed of all his marine interests.
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Mr. Minor has long been a very active Republican in politics, and has held numerous local
offices, among which is that of mayor of Sturgeon Bay. He was elected to the assembly of
Wisconsin in 1878, and re-elected in 1880 and 1881. He was elected to the state senate
in 1883 and in 1885, and was president pro tempore of that body during the last session.
He was also member of the Wisconsin fish commission for four years. He was elected to
the Fifty-fourth congress from the Eighth district, receiving 19,902 votes, against 15,522
for Lyman E. Barnes, Democrat, 330 for A. J. Larrabee, People's party, and 949 for John
Faville, Prohibition. He was re-elected to the Fifty-fifth congress, receiving 26,471 votes,
against 16,845 for Geo. W. Cate, Democrat, and 580 for John W. Evans, Prohibitionist.

In 1867 he was married to Tillie E. Graham, and six children have been born to them,
namely: Stanton, Byron, Sybil, Maud, Ula and Ethel.

As a member of congress, Mr. Minor has
EDWARD S. MINOR.

shown that ability, energy and good judgment in the performance of his official duties
which have always characterized him in all the places of responsibility to which he has
been assigned. In the first session of the Fifty-fourth congress he became interested

in a measure relating to the coast pilots. He dissented from the majority report of the
committee on merchant marine and fisheries, and the contest was carried to the floor of
the house, where Mr. Minor made a vigorous and exhaustive speech against the bill, and
the measure was discussed for two days, when it was defeated by a vote of more than two
to one. So pleased were the coast pilots with Mr. Minor's vigorous and effective action in
their behalf that, at the meeting of their association in Charleston, South Carolina, soon
after, they adopted and sent him resolutions expressing most hearty appreciation of his
labors and giving him the credit for the defeat of the bill. He has been especially active

in relation to other measures of various kinds, and it may be truly said that his action has
always been found to be on the right side and in the interest of his constituents.
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30
HENRY ALLEN COOPER.

COOPER, Henry Allen, member of congress from the First district of this state, is a native
of Walworth county, Wisconsin, the son of a physician. He attended the district school of
the neighborhood, and afterward entered the Northwestern University at Evanston, lllinois,
where he was graduated in 1873. Immediately after graduation from the university, he
entered the Union College of Law, in Chicago, from which he received his diploma in 1875.
Mr. Cooper resided in Chicago for six years after graduating from the college of law, and
then took up his residence in Burlington, Wisconsin, and began the practice of law. In
1880 he was elected district attorney of Racine county, and became a resident of Racine.
He was re-elected, without opposition, in 1882, and again in 1884. In the latter year he
was chosen delegate to the Republican national convention at Chicago, and in 1886 was
elected to the state senate. In 1892, the Republicans of the First district nominated and
elected him to congress. So faithful and satisfactory had been his record in his first term
that he was renominated in 1894, and elected to the Fifty-fourth congress by a majority

of 5,195 over his three opponents. In 1896 he was again renominated without opposition,
and was elected by a plurality of 13,512 over his Democratic competitor, and by a majority
over all other candidates of 3,428.

Mr. Cooper resides in Racine and is a member of the law firm of Cooper, Simmons,
Nelson & Walker of that city.

BABCOCK, Joseph Weeks, a resident of Necedah, and representative in congress

from the Third congressional district, was born in Swanton, Vt., March 6th, 1850, a
descendant of the Pilgrims and inheritor of many of their sturdy characteristics. His father
was Ebenezer Wright Babcock, and his mother Mahala Weeks, daughter of Hon. Joseph
Weeks, who was a representative from new Hampshire in the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-
fifth congresses.
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J. W. Babcock, who was the youngest of a family of four children, accompanied his
parents on their removal to lowa, in 1855, and there, on a farm in Butler county, he resided
until 1861. He attended the local district school, acquiring a knowledge of the ordinary
English branches, and upon the family's removal to Cedar Falls, he continued his studies
in the public schools of that place, supplementing the instruction there received with a brief
course in the neighboring college of Mount Vernon. At the expiration of his school days he
entered the employ of his father, who owned and operated a lumber yard at Cedar Falls.
When this business was later sold to Weston, Burch & Co. of Dubuque, young Babcock
entered their service in a subordinate capacity. In May, 1872, he removed to Dubuque,
where, for the ensuing six years, he was employed by the firm of Ingram, Kennedy & Day,
now the Standard Lumber company. In 1878 he purchased an interest in the business

of the firm of Weston, Burch & Co., his former employers, and the firm name of Burch,
Babcock & Co. was 31 then assumed. In 1881 Messrs. Burch and Babcock purchased a
controlling interest in the old firm of T. Weston & Co. of Necedah, Wisconsin, thereupon
incorporating the business as the Necedah Lumber company, of which Mr. Babcock

was elected, and still continues, secretary. The log cut of the company averages from
twenty to twenty-five million feet per annum, and the corporation is known and recognized
as one of the strong lumber concerns of the northwest. Mr. Burch, whose home is in
Dubuque, lowa, left the details of the active management of the business to Mr. Babcock,
to whose indomitable industry and perseverance is largely due the success of the great
enterprise. Cautious and conservative, he, at the same time, possesses energy and
promptness of resolution, a sagacity and patience which enable him to master the details
of business; and, added to these characteristics, his conduct in all things is governed by
high moral principle. With those in his employ he has ever maintained a lively sympathy,
and an unmistakable regard for their feelings and rights. That this is appreciated by his
employes is evidenced by the fact that during his entire business career he has never had
to encounter a strike among his workmen, although having hundreds of men in his employ.
Among those concerned in the great lumber industry of the northwest, he was the pioneer
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in insisting that all employes should be paid in cash, and that the wages of those in his
service should be as high as those paid by any one else for similar labor.

Activity in public affairs was inevitable in a man of such characteristics, and not long after
he took up his abode in Necedah, he was elected president of the village. In 1888 he

was elected to the Wisconsin legislative assembly, in which he served as chairman of the
committee on incorporations; and, in 1890, he was re-elected, at a time when very few of
the Republican candidates were successful in the state. As a member of the legislature his
strong personality made itself felt by all with whom he came in contact, and he was ever

JOSEPH WEEKS BABCOCK.

ready to use his influence in the support of those measures which seemed to him
designed for the public good. He was instrumental in securing the passage of a number of
laws which have had a lasting and most beneficial effect upon the prosperity of the state.

In 1892 Mr. Babcock was nominated by the Republicans of the Third congressional
district of this state, comprising the counties of Adams, Crawford, Grant, lowa, Juneau,
Richland, Sauk and Vernon, as their candidate for congress. He defeated the Democratic
opponent by a majority of three thousand votes. He became a member of the Fifty-

third congress, in which he served on the committee on the District of Columbia. In

1894 he was renominated for congress and again elected—this time by a majority of
nearly eight thousand over the candidate of the Democrats and Populists. In the Fifty-
fourth congress Mr. Babcock was appointed chairman of the committee on the District of
Columbia, a position in which he gives eminent satisfaction. In 1896 he was re-elected by
a majority of 11,523 over the fusion candidate. Though comparatively a young man, and
though his life 32 prior to his entrance into congress had been almost wholly devoted to
business affairs, he readily grasped the duties of legislator and almost immediately took
an influential position in the house. While a member of the Fifty-third congress he was
chosen vice-chairman of the national Republican congressional committee, and upon the
resignation from congress of Hon. John A. Caldwell of Cincinnati, who was chairman of
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that committee, Mr. Babcock became his successor. For this position he was peculiarly
fitted, by reason of his rare executive ability and systematic business habits, which he
carried with him into politics, as was shown by the able manner in which he conducted the
campaign of 1894, and again of 1896. In February, 1896, he was unanimously re-elected
to the chairmanship of the committee.

In congress Mr. Babcock is both popular and successful. His constituents and those who
call upon him regarding matters pertaining to public business find him accessible at all
times, and ready to hear them and if possible give them the required aid. A thorough man
of affairs, he is one of those clear-headed, constructive and able business managers
whose persistent industry, comprehensive grasp of details and power to marshall them for
practical results, make him invaluable in committee, where legislation is perfected and all
important measures are prepared.

In the month of November, 1867, Mr. Babcock was married to Miss Mary A. Finch of
Lyons, lowa. They have one son, Charles Ebenezer, born in 1868, who is a graduate of
the law school of the University of Michigan, and who is now in the office of the Necedah
Lumber company. An adopted daughter, Amelia M., is now the wife of S. H. Reed of
Necedah. The family are attendants of the Congregational church.

Mr. Babcock is one of that class of men who form the conservative element of society. He
is the architect of his own fortunes; every advancing step therein has been the result of
foresight, integrity and earnest labor.

GOODLAND, John, a resident of Appleton, and judge of the Tenth judicial circuit, is the
son of William Goodland, a merchant who rose from poverty in England and acquired a
competency. He was a man of great force of character, and, although self-educated, was
well-read, and possessed of wide information. Judge Goodland's mother, whose maiden
name was Abigail Sharman, was the daughter of a tenant farmer in fair circumstances.
Both sprang for the common people of England. William Goodland held various local
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offices, such as churchwarden, member of the governing body of the town, known as
“board of health,” etc. Both parents are buried in Taunton, England, where a beautiful
memorial window has been placed in St. James' parish church to their memory.

Judge Goodland was born in Taunton, Somersetshire, England, August 10th, 1831. He
received an academic education, which was completed at Wellington Academy. After
receiving his education, he served a three years' apprenticeship to a wooden draper,
upon the completion of which he sailed for America, landing in New York City in 1849.
Proceeding at once to Oneida county, N. Y., he was variously employed in that county
and also in Brockport and Rochester until 1854, when he came to Sharon, Walworth
county, Wis., where he engaged in school teaching, clerking in a store and various other
labors. He became greatly interested in the debating societies which then flourished in
that locality, and took part in many warm discussions in the school houses in the vicinity.
In this way he not only acquired much information, but developed facility and ability as

a public speaker. In 1860 he made a visit to England, and, on his return, engaged in the
grocery business at Sharon Station. While residing there he held various local offices
such as justice of the peace, town clerk and town treasurer. In 1864 his store was burned;
and, closing up that business, he entered the employment of the Chicago & Northwestern
Railway company in Chicago, where he remained 33 until 1867, when he went to Appleton
as local agent of the company, and served in that capacity for seven years. Resigning his
position with the railroad company, he went into the insurance business, at the same time
giving some attention to the study of law. In 1877 he was admitted to the bar; and, later,
he was admitted to practice in the supreme court of the state and in the United States
district and circuit courts. He was elected district attorney of Outagamie county in 1888,
and re-elected for a second term of two years. He was a non-partisan candidate for circuit
judge in 1885, but was defeated by Geo. H. Myers. He was again a candidate, both on a
call and as the Democratic nominee, in 1891, and was elected, defeating Geo. H. Myers
and E. J. Goodrick. In 1897 he was re-elected without opposition. Judge Myers died in
August, 1891, some four months before the expiration of his term, and Judge Goodland
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was appointed, by Gov. Pcck, to fill the vacancy, he having been elected the April previous
for the succeeding full term.

Judge Goodland was an abolitionist before the war and was a Republican from the
organization of the party until 1868, having cast his first vote for John C. Fremont. In 1872,
he joined the Democratic party, having always been a free-trader. In 1879 he was clerk of
the judiciary committee of the assembly, but since assuming the judgeship he considers
himself out of politics as far as a man of strong convictions can be.

He is a member of the Masonic maternity, being a master Mason and member of the
Waverly Lodge of Appleton, having served as master of that lodge. He was brought up in
the Church of England, but is not a member of any religious organization.

On September 4th, 1850, Judge Goodland was married to Caroline M. Clark of
Sangerfield, Oneida county, N. Y. She was of English parentage, and died at Appleton,
October 26th, 1893, at the age of sixty. They were both very young when married—in fact
were included in the census as school children after

JOHN GOODLAND.

their marriage. They have had nine children, seven of whom are living—four sons and
three daughters.

BAILEY, William F., judge of the Seventeenth judicial circuit, and a resident of Eau Claire,
is a native of Carmel, Putnam county, N. Y., and was born on the 20th of June, 1842. His
father, Benjamin Bailey, was a lawyer by profession and several times a member of the
New York legislature. He was the Democratic candidate for speaker when Robinson, the
know-nothing candidate, was elected after a six weeks' contest.

William F. Bailey was educated in the Claverack Academy in Columbia county, New York,
and, soon after leaving school, enlisted, May, 1861, in Company D, Thirty-eighth New York
volunteer infantry. In the fall of 1861 he was appointed captain of Company K, Ninety-fifth
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New York volunteers. He participated in the battles of Bull Run, Rappahannock, Sulphur
Springs, Gainesville, Manassas, second battle of Bull Run and Chantilly. After the close of
the war he was identified 34

WILLIAM F. BAILEY.

with the Grand Army, and was commander of the Arthur C. Ellis post.

Mr. Bailey was married in September, 1864, at Carmel, N. Y., to Mercy S. Cole of
Fremont, Ohio, but there were no children by this marriage. Mrs. Bailey died in September,
1882. Mr. Bailey was married again, in 1884, to Frances Gillette, and they have one child,
William F. Bailey, Jr.

In 1867 Mr. Bailey, on the advice of his family physician, removed to Eau Claire, Wis., as
a means of restoring his health, he having suffered repeatedly from hemorrhage of the
lungs, which was contracted in the army. Mr. Bailey began the study of law after leaving
school, and was admitted to the bar in 1863, in the supreme court in Brooklyn, New York.
Entering upon practice in Wisconsin upon his location in the state, he acquired a business
that steadily increased until it was probably as extensive as that of any lawyer in the state.

Mr. Bailey is a Democrat in politics, but not known as a bitter partisan. He has been three
times elected mayor of Eau Claire, once district attorney of Eau Claire county, and, in
1892, was elected judge of the Seventeenth judicial circuit. In April, 1897, he was an
unsuccessful candidate for re-election.

Judge Bailey has been a close student of law and the general principles that underlie its
practice. In 1894 he published “Bailey on the Liability of Masters for Injury to Servants.”
This work has had the largest sale, with probably one exception, of any book published in
recent years. It has the distinction of not having had an adverse criticism. In May, 1897,
he published “Bailey on Personal Injuries,” a work of two volumes, upon which the author
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devoted three years of patient effort, and which is conceded to be the most complete in its
arrangement and classification of subject and matter of any work published on this subject.

Judge Bailey's marked success as an author will no doubt stimulate him to further effort in
this line, and thus the profession will be placed under renewed obligation to him for lucid
and comprehensive expositions of the intricacies of the law.

MARSHALL, Roujet de Lisle, associate justice of the supreme court, is the son of Thomas
Marshall, who was born in Bradford, N. H., in 1820, and in early life was a manufacturer
of cotton goods. Losing his health, he removed to Wisconsin in 1854, settling on a farm
in Delton, Sauk county, where he died in 1868. He was a direct descendant of Thomas
Marshall, who came to this country from England in 1634. Joseph Marshall, great-
grandfather of the subject of this sketch, and in the fourth generation from the English
ancestor, was born at Chelmsford, Mass., in 1734, where he was living at the beginning
of the revolution. He took part in the battle of Lexington, the siege of Boston, and the
battles of Bunker Hill and Bennington. In 1776 he removed to Ware, N. H., where he was
a member of the committee of safety. He died at the age of eighty-nine. Thomas, the

son of this revolutionary hero, took up his residence in Bradford, N. H., about the year
1800, 35 and there the father of Justice Marshall was born, as before stated. The maiden
name of the justice's mother was Emeline Pitkin, a descendant in the eighth generation
of William Pitkin, who, with his sister came to this country from England in 1659. He was
the first attorney-general of the colony of Connecticut. He married Susana Stanley, and
his sister married Oliver Wolcott, and from these unions sprang the Pitkins and Wolcotts
of New England, who were among the most prominent in the civil and military history of
the colonies. William Pitkin, the fourth from the founder of the family, Benjamin Franklin
and others, at Albany, in 1754, made the first plan for the union and government of the
colonies, and this furnished a basis for the articles of confederation and subsequently the
constitution of the United States. The mother of the justice was born in 1820, on a farm in
Vermont, and was married to Thomas Marshall in 1842. She is now in her seventy-eighth
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year, still resides at the old Marshall homestead in Sauk county, and takes a lively interest
in all current events.

Justice R. de L. Marshall was born in Nashua, N. H., on the 26th of December, 1847.

He was educated in the common school and academy in Delton, Wis., in an academy in
Baraboo, and in Lawrence University at Appleton. His attendance at the latter institution,
however, was of short duration. He began the study of law at seventeen, some time before
leaving school, and, in March, 1873, was admitted to the bar at Baraboo. He immediately
began practice in Chippewa Falls, in partnership with N. W. Wheeler, and some years later
was associated with John J. Jenkins, now member of congress from the Tenth district.

His practice largely pertained to private and public corporations and questions relating to
important real estate litigations and business operations. His career at the bar was very
successful in character, the amount of business and the avails therefrom.

Justice Marshall began his official career at an early age. He was a justice of the peace
ROUJET DE LISLE MARSHALL.

at the age of twenty-one, member of a school board at twenty-two, county judge of
Chippewa county at twenty-nine. He was member of the board of regents of the University
of Wisconsin from 1884 to 1889; circuit judge of the Eleventh circuit from 1889 to 1895
—having been twice elected. Upon the death of Chief Justice Orton, in 1895, Judge
Marshall was appointed, by Gov. Upham, to the resulting vacancy as associate justice.

He entered upon the duties of the office in September, 1895, was elected to the place for
the unexpired term, and, last spring, was re-elected for the full term of ten years; in both of
these elections he had no opposition.

Politically, Judge Marshall is a Republican, but has not been actively interested in political
affairs. In religion he is an adherent, but not a member, of the Methodist church.
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Justice Marshall was married, in 1869, to Mary E. Jenkins of Baraboo, Wisconsin, a
daughter of Maj. F. K. Jenkins of the Sixth regiment. Wisconsin volunteers, and a sister of
Congressman John J. Jenkins. She was born in England, and came to Wisconsin in 1853.

36

Possessing unflagging energy, great capacity for work, a love for his professional duties
—rparticularly for the judicial labor in which he is now engaged—being in the prime of
his mental and physical powers and having the advantage of a wide legal experience,
Judge Marshall will undoubtedly fulfill the expectations of the people of the state who
have twice elected him without opposition to the exalted position which he now holds.
The anticipations that he will have a long and useful judicial career and prove a fitting
successor of the eminent men who have preceded him, and a worthy associate of those
now in service with him, will probably be fully realized.

CLEMENTSON, George, judge of the Fifth judicial circuit, and a resident of Lancaster,

is the son of Joseph Clementson, who was a native of Neasham, county of Durham,
England, where he was born on the 6th of July, 1816. He was a wagon-maker and a joiner
by trade. After completing a seven years' apprenticeship, he took up his residence in
Richmond, Yorkshire, where he married Elizabeth Peacock. In 1849, he and his wife and
their two children, George and Fanny, took passage on a sailing vessel at Liverpool for
New Orleans, where they arrived, after a tedious passage of nine weeks, the middle of
May. Finding that cholera was epidemic in the city, they took passage on the first boat up
the river. Before they reached St. Louis twenty-nine of the passengers and crew died of
the disease. Among the stricken ones was Mr. Clementson. He recovered, however, and
the family continued their voyage to Galena, where they disembarked and went to Hazel
Green, Grant county. There Mr. Clementson made his home, and carried on the business
of wagon-making until his death, April 16th, 1880. Mrs. Clementson's death preceded that
of her husband by thirteen months. Mr. Clementson was one of the principal sufferers
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from the tornado which struck Hazel Green in March, 1876, having his shop and house
destroyed, his leg broken and suffering internal injuries, which hastened his death.

George Clementson was born in Richmond, Yorkshire, England, March 13th, 1842. He
attended the district or village of Hazel Green up to his fourteenth year, when he entered
the Hazel Green Academy, where he was a student until his seventeenth year, studying
Latin, Greek, algebra, geometry and the branches usual in an academy. His father being
unable to keep him longer in school, he went to work in his father's shop, and continued
in the employment until the fall of 1865, devoting his earnings and what spare time he
had to the study of history, literature, logic, etc.; after that he took up the study of law,
and acquired what knowledge he could without the aid of an instructor. With the money
saved from his work for the purpose, he entered the law department of the University of
Michigan, and remained there for the college year of 1865-6. By this time his money was
exhausted, and he returned to his tools in his father's shop, remaining there until the fall
of 1867, when he became a student in the office of Hon. J. Allen Barber, in Lancaster,
continuing there until the following June. In March, 1868, he was admitted to the bar

in the circuit court of Grant county. He then sought a subordinate position is some law
office which would yield him a support, and, at the same time, an opportunity for gaining a
further knowledge of the law and its practice. Failing in this he returned to his trade again,
occasionally trying a case in a justice's court, and doing such other legal business as
came to him. In the fall of 1868, he was elected district attorney of Grant county, and held
the office two terms. January following he took up his residence in Lancaster, which has
ever since been his home. November 1st, 1869, he formed a law partnership with J. Allen
Barber, the firm name being Barber & Clementson, which continued until Mr. Barber's
death in June, 1881. In 1870 Mr. Larber was elected to congress, 37 and re-elected in
1872. From his entrance into congress until his death, the major part of the law practice
and the responsibility of it devolved upon Mr. Clementson. So, that, although he found
much difficulty in getting a start in the profession, he was now almost overburdened with
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work. Although some of the cases in which he was engaged attracted much local attention,
none of them warrant particular notice.

In 1882, at the earnest solicitation of prominent attorneys of the circuit, he consented,
though much against his will, and his pecuniary disadvantage, to be a candidate before
the Republican convention for the nomination for circuit judge, against M. M. Cothren, then
the occupant of the bench; but he stipulated that he would not accept the nomination if
there was any opposition. He was nominated unanimously; and, greatly to his surprise,
was elected, after an exciting contest, by over two thousand majority. Of the cases tried
before him only two have attracted unusual attention—that of Rose Zoldoski for the murder
of Ella Malley, and the lynchers of Seibolt, who hung him to a tree at high noon opposite

to the court house in Darlington; yet the men were acquitted by the jury on the ground of
insanity.

Judge Clementson has held but one political office, that of district attorney; and, though
a pronounced Republican, he has persisted in putting aside all solicitations to enter the
political field. He was tendered by Horace Rublee, when chairman of the state central
committee, the nomination for attorney-general to fill a vacancy on the ticket made by the
declination of W. E. Carter. As this office was in the line of his profession, he would have
accepted it if his health had permitted his entering the campaign.

Judge Clementson was a non-partisian candidate for associate justice of the supreme
court in 1895, and though he received a large vote he was defeated. He has the judicial
gualifications in an eminent degree—thorough knowledge of the law, the industry
necessary

GEORGE CLEMENTSON.

for close, careful and complete investigation of all cases submitted to his judgment, and
the honesty to decide as his judgment dictates, regardless of popular clamor.
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Judge Clementson does not belong to any clubs or societies, and is hot a member of any
church, but is a trustee of the Congregational church in Lancaster.

He was married on May 11th, 1869, to Mary Asendath Burr of Lancaster, a daughter

of Adison Burr, a merchant of that city, and a niece of J. Allen Barber. She was born

at Fairfield, Vermont, and on her father's side is connected with that branch of the Burr
family of which Aaron Burr is the most illustrious. They have three children living. One,
a daughter, Martha Lois, died at the age of fourteen years. The three living are Geo.
Burr, who graduated from Cornell university in 1892, and is now of the law firm of Lowry
& Clementson of Lancaster, but just at present is clerk of the house of representatives
committee on the District of Columbia; Joseph Addison is a physician, also in Lancaster,
and Bessie barber Clementson, the youngest, who is still at home.

38
SILAS U. PINNEY.

PINNEY, Silas U, associate justice of the supreme court of Wisconsin, is a native of
Rockdale, Crawford county, Pennsylvania, where he was born on the 3rd of March, 1833.
On his father's side he was of English descent, though the family had been in this country
since 1642, early representatives having lived in New England for several generations.
Justin C. Pinney, Judge Pinney's father, was a native of Massachusetts, but removed

to Pennsylvania with his parents when a boy, and there he was reared to manhood.

He married Polly M. Miller, the daughter of a clergyman of German descent, who had
settled in that region in 1792. In 1846 Justin Pinney removed from Pennsylvania to Dane
county, Wisconsin, locating on a tract of land in Windsor township, where he followed

the occupation of a farmer until his death in 1863. Young Pinney had received a good
common school education, and when the family settled in their new home he found it
necessary to abandon books, for a time, for the less congenial employment of farm work.
His leisure moments, however, were given to private study. Fond of reading, and with a
good supply of books, he made no little progress in mental culture, especially as he had
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a retentive memory, and easily kept what he acquired. With a practical turn of mind, his
parents sought to have him become a surveyor, and did what they could to help him to
the necessary education. He began teaching school when but sixteen years of age, and
taught for three years. It was in his first year of teaching that he determined to become a
lawyer, and after that all his spare moments were devoted to the study of the text-books of
his chosen profession. In April, 1853, when twenty years of age, he entered the law office
of Vilas & Remington of Madison, as a law student. So rapid was his progress in the study,
that in less than a year he was admitted to practice in the circuit and supreme courts of
the state, and not long after in the federal courts. His first law partnership was formed

with L. B. Vilas and Samuel H. Roys, under the firm name of Vilas, Roys &Pinney. This
partnership was succeeded in turn by those of Roys & Pinney; Gregory & Pinney; Abbott,
Gregory & Pinney; Abbott, Gregory, Pinney — Flower; Gregory & Pinney again, and
Pinney & Sanborn. The last named firm continued from 1880 to 1892, when Mr. Pinney
became an associate justice of the state supreme court, having been elected thereto the
previous yeatr.

In politics he has always been a Democrat, but has never been especially active in political
work. He has held the office of mayor of Madison, and that of alderman, and has been

a member of the lower house of the state legislature. He has several times received the
nomination of his party for important positions, but the party being in the minority he failed
of election. His nomination for the supreme court was a non-partisan one. Judge E. H.

Ellis was the opposing candidate. He prepared and superintendent the publication of

the sixteenth volume of the Wisconsin Court Reports; and, by appointment of the state
supreme court, reported and published the decisions of the territorial supreme court and

of 39 the first supreme court of the state, covering the period from 1836 to 1853, which fill
there volumes, known as “Pinney's Wisconsin Reports.”

Since his entrance into the profession, Judge Pinney has been a very busy man, and his
practice has, for nearly the whole of his professional life, been very large and doubtless
correspondingly lucrative. Since his first case in supreme court some eighty volumes
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of court reports have been published, and his name appears in every one of them as
counsel. In the records of the United States courts his name is frequently found as counsel
in cases involving commercial, corporation, real estate and constitutional law. Socially, a
genial gentleman, a man of undoubted integrity in all the relations of life, and a profound
lawyer, he has many friends and admirers who were greatly pleased at his elevation to the
supreme bench, believing that he would capably fill that important trust.

Judge Pinney was married on the 3rd of March, 1856, to Mary M. Mulliken of Farmersville,
Cattaraugus county, N. Y. They had one son, Clarence, who died at the age of twenty
years. An adopted daughter also died when twenty-one years old.

In religious matters he inclines to the Presbyterian faith, though he is not a member of any
church.

NEWMAN, Alfred W., associate justice of the supreme court of Wisconsin, was born in
Durham, Greene county, New York, April 5th, 1834. His grandfather, William Newman,
and his grandmother were both natives of New England, and probably of English descent.
Soon after their marriage they removed to Greene county, New York, where their son,
William, the father of Justice Newman, was born in 1801, and where they spent the
remainder of their lives. William Newman, Jr., married Patty Rogers, a native of Broome
county, N. Y., and daughter of Daniel and Rachel Loomis Rogers, natives of Connecticut.
This Rogers family are said to trace

ALFRED W. NEWMAN.

their ancestry to the historic martyr, John Rogers, who suffered death at the stake for his
religious principles. William Newman was a farmer, and he and his wife spent their lives

in New York state. They were the parents of seven children—five girls and two boys, of
the latter of whom, Judge Alfred W. Newman was the older. He received an academic
education in Ithaca, New York, and in the Delaware Literary Institute at Franklin, Delaware
county. His academic course was followed by a course in Hamilton College, Clinton,
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New York, from which he graduated in 1857. While in Hamilton he received instruction
in law from Theodore W. Dwight, who was afterward, for many years, at the head of the
Columbia law school. For a few months after graduation he was in the law office of John
Olney at Windham Center, from which he was admitted to the bar in December, 1857,
at the general term at Albany. In March, 1858, he took up his residence in Trempealeau
county, Wisconsin, although he was for a few weeks at the beginning of the year at
Ahnapee, Kewaunee county. In 1860, only two years after his settlement in Trempealeau,
he was 40 elected county judge and held the office for seven years. He held the office
of district attorney from 1867 to 1876, with an interval of two years. In 1863 he was a
member of the state assembly, and was state senator for the term of 1868 and 1869.
He was elected judge of the Sixth judicial circuit in 1876, and was re-elected for the two
succeeding terms, without opposition.

In response to a call signed by lawyers and business men, irrespective of party, he
became a candidate for associate justice of the supreme court to succeed Justice Lyon,
who had declined re-election. Judge Newman was elected by a majority of nearly 50,000
over his opponent, Charles M. Webb

Among the important cases tried by Judge Newman while on the bench of the circuit
court were the “treasury suits"—the State vs. McFetridge, and the State vs. Harshaw. His
decision was against each of the defendants and against a strong popular sentiment. The
judgments, however, were sustained by the supreme court on the same general grounds
assigned by Judge Newman.

On political the judge has always been a Republican, having voted for Fremont in 1856,
and for every Republican presidential candidate since.

He was married August 15th, 1860, to Miss Celia E. Humphrey of Chenango county, New
York, and they have had seven children born to them. Four sons died in infancy. Two
daughters and a son survive.
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As lawyer, as legal representative of his county, as legislator, as circuit and supreme
judge, Justice Newman has maintained a character for ability and integrity which has
never been questioned; and he has proved equal to every duty imposed upon him. That
his decisions have been and will continue to be dictated solely by what he believes

to be the law and substantial justice, none entertain a doubt. Progressive in the best
sense of the word, he is one in whose professional and judicial judgment the public may
unhesitatingly repose its confidence.

WALLBER, Emil, lawyer, ex-mayor and judge, has long been a citizen of Milwaukee;
and, although a comparatively young man, has filled many official positions, and been as
prominently identified with the progress of the city as almost any man in it. He is the son
of Julius and Henrietta Krohn Wallber, both of whom were natives of Berlin, Germany,
where they resided until they came to this country in 1850. Judge Wallber was born in
Berlin, April 1st, 1841, and was consequently nine years of age when he made his home
in America. Upon their arrival in this country the family took up their residence in New
York City, where the elder boys attended the public schools, Emil shaping his studies

S0 as to prepare him for entering upon the study of law, upon which he had already
decided as his profession. Coming to this state in 1855, he entered the office of Charles
F. Bode, a justice of the peace, and afterwards of Winfield Smith and Edward Salomon,
who were then in partnership as lawyers, and began the study of law, which, with slight
interruptions, he has followed, in one form or another, ever since he was admitted to

the bar. Mr. Salomon was elected lieutenant-governor of Wisconsin for the two years of
1862-3, but Governor Harvey dying in the April following his inauguration, Mr. Salomon
became governor, and Mr. Wallber was made chief clerk in the executive office, and
served in that position until the end of Gov. Salomon's term. Meantime he continued his
legal studies as opportunity offered, and in 1864, was admitted to the bar, and the same
year was appointed, by Winfield Smith, his former preceptor, who had become attorney-
general, his assistant in that office. In this position of assistant attorney-general he served
two years, and then returned to Milwaukee, where he opened an office and commenced
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the practice of his profession. From 1870 to 1873 he served as school commissioner, two
of these years as president of the board; and, in 1872, he was a member of the lower
house of the state legislature. In 1873 he was nominated and 41 elected to the office of
city attorney, retaining the office by successive re-elections until 1878, when he declined a
renomination. He returned to the practice of law better fitted for the profession by reason
of the experience which he had had as legal representative of the city, and was steadily
gaining clients and friends, when, in 1884, he was elected mayor of Milwaukee, and re-
elected in 1886, thus serving four years in this responsible office. From 1883 to 1890

he was a member of the board of regents of the state normal schools. In 1889 he was
elected judge of the municipal court of Milwaukee, and re-elected in 1895. Meantime the
law establishing the court had been so changed as to take away from the court the petty
police cases, which it had tried for many years, and assigned them to a police justice for
trial, thus elevating the municipal court to the jurisdiction of a criminal court.

It is but justice to him to say that in all the official positions which he has held, he has had
the confidence of the people in a large measure, and has seldom, if ever, failed of election
to any office for which he has been a candidate. As a lawyer he has given close attention
and his best thought to the cases confided to him; as city attorney, he was careful of the
interests of the city; as mayor, no imputation of corrupt conduct is known to have been
made against him—the only criticism was as to the wisdom of his policy in certain cases;
as judge, he is generally considered to have held the scales of justice with an even hand,
and to have treated counsel and litigants with courtesy and fairness. In other positions that
may be termed honorary, he has rendered the public much valuable service which it will
not forget, and which will live for many years in its influence upon the institutions to which it
related, and upon those whose characters were shaping.

Judge Wallber is a Mason, member of Aurora Lodge, No. 30, and belongs to the Sons of
Herman. He has been prominent in the Turnverein Milwaukee, the Milwaukee

EMIL WALLBER.
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Musical society, Kindergarten Verein, and other societies of a social character or relating
to the educational progress of the community.

JENKINS, James G., judge of the United States circuit court of the Seventh judicial
circuit, was born at Saratoga Springs, N.Y., July 18th, 1834, the son of Edgar Jenkins,

a businessman of New York City, well known in his time, and, on the maternal side, a
grandson of Reuben H. Walworth, who was the last to hold the office of chancellor of
that state. He received a liberal education in his native state, read law in New York City
and was there admitted to the bar in 1855. In 1857 he came to Milwaukee and at once
began the practice of his profession, in which he was steadily engaged until 1888, when
he received and accepted the appointment of judge of the United States district court for
the Eastern district of Wisconsin. This position he filled with dignity and ability until 1893,
when he was promoted to the position of judge of the United States circuit court for the
Seventh judicial circuit to fill the vacancy caused by 42

JAMES G. JENKINS.

the resignation of Judge Gresham to enter the cabinet of President Cleveland. In politics
he early became prominent as a Democrat, and for many years he was conspicuous

in the councils of his party. When he came to the city he found a bar containing many
lawyers of unusual ability and prominence in the profession; yet he soon took a position
as the peer of most of them, and this he steadily maintained, the passing years adding
to his prominence and influence as a lawyer so long as he remained in practice. Some
six years after making his home in the city, he was elected city attorney, and held the
office through four successive terms. Among other important cases during his term as
city attorney, he successfully defended the constitutionality of the law authorizing taxation
to pay soldiers' bounty. In 1879 he was the Democratic candidate for governor of the
state, but was not elected; and in 1881 he received the vote of his party in the legislature
for United States senator. He was not, however, a seeker after what are termed political
offices or positions, and his candidacy for governor was accepted at the demand of the
leaders of his party rather than secured through any efforts of his own. After leaving the
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office of city attorney he entered with new zeal into the regular practice of the law and
soon had a large clientage, which he held so long as he continued in active practice. It
was undoubtedly strictly true, as stated when he received his judicial appointment, that his
acceptance of it would be in the nature of a great financial sacrifice. He has always been a
close student of the law, of general literature and of the arts; and these studies have given
him a strength and a grace in all his efforts at the bar which not many of his professional
associates have attained. Free from the tricks and cunning which too often disgrace the
practice of a noble profession, he came to be recognized as one of the foremost and
ablest of the bar of Wisconsin. As a practitioner he had his full share of notable cases in
the courts, and conducted as large a percentage of them to successful conclusion as have
the most prominent of his contemporaries.

In 1885 President Cleveland tendered him the position of associate justice of the supreme
court of the District of Columbia, but he declined it, as not in any sense more desirable
than his large and increasing practice.

In 1870 Judge Jenkins married the only daughter of Judge Andrew G. Miller, who was

the first judge of the United States district court of Wisconsin, and their home has been
notable as a center of social culture and refinement. The University of Wisconsin, in 1893,
and Wabash College of Indiana in 1897, conferred upon him the degree of LL. D., in
recognition of his attainments as a lawyer and judge.

Judge Jenkins is admirably qualified for the judiciary by education, culture and natural
tastes, as his career on the bench thus far has abundantly proved. The United States court
of appeals for the Seventh judicial circuit is composed of Associate Justice Brown of the
supreme court, Judge Woods of Indiana, Judge Showalter of Illinois and Judge Jenkins

of Wisconsin, and the circuit 43 comprises the three states named. He has heard many
cases of importance both from the financial interests and the principles involved; but the
case of the Farmers' Loan & Trust company, vs. the Northern Pacific railway, et al., gave
rise to a decision, which by reason of the principles announced, has given him a world-
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wide reputation. The action was to foreclose a trust mortgage for $140,000,000; and, upon
application of the plaintiff, receivers of the trust property were appointed by the court, on
objection thereto being offered by the defendants. The action was commenced in 1893 at
a time of great financial depression, the business of the railroads being reduced by one-
half; and the receivers reported to the court that they found it necessary to reduce the
salaries of the officers and employes of the company from ten to twenty per cent. This
reduction was to take effect January 1st, 1894. Naturally, the employes were opposed to
any such reduction of their wages, and threatened to strike if it were insisted upon. The
receivers, hearing of the threats, applied to the court for an injunctional order forbidding
them “from combing and conspizing to quit the service of the said receivers or doing
anything to cripple the property or prevent or hinder the operation of said railroad.” The
order did not forbid the employes from quietly, as individuals, or in a body, quitting the
service of the receivers, but from doing it as a body in such manner as to injure the
operation of the property. The order was issued December 19th, 1893, and three days
thereafter a supplemental injunctional order was issued embodying the provisions of the
first writ, with an additional clause forbidding the employees “from combining or conspiring
together or with others, either jointly or severally, or as committees, or as officers of any
so-called labor organization, with the design of causing a strike upon the lines of railroad
operated by said receivers.” In short, it was an order forbidding the men to commit a crime
against property which was in possession of the court or its agents.

A motion to dissolve the injunctional orders was denied by the court in an exhaustive
opinion (reported 60 Fed. Rep. 803) which will stand as a monument to the learning,
judicial ability and fearlessness of Judge Jenkins. He defined a strike to be “a combined
effort among workmen to compel the master to the concession of a certain demand by
preventing the conduct of his business until compliance with the demand.” On appeal
from this order to the circuit court of appeals, the order was sustained in its main features,
the following clause only being eliminated: “And from so quitting the services of the said
receivers, with or without notice, so as to cripple the property or to prevent or hinder the
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operation of said railroad.” The appellate court, however, directed that the injunction be
modified by describing therein the strike as defined by Judge Jenkins in his opinion. The
essential part of the order sustained was as follows: “And from combining and conspiring
to quit, with or without notice, the service of said receivers, with the object and intent of
crippling the property in their custody, or embarrassing the operations of said railroad.” In
all essentials the ruling of Judge Jenkins was sustained. The leaders of the organization,
however, were not content with the decision of the judge or with the opinion of the court of
appeals and took steps looking to his impeachment by congress, but nothing came of it, as
the judgment of all unbiased people was in favor of the stand taken by Judge Jenkins.

VINJE, Aad John, a resident of Superior and judge of the Eleventh Judicial circuit, is the
son of John Vinje, a farmer in easy financial circumstances, in Norway, who died in 1859,
from the effects of an accident. His ancestors for several generations belonged to the well-
to-do farmerclass. The maiden name of A. J. Vinje's mother was Ingeborg Klove, who was
born in Norway in 1824. On his mother's side he is a lineal descendant of A. 44

ADD JOHN VINJE.

A. Riber, bishop of Ulvik, who went from Denmark into Norway in 1654; and his maternal
ancestors belonged to the nobility until distinctions of this class were abolished. His
great-grandfather, Aad Klove, whose name he bears, was a member of the constitutional
convention held at Eidsvold in 1814, when Norway declared her independence of
Denmark, and was a signer of Norway's constitution. His grandfather, David Klove, served
a number of terms in the storthing, or congress, and occupied several important political
positions in the county where he lived. In 1814, his mother married again, and, in 1869, the
family emigrated to Marshall county, lowa, where his parents still reside.

A. J. Vinje was born November 10th, 1857, at Voss, Norway. From 1869 to 1874 he
attended the common schools of Marshall county when he could be spared from farm
work. The family arrived in lowa from Norway on a Friday afternoon, and the next Monday
his mother sent him to school. She is a warm admirer of our public school system. If
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asked to what he owes whatever of success he has attained, he says that he would
unhesitatingly answer: “To my mother and our free public school system—it was she

who taught me the value of an education, and our free public schools that enabled me

to secure one.” A neighbor had asked her to take her boy out of school to herd cattle for
him; and, upon her declining, he remarked: “Your boy will never be anything but a farmer,
anyway.” “That may be, sir,” she answered, “but | want him to be an intelligent one.” This
ended the argument, and the boy went back to school. In 1874 he attended one term in
lowa college, at Grinnell, and in 1873-6 he was a student in the Northwestern University
at Des Moines, lowa. The next two years he taught school in Marshall county. In 1878, he
entered the subfreshmen class in the University of Wisconsin, from the literary department
of which he graduated with honors in 1884. His parents lost their property in the panic of
1873, and, as a consequence, he had to pay his own educational expenses, which he

did chiefly by teaching school. From the time he entered the university until he graduated
he was out, teaching, one year and two terms; and, during the last three years of his
college course, he taught four weeks every summer vacation, in the Teachers' Institute at
Marshaltown, lowa. While at the university he was an active member of the Natural History
club and the Mathematical society, and for two years was one of the managing editors

of the University Press. Philosophy, languages and natural sciences were his favorite
studies.

From 1884 until 1888 he was assistant to the state librarian at Madison; and, while
occupying this position, he completed the law course in the university, graduating
therefrom in 1887. In 1888 he was appointed assistant to the supreme court reporter,

and held the position until the spring of 1891, when he resigned to enter the practice

of law of Superior in partnership with Hon. L. S. Butler. This partnership was dissolved

by mutual consent January 1st, 1895. In August of that year the office of judge of the
Eleventh Judicial Circuit becoming vacant through the resignation of 45 Judge Marshall,
who had been appointed associate justice of the supreme court, the bar of Douglas county
unanimously recommended the appointment of Mr. Vinje to the vacancy. He received the
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appointment from Gov. Upham, and the following spring was elected for the term ending
the first Monday in January, 1901.

In politics Judge Vinje is a Republican and in religion a Unitarian.

Judge Vinje was married, in 1886, to Alice Idell Miller, of Oregon, Wis., and they have
three children—Arthur, David and Janet.

O'NEILL, James , a resident of Neillsville and judge-elect of the Seventeenth Judicial
circuit, was born at Lisbon, St. Lawrence county, N. Y., Sept 3d, 1847. His father, Andrew
O'Neill, a farmer by occupation, is also a native of Lisbon, and resides there still. His
grandfather, also Andrew O'Neill, the first settler in the town of Lisbon, was born in Shanes
Castle on the banks of Lake Neag, in the north of Ireland. Andrew O'Neill, the father of
the Judge, is a Republican, was collector of customs in Lisbon for sixteen years, is a
member of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and has a most honorable record as a good
man and a public-spirited citizen. Judge O'Neill's mother, Mary Holliston, was born near
Ogdensburg, N. Y., and died in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1852.. Her parents were both from
Berwickshire, Scotland. His paternal grandfather's maiden name was Armstrong, and her
nationality English.

James O'Neill had his rudimentary education in the common schools of his native town,
and began teaching a district school when fifteen years of age and taught several terms.
In 1863, at the age of sixteen years, he entered St. Lawrence University, at Canton, N. Y.,
and was a student therein for three years in all, dropping out occasionally to teach school
and earn part of the money necessary to enable him to pursue his studies. In 1868 he
entered Cornell University as a sophomore, and

JAMES O'NEILL
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graduated therefrom in June, 1871, in the full classical course. While in the university he
was editor of the Cornell Era one year, and member of the Delta Upsilon fraternity. From
1870 to 1871 he was principal of the Ogdensburg Academy.

Entering the Albany law school in 1872, he graduated in 1873, and came to Wisconsin in
September following, on a visit to his uncle, James O'Neill, at Neillsville, who was its first
settler, he having located there in 1844, represented the county in the state assembly in
1849 and 1868, and died in 1880. At the earnest solicitation of his uncle, the young man
concluded to make his home in Neillsville, opened an office there from the practice of the
law, and there he was remained since, steadily pursuing his professional work, first alone,
then with H. W.. Sheldon from 1877 to 1879, and again alone until 1890, when Spencer M.
Marsh became his partner, under the firm name of O'Neill & Marsh.

Judge O'Neill's political record has been that of a consistent and earnest Republican,
and an honorable worker for what he believes to be the best public policy. He was a
member 46 of the lower houses of the legislature in 1885, was appointed district attorney
of Clark county, by Gov. Rusk in 1887, and elected to the same office in the following
year by the largest majority received by anyone on the ticket. In 1888 he was a delegate
to the Republican national convention, and was the Republican candidate for attorney-
general in 1890 and 1892, but the party was defeated in those years, and he suffered

de feat with it. He was a candidate for judge of the Seventeenth circuit in 1891, but was
defeated by W. F. Bailey, who had a majority of 512. He was again a candidate for the
same position in April, 1897, and was elected by a plurality of 5412, one of his opponents
being Win. F. Bailey, who was successful four years before in the contest for the same
office. Judge O'Neil carried every county in the circuit, and the endorsement by the press
of his candidacy and of his eminent fitness for the office both as regarded character and
ability were unqualified and enthusiastic.

The Judge was baptized and brought up in the Episcopal church—the church of his father.
He was married June 6th, 1876, to Marian Robinson of Neillsville, and two children have
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been born to them—a son, Ernest, twenty years old, now in the state university, and a
daughter, Marian, fourteen years of age.

COSSADAY, John B., chief justice of the supreme court of Wisconsin, was born in
Herkimer county, New York, July 7th, 1830. His father died some three years after

the birth of this boy, and his mother, with her child, removed with her parents to Tioga
county, Pa. There the boy began attending the district school, working for his board, as
his mother was without means to give him the full advantages which boys of his age
usually receive. Before he had attained his seventeenth year he had, in addition to his
attendance upon the district school, been on term at the Tioga academy and one at the
academy in Wellsborough. During the next four years he was engaged in teaching and in
manual labor, and in this way secured the means for the payment of his expenses during a
course of study of two terms at the academy in Knoxville, Pa., and two at the Alfred (N. Y.)
Academy, from which he graduated. He then spent a year in the University of Michigan,
taking a select course. This was followed by a short time at the Albany law school, after
which he studied law in an office in Wellsborough, Pa. In 1857 he came to Janesville,
Wis., where he entered the law office of H. S. Conger, afterwards judge of that circuit, and
studied law for a year or more, when he became a member of the law firm of Benneth,
Cossaday & Gibbs. This partnership continued seven years, during which Mr. Cossaday,
by his native ability, industry and perseverance, rapidly rose in his profession, until he
came to be recognized as one of the ablest members of the Rock county bar. For two
years from 1866 he was in practice alone, then in company with Willard Merrill, now of the
Northwestern Life Insurance company, for five years, and after that with Ed. F. Carpenter,
a half-brothers of the late Senator Carpenter, until he was appointed to the supreme bench
in November, 1880.

Mr. Cossaday, both as lawyer and judge, has always been a hard student, with great care
for details and methods, a close reasoner, an untiring worker, and unsparing of effort in

the preparation of his cases. As an advocate he had few equals, because of the clearness,
directness and force with which he presented a case. He was, in addition, the master of an
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attractive style, which rose to the plane of real eloquence when he chose to indulge in that
form of speech. He was successful at the bar from the beginning, and during his twenty
odd years of practice was never wanting in clients.

Since the organization of the Republican party there has been no more consistent earnest
and zealous adherent of it than Mr. Cossaday. He was a delegate to the Baltimore
convention in 1864 that nominated Lincoln for re-election, 47 and was member of the
committee on credentials. The same year he was elected to the legislative assembly,
serving on the judiciary and railroad committees. The thirteenth amendment to the national
constitution was presented for ratification at that session, and he took an active part in

the debate on its passage. In 1876 he was again elected to the assembly, was chosen its
speaker, and his ability and tact in that position resulted in one of the shortest and most
effective session in the history of the state. He was a delegate-at-large to the Republican
national convention in Chicago in 1880, and was chairman of the delegation. He presented
to the convention the name of E. B. Washburn as a candidate for the nomination for
president in a dignified, eloquent and powerful speech; but it was seen on the second day
that none of the leading candidates would be nominated, and the Wisconsin delegation,
which contained some of the ablest Republicans in the state, decided that at the proper
moment the vote of the state should be cast for James A. Garfield, and it was left for

Mr. Cossaday to determine when that time had come. On the thirty-fourth ballot he
declared to his fellow-delegates that the time had come for breaking the dead-lock, and
announced the vote of Wisconsin for Garfield, amid intense excitement. The second

ballot thereafter Garfield received the nomination. From the time of his coming to the

state Justice Cossaday had taken an active part in all important political campaigns,
making able and effective speeches, devoted to the discussion of the questions at issue
between the parties, but never descending to mere partisan harangues. Yet he was not
an officeseeker, though frequently a delegate to state conventions, and in positions where
he might have secured nomination had he so chosen. He declined all offices, however,
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when tendered, though among them were those connected with his profession, such as
attorney-general and circuit judge.

Chief Justice Ryan of the supreme court died in October, 1880, creating a vacancy in
JOHN B. COSSODAY.

that court. Immediately the Rock county bar addressed a petition to Gov. Smith asking

the appointment of Justice Cossaday to the vacancy, and this petition was followed up

by personal letters to the governor from such prominent persons as Senator Carpenter,
Willard Merrill and by most favorable notices from the public press. Justice Cole, the oldest
member on the bench, was appointed chief justice, and Mr. Cossaday associate justice.

In April, 1881, both were elected to the places to which they had been appointed, on calls
from the bar and the members of the legislature. In 1889 Justice Cossaday was re-elected
without opposition, receiving 210,899 votes. Upon the death of Chief Justice Orton, in July,
1895, Justice Cossaday became chief justice under the law, he being oldest judge in point
of service. In 1881 Beloit College conferred upon him the degree of LL. D., an honor most
worthily bestowed. His judicial work has been most faithfully and ably done, and has given
entire satisfaction to the bar and to the people generally. Since taking his place on the
bench he was shown his regard for the proprieties of the position by refraining entirely 48
from all active participation in political affairs.

Since 1885 Justice Cossaday has been lecturer to the senior class in the college of law

of the University of Wisconsin. His lectures on wills have been published and they form
the text-book on that subject in the law school. He still lectures once a week during the
college year on constitutional law. He has delivered some very able addresses on various
subjects—one a memorial address on Gen. Grant—which have been published and highly
commended.

Justice Cossaday was married on the 21st of February, 1860, to Miss Mary P. Spaulding
of Janesville, Wis., and they have four daughters and a son. The daughters are all
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married, and are Mrs. Wm. H. Jacobs of Denver, Colorado; Mrs. Geo. H. Wheelock of
South Bend, Ind.; Mrs. Nathan Clark of Duluth, Minn., and Mrs. Carl Johnson of Madison,
Wis. The son, Eldon J., is connected with the legal department of the Atchison. Topeka &
Santa Fe railroad in Chicago.

Justice and Mrs. Cossaday have long been consistent and earnest members of the
Congregational church, and four of their children are members of the same organization.

SUTHERLAND, George Eaton , a member of the Milwaukee bar and a lawyer of ability
and thorough education, is the son of Samuel Wait Sutherland, who was a well-to-do
father and a vigorous opponent of slavery in the stirring times just before the war of the
rebellion. His mother was Amy Smith, a daughter of Ezra Smith, a sea captain of New
London, Connecticut. Mr. Sutherland's ancestry on his father's side was a Scotch descent,
and English on the mother's

He was born in Burlington, Otsego county, New York, on the 14th day of September,
1843. His early education was received in the common schools in his native state and

in Wisconsin, to which state he came with his parents in 1855, settling on a farm near
Waukan, Winnebago county. His experiences in making his way toward a liberal education
did not differ materially from those of other boys with the same ambition. After completing
the usual preparatory studies, he entered Amherst College in Massachusetts, pursued
the classical course, and graduated therefrom in 1870, standing among the class honor
men, and having won a number of prizes for scholarship. After leaving Amherst he

took a two years' course in Columbia College Law School, completing it in one year.

In September, 1871, he opened an office for the practice of his profession in Ripon.
Wisconsin, continuing in business with fair success until 1874, when he removed to Fond
du Lac, and entered into partnership with David Taylor, later one of the associate justices
of the supreme court of the state. This partnership continued until Judge Taylor took his
seat upon the supreme bench, in 1878. Mr. Sutherland removed to Milwaukee in 1886,
and at once began the practice of his profession in the city. His principal business is court
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work, or work in the actual trial of cases; and he is very frequently employed as counsel to
assist other attorneys in important actions.

Mr. Sutherland's war record is highly creditable to him as a citizen soldier. He enlisted

at Utica, New York, September 30th, 1862, in the First New York light artillery. On the
23rd of July, 1864, he was commissioned, by President Lincoln, captain in the Thirteenth
United States colored heavy artillery. On the 12th of October, 1864, he was wounded and
taken prisoner at Eddyville, Kentucky. After recovering from his wound and release from
captivity, he was made commissary of subsistence at Smithfield, Kentucky, during the
spring and early summer of 1865. The remainder of the year, until discharged on the 26th
of November, he served as member of a military commission and court-matrtial at Camp
Nelson and Lexington, Kentucky. He was recommended for promotion to the office of
major, but no vacancy occurring 49 the promotion was not made. Mr. Sutherland has been
a member of the Wisconsin division of the Grand Army and Loyal Legion, and commander
of the latter organization.

The political and official record of Mr. Sutherland is a worthy one, based upon substantial
public service. He was city attorney of Ripon for two years, member of the county board
of supervisors of Fond du Lac county one year, and member of the state senate for the
term of 1880-2. In 1880 he was appointed by Gov. Smith chairman of the committee

to investigate the affairs of the state hospital near Madison. He entered upon his work
with energy and did it most thoroughly and conscientiously. In the prosecution of this
duty he became convinced that the system of governing the charitable, reformatory and
penal institutions of the state by unpaid boards of trustees was wrong in theory and
unsatisfactory in its results. At the next session of the legislature, therefore, he introduced
a bill providing for the placing of all these institutions under one paid supervisory board,
and abolishing all of the local boards of trustees. The scheme was a novel one, and met
with some opposition at first; but the facts and arguments in its support, as presented by
Mr. Sutherland, finally overcame what opposition there was, and the bill became a law with
only one dissenting vote. The board of supervision, now called the board of control, was
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formed and took charge of the institutions in the summer of 1881. The system is still in
operation to the very general satisfaction of those who have familiarized themselves with
its results. Other states have followed the lead of Wisconsin in this matter, and adopted
its plan in whole or in part, as the most efficient and satisfactory system yet found of
managing state institutions of that character.

Mr.Sutherland held the position of post-master at Fond du Lac in 1883-4, and made an
efficient and popular officer; but was removed in the latter year on account of “offensive
partisanship.” In April, 1897, he was

GEORGE EATON SUTHERLAND.

elected judge of the superior court of Milwaukee county, and entered upon the discharge
of his judicial duties in May following. He is a member of the Old Settlers' club. He is also
a member of Plymouth Congregational church, and has been president of its board of
trustees for many years.

Mr. Sutherland was married on the 4th of May, 1871, to Adela E. Merrell, sister of Dr.
Merrell, formerly president of Ripon College. They have two children, Amy Marie and
Agnes Madeline Sutherland.

BUNDY, Egbert Bird , for twenty years judge of the Eight judicial circuit, is a resident of
Menomonie, Dunn county. He was born in Windsor, N. Y., on the 8th of February, 1833,
the son of Oliver T. and Lydia Smith Bundy, whose ancestors for several generations were
natives of Connecticut. Oliver T. Bundy was a physician who practiced many years in
Windsor, N. Y.

Judge Bundy received his education in the common schools of Windsor and at Windsor
Academy. After leaving school he studied 50

EDBERT BIRD BUNDY.
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law in a law office at Deposit, N. Y., and was admitted to the bar in Cortland, N. Y., at the
general term of the supreme court. In 1857 he came to Wisconsin, and settled in Dunn
county, where he has ever since resided. He engaged in the practice of his profession in
what was then a comparatively new and sparsely settled country, and continued it steadily,
serving one term as county judge, until 1877, when he was elected judge of the Eighth
judicial circuit to fill a vacancy, and after that was re-elected for three full terms, always
as a non-partisan candidate. His last term as judge expired at the beginning of the year
1897, since which time he and his son, R. E. Bundy, have been associated in the practice
of law in Menomonie. Judge Bundy, up to the time of his election as judge, was engaged
in most of the important trials in his county and conducted some important tax litigations
between lumbermen of the northwest and the county authorities, and was successful in
some important trespass cases brought against trespassers on state lands.

Judge Bundy has always been a Democrat and free-trader in politics, and has generally
voted the Democratic ticket, and in the presidential election of 1896 voted for Bryan. He
is a member of the Masonic order, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and of the
Episcopal church.

In 1861 Judge Bundy was married to Miss Reubena Macaulay, and to them have been
born nine children, of whom C. T. Bundy is a lawyer of Eau Clair; W. H. Bundy is with the
Rice Lake Lumber company; R. E. Bundy is the partner of his father in the law business, in
Menonomie; Edward W. Bundy is a lawyer in Ellsworth, Wis., and one of the daughters is
the wife of A. G. Gray of Menonomie.

AUSTIN, Robert N., judge of the superior court of Milwaukee county, was born in Carlisle,
Schoharie county, New York, on the 19th of August, 1822. His ancestry is traceable to
immigrants who came to this country from England not long subsequent to the landing

of the “Pilgrim” at Plymouth Rock. One of these ancestors, Samuel Austin, settled in
Connecticut; and from him Judge Austin is descended. The judge's grandfather was

a soldier in the revolutionary war, who, after peace had been declared, removed from
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Connecticut to Westchester county, New York. Judge Austin's father was the Rev.

James Nelson Austin, a Presbyterian clergyman of promise in that region, who died

while still a young man, leaving his wife with her less than one-year-old boy in straitened
circumstances. The boy was taken and reared by friends, and, as he developed, he
showed an unusual taste for learning, which it was not easy in those times fully to gratify.
He, however, made such good use of his limited educational privileges that at the age

of sixteen he was teaching a country district school. This work was continued for a time,
affording the ambitious student not only the means of support, but proving a source of
mental improvement. He succeeded at length, in spite of obstacles and many and sore
discouragements, in securing a preparation for a liberal course of study, and 51 entered
Union College, Schenectady, from which he was graduated in the classical course in 1845.
At the conclusion of his college course he returned to teaching, to replenish his exhausted
purse, securing the principalship of an academy in Cherry Valley, Otsego county, New
York. He is said at that time to have contemplated the study of theology, but a very serious
illness absorbed his resources and left him without the means to prosecute his theological
studies; he, therefore, changed his purpose, giving up theology and taking up the law

as the shorter and less expensive road to establishment in a profession. Accordingly he
entered the office of Jabez D. Hammond of Cherry Valley, as a law student, and so rapid
was his progress in the study that he passed the examination and was admitted to the bar
in 1847.

He did not attempt to establish himself in his native state, but, in May, 1848, set out

for Milwaukee, where he entered at once upon the practice of his profession, which he
followed without intermission until 1891, when he was elected judge of the superior court.
He has had many important suits in the various courts of the city and state, and for very
many years he was one of the most familiar figures at the Milwaukee bar. As an advocate
he is forcible, often eloquent, handles his cases with skill, and goes directly to the heart of
things. Few will question that he is one of the most learned of the Milwaukee lawyers, or
that his knowledge of the law was one of the considerations which made for his elevation
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to the judgeship. He has for many years borne the reputation of being an able criminal
lawyer, and has had a large share of that business. His life has been given without reserve
to his profession, and in that and the study of literature he has found his chief delight.

He had a natural fondness for the study of languages, and reads German, French, Latin
and Greek with facility. Within the last three years he has made and written a translation
of the New Testament from the original Greek, which he preserves with great care and
devotion.

ROBERT N. AUSTIN.

He has been twice married and has two living children by the first marriage, a son, who
resides in Minneapolis, and is general passenger agent of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
company, and a daughter, married, and living in St. Paul, Minnesota.

BARDEEN, Charles Valdo, judge of the Sixteenth circuit, resides at Wausau, Marathon
county, Wisconsin, and is the son of Rasselas Bardeen, a farmer in moderate
circumstances, and of Maria Palmer Bardeen. Judge Bardeen was born in Madison
county, New York, September 23rd, 1850, but came with his parents to Wisconsin when
five years of age. The family settled on a farm in Albion, Dane county, and there the boy
began his education in the district school, continuing it in Albion Academy and in the
University of Wisconsin, which he left admission to the junior class. He helped himself to
his education by teaching school, an employment which has, in many cases, paved the
way to scholarship and to a prosperous, useful and distinguished career. In 1874 he 52

CHARLES VALDO BARDEEN.

entered the law department of the state university, and in June, 1875, he was admitted to
the bar.

The year of his admission he went to Wausau, Wisconsin, where he opened an office for
the practice of his profession, and there he has ever since resided. He was appointed
district attorney in 1876, the duties of which office he discharged with an ability and fidelity
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which brought him into public notice, and marked him as a lawyer of more than the usual
prominence. His interest in public education, and his efficiency in its promotion, is shown
by the fact that he held the position of superintendent of the city schools for ten years.

He was elected judge of the Sixteenth circuit for the term commencing with January, 1892,
and was re-elected in April, 1897, for the term beginning with the year 1898. His political
affiliations are with the Republican party, but he is not a partisian, and was elected circuit
judge without regard to politics, and because it was generally recognized that he was
especially qualified for the position. His elevation to the bench was in pursuance of the
policy which has generally prevailed in Wisconsin of divorcing the judiciary from everything
like mere struggles of party.

Judge Bardeen was married June 17th, 1876, to Frankie H. Miller, and they have three
children—a son, Charles V., Jr., and two daughters, Eleanor and Florence.

He is a Mason, being a member of Forest Lodge, F. and A. M., No. 130; Wausan Chapter,
R. A. M., No. 51; St. Omer Commandery, K. T., No. 19, and was elected, in 1892, Grand
High Priest, R. A. M. of Wisconsin.

RAUSCHENBERGER, W. G., mayor of the city of Milwaukee, resides at 887 Teutonia
avenue, and was born in Soldin, Prussia, December 6th, 1855. His father is John
Rauschenberger, a cordage manufacturer and woodenware dealer. He is also a native

of Soldin, where he followed his business for some twenty years, and where he was

long a member of the city council. Mrs. Rauschenberger, nee Amalie Schmieden, died

in 1882. The family came to this country in 1860, stopping first in Milwaukee, but finding
the conditions unfavorable for establishing his business, and it being difficult to obtain
other employment, Mr. Rauschenberger removed with his family to New Berlin, Waukesha
county, where he worked on a farm for some two years, and there the boy attended his
first school. The family returning to Milwaukee in 1862, the boy continued his studies in the
public schools and in the Lutheran school of St. Petrie until 1868, when he left off the study
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of books for the study of things, taking up his father's trade of cordage making, which he
had established in a small way in 1864, and in which the boy had worked in vacation and
in other unoccupied times. In this employment he earned his first money, and in the course
of a few years he had saved some five hundred dollars, which served as the beginning

of his business career. In 1880 he became a partner in his father's business, which was
continued in this manner 53 until 1893, when a corporation was formed under the firm
name of John Rauschenberger company, of which the senior member of the firm became
president and W. G. Rauschenberger the secretary and treasurer. The business steadily
gained in volume until 1895, when it became necessary to open an office and salesroom
in the business part of the city, and these rooms are now at 97 West Water street, where
is carried a full line of rope, twine and all forms of goods common to this business. The
factory is at 887 Teutonia avenue, where, in addition to all kinds of cordage, mats, hair
tassels, etc., are made. The business reaches all over the entire western states, and some
branches of it over the whole country.

In politics Mr. Rauschenberger has always been a Republican. In 1880 he was elected
alderman from the Tenth ward for the term of three years, and in 1883 was re-elected

for a similar term. In 1886 he was appointed school commissioner for the ward, was
reappointed in 1888, and in 1889 was elected president of the board, and served for one
term. In 1892 he was elected alderman from the Tenth ward, and re-elected in 1894,
receiving the largest majority ever polled by a candidate for that office—over 2,000. When
the new council was organized in 1894, he was made president, and held the office for the
full term of two years. In the spring of 1896 he was nominated for mayor and elected by a
large majority, and this office he now holds, the term being two years. He was nominated
by the Republicans for register of deeds in 1882, but his opponent having the Democratic
nomination and that of the Trades assembly, he was defeated—the only time in his
political career when he had this experience.
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He is a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and has held every official
position in the lodge. He is also a member of the National Union and of the North Side
Turnverein, of which he has been speaker and trustee for several terms.

W. G. RAUSCHENBERGER.

He was married to Ida Anger of Milwaukee on the 15th of July, 1883, and they have two
children, Ida and Reinhold; a third daughter died several years since.

Mr. Rauschenberger is a typical man of business, combining the progressive spirit with
that conservatism which, while it does not hamper enterprise, is a guarantee of security
against sudden and unforeseen disaster.

LEWIS, James T.—Among the men who have been prominent in the state there are few, if
any, who have a record that exceeds that of ex-Governor Lewis in the extent and value of
the public service rendered, or the unselfish character of his public life.

James T. Lewis was born in Clarendon, New York, on the 30th of October, 1819, and is
the son of Shubael Lewis. His paternal ancestors were early settlers of New England, and
his father was a native of Massachusetts, where he was born on the 27th of February,
1783. He was a boy poor in purse, but rich in those qualities which command respect and
insure financial success. By industry and 54

JAMES T. LEWIS.

enterprise he acquired a considerable estate in New York, and afterward greatly increased
it in Wisconsin. He was thrice married; first on the 29th of January, 1815, to Eleanor
Robertson, a lady of Scotch descent, who was the mother of five sons and two daughters.
She died October 8th, 1834. Mr. Lewis' second marriage was to Miss Parna Nichols, who
Laying no children of her own, was a real mother to those of her predecessor, and is most
grateful remembered by Mr. Lewis for her pure and devoted life, and for the teachings to
which he attributes no small part of his success. The third marriage of Gov. Lewis' father
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was to Miss Mary Bugbee. He died at the advanced age of seventy-eight years. One of
Gov. Lewis' brothers, Shubael R., was a distinguished soldier in the Mexican war—the
first to scale the walls in the assault on Chepultepee. His bravery on this occasion was
rewarded by the presentation of a sword.

James t. Lewis, the third son of this family and the subject of this sketch, after passing
through the common schools, took a course in English and the classics in Clarkson
Academy and Clinton Seminary, New York; and, in 1842, he began the study of law with
Governor Selden of Clarkson, N. Y. Declining flattering offers if the would settle in Clinton,
and begin the practice of law there, he removed to Wisconsin, and took up his residence
Columbus, which has ever since been his home. In 1845 he was admitted to the bar in

the United States district court, and subsequently in the state supreme court. The same
year he was married to Miss Orlena M. Sturgis, daughter of a prominent merchant of
Clarendon, N. Y., who bore him four children, one of whom died in infancy. The three living
are Seldon J., Charles R. and Annie L.

Possessed of a good education, well versed in the law, having executive ability of a

rare order, Mr. Lewis was not long in impressing his individuality upon the community in
which he had taken up his residence, and in demonstrating his fitness for public station.
He was successively chosen district attorney, county judge and member of the second
constitutional convention, which met on the 15th of December, 1847. In 1852 he was
elected member of the legislative assembly, and in the following year, a member of the
state senate, which became historic as the body before which a circuit judge was tried
on articles of impeachment—the only trial of the kind in the history of the state. He held
the office of lieutenant-governor for two years from January, 1854; was secretary of state
for the years 1862-3, and governor for the two years beginning with January, 1864. In all
these official positions his administration was characterized by ability and faithfulness in
the discharge of duty that unfortunately is rare in official life. His popularity at home, one
of the best tests of a man's real worth, was shown when he was candidate for secretary
of state by his receiving every vote cast in the city of Columbus. When elected governor,
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he received a majority of 23,664, the largest ever given on that office up to the election of
1896.

Gov. Lewis' administration of the gubernatorial office covered the closing years of the

55 war, one of the most trying times in the whole history of the state government, and

he set himself with all his vigor of mind and body to the discharge of the duties of his
responsible position, feeling that his first obligation and that of every citizen was to do

all in power to maintain the integrity and honor of the national government. The principle
which governed his administration is embodied in a declaration of his at the time: “He
who is not a faithful friend to the government of his country in this trying hour is no friend
of mine.” He was indefatigable in forwarding troops to the front, and in looking after the
soldiers of Wisconsin when at the theater of war. He visited their camps and hospitals,
and finally secured from the surgeon-general of the United States an order transferring
sick and wounded Wisconsin soldiers to hospitals within the state. By this measure many
a soldier languishing in the rude hospitals at the front was placed where he could be
more comfortable and where in recovery was more probable. Thus the lives of many
were saved, and health fully restored. He was active in establishing a home for soldiers'
orphans, by which many a child whose father sacrificed his life for his country was brought
up in comfort and given a practical education. He secured the correction of an error in the
states quota of soldiers by which it was reduced some four thousand, and successfully
prosecuted claims against the general government to the amount of half a million of
dollars. He declined the usual appropriation of a governor's contingent fund, and this was
an example of the great economy which characterized all his administration. All his official
acts were marked by strict justice, yet he was eminently a man of generous impulses.

As his term drew to a close he let it be understood that he would not accept a
renomination, and finding that his decision in this respect was unalterable, the convention
adopted resolutions expressing regret at this decision, and cordial appreciation of the vary
great efficiency and excellence of his administration.
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In all his career he has maintained a character above reproach. Unostentatious and faithful
to the last degree in the discharge of duty, he has been an official who might well be taken
as an example for those who follow him. He has taken great interest in education and has
given liberally of his means for that purpose; and it was in recognition of this fact, as well
as because he was worthy of the honor, that Lawrence University bestowed upon him the
degree of LL. D.

HOARD, William Dempster, ex-governor of Wisconsin, a leading dairyman and able

writer and speaker on subjects connected with that industry, was born in Stockbridge,
Madison country, N. Y., October 10th, 1836, the son of Rev. William B. Hoard, a Methodist
clergyman, for several years in active connection with the Oncida conference in central
New York. He retired from the active ministry in 1842, settling upon a farm in Stockbridge,
N. Y., where he resided until his death in 1883. He became known as one of the most
skillful dairymen of his region. His father was Enos Hoard, who came from Taunton, Mass.,
to Stockbridge, New York, about the year 1800, and became a prosperous farm. Gov.
Hoard's mother, whose maiden name was Sarah C. White, daughter of Benjamin and
Betsey Sawyer White, was born in Eaton, N. Y., in 1809. Her material grandfather, Captain
Jesse Sawyer of Vermont, commanded a company in Col. Ethan Allen's regiment in the
Revolutionary war. Her father was a soldier in the war of 1812-14. Her brother, Rev. W. W.
White, was a noted pulpit orator in the Oncida conference. J. S. Hoard, a paternal uncle

of the governor, was lieutenant-colonel of a Pennsylvania regiment during the war of the
rebellion.

Gov. Hoard's early education was obtained in the district school, but he was obliged to
leave it at sixteen to work on the farm. One of the most potent influence in his education
was the district school library of a hundred 56

WILLIAM DEMPSTER HOARD.

volumes, which was largely the selection of his grandfather, and contained standard works
in history, biography and general literature. These books, together with such others as
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he could borrow, and the influence of his mother, who was a woman of unusual mental
power, gave him a strong inclination for reading and study.

In October, 1857, he came to Wisconsin, stopping a few months with a cousin in Dodge
county. The following winter he taught a singing school, and continued that occupation
winters, working as a farm hand summers. In May, 1861, he enlisted in company E, Fourth
regiment, in which he served as private during the summer of 1861, the regiment being
engage in the East Shore expedition in Virginia, guarding the Baltimore & Ohio railroad,
and also in the expedition against New Orleans, which resulted in its capture under Gen.
Butler. In July, 1862, he was discharged at New Orleans, because of disability, and
returned to his native town in New York; where, recovering his health, he again enlisted,
this time in Company A, First New York Light artillery. This battery saw service in the
Army of the Potomac and in the Department of the Shenadoah, under Gen. Sheridan,
and was mustered out of service July 4th, 1865. In the following autumn he returned to
Wisconsin, took up his residence in Columbus, engaging in the nursery business and
hop culture. March 17th, 1870, he commenced the publication of The Jefferson County
Union, at Lake Mills, and three years later removed the paper to Fort Atkinson, which
has since been home, and where the paper is still published. In the same year he also
received the appointment of deputy United States marshal and took the federal census
of several neighboring towns. In 1872 he was elected justice of the peace, and the same
year sergeant-at-arms of the state senate.

Mr. Hoard's somewhat remarkable career really had its beginning about 1871, when he
commenced to devote especial attention in his paper to dairying. He had studied the
subject carefully, and believed that there was a great future for it. He had a practical
knowledge of dairying in all its branches, and was thoroughly prepared to be a leader

in the business. He organized the Jefferson County Dairymen's association, and also

the Wisconsin State Dairymen's association, in 1872, of which he was, three years, the
secretary; and was chosen president of the Northwestern Dairymen's association in 1878,
and continued at the head of that organization for several years. The influence of these
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associations, of which Mr. Hoard has throughout been the practical leader, has been
remarkable. Before their formation, the total value of the annual milk product of the state
was only about $1,000,000, and that of an inferior quality. Within a few years thereafter
the quantity and quality had vastly increased, until in 1895 the value had reached the
enormous sum of $30,000,000, or about double what it was a few years before, while in
the quality of the product Wisconsin was on a par with the foremost states in the Union. AT
first Mr. Hoard's advocacy of th dairy interest was 57 carried on in The Jefferson County
Union as an incidental of newspaper work, then a separate department was demanded by
the growth and importance of the industry; but at length, it demanded a separate paper,
and “Hoard's Dairyman” was launched, which was a success from the start, and has now
grown into a twenty-page, four-column quarto, with the largest paid subscription list of any
dairy paper in the world, and its name and fame are not confined to America. For years
Mr. Hoard has been the leading lecturer on dairy matters before farmers' institutes, and
has spoken forcibly and eloquently on his favorite theme all over the United States and
Canada.

His prominence in this great reform in matters pertaining to agriculture, and the practical
good sense displayed in his public utterances led to the suggestion of his nomination by
the Republicans, in 1888, as candidate for governor. The suggestion was received with
favor, his nomination followed, and he was elected by a large plurality. His administration
was an excellent one, exhibiting a comprehensive grasp of public affairs and of the
responsibilities of his position that inspired confidence and respect. His message showed
that he had been studying the important questions relating to citizenship, and that he

was not afraid to make suggestions. Among the subjects which especially engrossed his
attention was that of popular education. It had been reported that hundreds of children in
the state were being educated solely in a foreign language, and he did not hesitate to say
that this was contrary to the spirit of American institutions, and he recommended that a law
be enacted requiring that reading and writing in English be taught each child. In pursuance
of this suggestion, a law was passed which required that each child between the ages of
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seven and fifteen years be instructed, somewhere and somehow, in the English language
at least sixty days in each year. The law passed without objection; but soon the cry was
raised that the law aimed at the destruction of the patochial schools, and through appeals
to religious prejudice, Gov. Hoard was defeated in his candidacy for re-election, and a
worthy man and able and efficient official was relegated to private life. He retired gracefully
to the promotion of his dairy interests, which had become extensive.

He was married February 9th, 1860, to Miss Agnes E. Bragg, daughter of William Bragg of
Lake Mills. They have three sons—Halbert L., Arthur R. and Frank W., all associated their
father in his business.

Gov. Hoard has served as president of the village of Fort Atkinson, member of the

board of supervisors of Jefferson county, and member of the Republican state central
committee. He is the president of the National Dairy Union, which is composed of leading
dairy societies of the states and boards of trade of cities, having for its object to secure
legislation against the sale of counterfeit butter and cheese. He is a Mason—member of
the Billings Lodge, Janesville commandery, and the Milwaukee consistory, member of the
Modern Woodmen of America and of the United Workmen.

A student of the leading industrial and political questions of the times, Gov. Hoard has
risen to prominence because he has had a message for his fellow men. He was also a
prominent candidate for the position of secretary of agriculture in President McKinley's
cabinet.

TAYLOR, William Robert. —Wisconsin has many strong characters who stand out among
their contemporaries endowed with a personality, rugged strength and vigor peculiarly
their own. These qualities were the product partly of inheritance and partly of a condition of
affairs which has forever ceased to exist.

When Wisconsin was invaded by the pioneer, when society was scarcely organized and
there were no graded schools in which the minds of the genius and dullard could be
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brought to fill the measure of mediocrity, there was room for development of a type of men
58

WILLIAM ROBERT TAYLOR.

that is, unhappily for us, fast passing away. They were strong, brainy, intense men, with
whom to think was to act. Stronger men intellectually may be produced with our improved
educational conditions, and, no doubt, will be; but it is doubtful if Wisconsin ever produced
a class of men, of which Philetus Sawyer, William R. Taylor and Jeremiah Rusk are types,
who can do the work which the times demanded better than they did the duty which was
laid upon them.

Of all the various characters which have come to Wisconsin to assist in developing her
matchless destiny, there is none stronger in native force, richer in solid self-acquired
learning, or endowed with a greater versatility than Hon. William R. Taylor, better known
from one end of Wisconsin to the other as the “Farmer Governor.”

Though born in the United States, and in all his actions, sentiments and feelings a typical
American and a most patriotic citizen, he, nevertheless, is of pure Scotch blood and
possesses the sterling qualities of that hardy race. He was born in Connecticut, July 10,
1820. His advent into this world was particularly sad, for he was but three weeks old when
his mother died. Thus, bereft of all maternal care, he reached the edge of six years, when
his father, a sea captain, was lost on the ocean. Left entirely to strangers, his guardianship
was entrusted to a family of pioneer farmers who moved to Jefferson county, New York, at
that time a wild and sparsely inhabited section. Mr. Taylor spent his boyhood years there,
under the care of unsympathetic strangers, who treated him with a degree of harshness
that denoted an absence of love or sympathy.

The entire educational advantages of our subject consisted of the limited instruction
obtainable in the district school, whither he daily walked during the severe winter months
two miles distant. Without money, relatives or friends, his life was one of bitterness and
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cheerlessness, but the spirit which forfeited his efforts encouraged him to better his
condition by leaving his unhappy surroundings and starting to make his own way in the
world. Before reaching his sixteenth year he awakened to the necessity of an education,
and for several years he alternated at chopping wood and working in the harvest field to
obtain the requisite means to attend school. This unceasing effort resulted in his securing
a certificate of admission to the third term of the sophomore class of Union College, at
Schenectady, New York. But, thought he had secured a good academic education, he was
not financially able to enter upon a collegiate course. On the day that the class of which
he was a member left for college to complete its studies, Mr. Taylor went into the sugar
bush, and, with his own hands and a team to haul the wood and sap, produced during the
season eleven hundred pounds of sugar and two barrels of molasses, with which to pay
tuition and board bills already contracted. Soon after he began teaching a select school,
and later on an academy.

In 1840 he went to Elyria, Ohio, where he joined a class of forty-five young men who
were purchasing themselves to teach school. 59 At that time the school authorities of La
Porte, Ohio, offered an extra price for any teacher who could manage their public school,
it having become notorious for disorder and violence. The previous winter three teachers
had undertaken the task and failed, so that the school was entirely broken up. This was
an opportunity young Taylor coveted. During the third winter under his management it
became the premium school of the county.

We next find him running a grist mill, a saw mill and cupola furnace, and he was regarded
the best moulder of the foundry. Failing health from overwork caused him to devote his
spare time to reading medicine, and in the winter of 1845-6 he attended a five months'
course of lectures and clinical instruction in the medical college at Cleveland, Ohio. During
his residence in Ohio he was elected captain of a company of Ohio uniformed militia,
receiving every vote of the company. Later he was elected colonel. In the fall of 1848 Mr.
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Taylor came to Wisconsin and settled on a farm in Cottage Grove, Dane county, where he
still resides. His life was for many years one of great activity and incessant toil.

Not content with the ordinary labors of the farm, he resorted to the pineries during the
winter months, and as a workman became identified with the hardships of that enterprising
class of our population, which has contributed so much to the wealth of the state. The
result of the severe experience we have narrated is manifest in the whole character of the
man.

During his boyhood and early manhood he was a pupil, teacher, miller, foundryman,
raftsman and lumberman by turns, and, for nearly a third of a century a practical farmer;
therefore his sympathies for the laboring classes and his interest in the prosperity of the
industrial communities is intuitive and sincere.

Soon after Governor Taylor located at Cottage Grove his neighbors recognized his ability
and began to bestow official favors upon him, and for forty years he has hardly been
without some public duty to perform. At times he has received nearly all the votes cast,
and twice all the votes for chairman of his tow. He has been superintendent of public
schools; several times chairman of the county board of supervisors; for seventeen years
was county superintendent of the poor until he resigned; was appointed deputy internal
revenue collector, and was trustee, vice-president and a member of the executive board
of the State Hospital for the Insane from the time of its reorganization in 1860 untill he
became governor in 1874. He has been a member of both branches of the legislature of
Wisconsin. He was for seven years president of the Dane County Agricultural society;
eight years chief marshal, and two years president of the Wisconsin State Agricultural
society; and during the late war was the first man in Dane county to offer a bounty to
volunteers for enlistment, which bounty secured four enlistments.

Although a Democrat, and but recently a member of the senate as a representative of
that party, Mr. Taylor came out openly for a vigorous prosecution of the war for the Union
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upon the secession of the southern states, and he was appointed by Governor Randall

as a special agent of the state of visit, St. Louis and confer with General Fremont, who
was in command of the Department of the Missouri, with respect to raising and equipping
troops to be sent from Wisconsin. His mission was entirely successful, but before the plans
agreed upon were put into execution General Fremont was removed from command and a
new order of management instituted by the general government.

In 1873 Governor Taylor was by acclamation placed in nomination for governor by a
convention composed of “Democrats, Liberal Republicans and other electors favorable

to genuine reform through equal and impartial legislation, honesty in office and rigid
economy in the administration of public affairs.” The state was strongly Republican, and
his opponent was C. C. Washburn, then governor. He ws elected by a majority of 15,411.
The 60 popularity of Mr. Taylor as a political candidate is best demonstrated by the fact
that he was the candidate of a minority party when elected chairman of the county board of
supervisors, and also when elected member of the assembly, state senator and governor.

Mr. Taylor performed the duties of governor with remarkable skill and ability. He has rare
gualifications for the executive function, coolness, courage and an underlying foundation
of common sense and devotion to what he believes to be right. His appointments in
respect to the educational-reformatory and penal institutions under the care of the state
were more nearly non-partisan than it has been the good fortune of Wisconsin ever
before or since to secure. His high aim was to secure men of peculiar fithess for the
management of public affairs, particularly the educational institutions, and thus some

of the best men in both parties, independent of pressure, importunity or attack, were
commissioned by him. The appointment of the Hon. E. G. Ryan to be chief justice of

the supreme court will forever redound to his credit. The action of the governor in the
matter of this appointment will appear the more praise-worthy when the history of that
eventful time is recalled. Then nearly every eminent lawyer in the state was under retainer
for some one of the great railway corporations. This was especially true of most of the
prominent attorneys whose personal and political relations to the governor caused their
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names to be generally regarded among the probable recipients of the executive favor.
The great struggle for legislative control of the railways all foresaw must soon be carried
upon appeal to the highest courts, state and national. Throughout the entire country all
eyes were turned upon Wisconsin, under its granger governor, the conceded battlefield
of the momentous conflict already begun. From the circumstances of the situation, the
governor had an important, yet very delicate, duty to perform. He at once saw, however,
that in his appointment of a chief justice he must find some one whose legal attainments,
whose personal qualifications and whose high character would at once defy criticism.
After long and mature deliberation, meanwhile keeping his own counsels, even from

his most intimate friends, the appointment of Mr. Ryan was announced. The selection
was universally commended in all quarters. It was hailed with expressions of general
satisfaction by all parties whose interests were involved in the great legal conflict then
coming on. In the subsequent opinion of the great chief justice sustaining the principle of
legislative control of railroads, an opinion afterward affirmed by the supreme court of the
United States, the wisdom of Governor Taylor's appointment finds fullest vindication.

As just indicated, the most important work of Governor Taylor's term was the enforcement
of the so-called “Potter Law,” which aimed to place the railways under state control,
limiting charges for transportation of passengers and freight and the classification of
freight.

At the outset the two chief railway corporations of the state served formal notice upon the
governor that they would not respect the provisions of this law. Under his oath of office to
support the constitution and to “take care” that the laws be faithfully executed, he promptly
responded to the notification of the railroad companies by a proclamation, dated May 1,
1874, in which he enjoined compliance with the statute, declaring that all the functions

of his office would be exercised in faithfully executing the laws. “The law of the land,”

said he, “must be respected and obeyed. While none are so humble as to be beneath its
protection, none are so great or so strong as to be above its restraints.” The result was

an appeal to the courts, in which the governor and his advisers were forced to confront
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an array of the most formidable legal talent of the country. Upon the result in Wisconsin
depended the vitality of similar legislation in other states, and Governor Taylor was thus
compelled to bear the brunt of a controversy 61 of national extent and consequence. The
contention extended both to state and United States courts, the main question involved
being the constitutional power of the state over corporations of its own creation. In all
respects the state was fully sustained in its position, and ultimately judgments were
rendered against the corporations in all the state and federal courts, including the supreme
court of the United States, and establishing finally the complete and absolute power of the
people, through the legislature, to modify or altogether repeal the charters of corporations.

It might be stated in this connection that Governor Taylor personally induced Judge David
Davis, a member of the United States supreme court, to come to Wisconsin and preside at
the trial of a test case. And thus was settled by Governor Taylor and his administration a
momentous issue between the people and the corporations—an issue vitally affecting all
the commercial and agricultural interests of the state.

Among the creditable acts of his administration were those securing $800,000 from the
general government for the Fox and Wisconsin rivers improvement in the interest of
commerce and navigation; dividing the state lands into districts, and making each timber
agent responsible for his locality, by which he recovered largely increased sums to the
trespass fund; compelling the Wisconsin Central Railway company to give substantial
assurance that the promised line from Stevens Point to Portage should be constructed;
and, by taking such prompt and decisive action against what he believed to be a fraudulent
printing claim, that there was saved to the taxpayers of the state more than $100,000.
Furthermore, in view of the recent important litigation on behalf of the state against the
ex-treasurers for the recovery of interest money received by them from the banks, the
wisdom and foresight of Governor Taylor are shown in a recommendation contained in
both of his annual messages to the legislature favoring either the collection of taxes semi-
annually without additional cost to the people, or providing for the loaning of the surplus
in the general fund, obtained by taxation, at a fair rate of interest, thereby giving some
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compensation for advancing the money so long before needed in the public business. Had
Governor Taylor's suggestion respecting the investment of the public funds been followed
by the treasurers of the state, much individual mortification and public scandal would have
been avoided during subsequent years. He was an active promoter of the agricultural
department of the state university, and an ardent advocate of farmers' institutes—the
educational benefits of which cannot be estimated.

In his last annual message Governor Taylor recommended the passage of some

law rendering railway companies liable for injury to their employes resulting from the
negligence of co-employes. His recommendation in this regard was embodied in a

bill subsequently passed and known as the “Co-employe law,” a wholesome measure
designed to afford greater security to the lives of the railway employes and of the traveling
public as well. He also recommended that in large cities the polls of election should be
held open longer in the evening, so that working men could vote without much loss of time.

Governor Taylor instituted suit against a multi-millionaire lumber company to recover
damages for its trespasses upon the public lands, and his agents secured proof which was
deemed by able counsel ample and positive to recover several hundred thousand dollars;
but the six years statute of limitation had already run against all but about $250,000.

This great company, with its 2,000 employes, more or less, put forth strenuous efforts to
prevent his re-election; that result having been attained, the suit was so defaulted and
frittered away that little or nothing was ever realized by the state from the litigation. Within
this time the conflict between Wisconsin and Minnesota as to the inlet to Superior harbor
reached a crisis, and under his direction the suits involving certain rights in dispute were
successfully prosecuted 62 in the federal and supreme courts, but the advantages gained
for the state were subsequently lost by compromise or neglect after the close of his term.
All these are conspicuous examples of vigor and efficiency in the administration of public
affairs during Governor Taylor's term, rarely equaled and never excelled in the history of
the state.
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His administration was a reformatory one. Its members started in by paying their own
inauguration expenses—a privilege not exercised before in many years, if ever, in

the state. Governor Taylor set another example by accepting no railroad passes or
telegraph deadheads during his term of office. During his incumbency, and at his earnest
recommendation, appropriations were cut down, the rate of taxation diminished, the
number of department employee lessened, the expenses of government curtailed in
many ways, and the total disbursements for state purposes reduced by many thousands
of dollars below what they had been in many years (by careful computation, all other
conditions being equal, the legitimate amount, from the records, was about $270,000
during his term), and yet no public interest suffered for the want of an expenditure of
money.

It remains to be said that Governor Taylor devoted his undivided attention and energies

to the public service, attending personally to minute details and the manifold labors of his
office—he was governor in fact, not merely in name; and among the long roll of governors,
none brought to the discharge of official duties a clearer integrity of purpose or more sturdy
devotion to the public welfare than W. R. Taylor, the “Farmer Governor.”

In 1842, he wedded Miss Catherine Hurd, by whom he has had three daughters, one of
whom died at the age of four years, and another of whom became the wife of ex-State
Senator Robert M. Bashford. The third daughter, who is still living, is the wife of I. W.
Kanouse. Mrs. Taylor died some years ago. July 1, 1886, Governor Taylor married Viola
Titus, a native of Vermont, but then living in Madison. They are the parents of one child,
William Robert, Jr.

In concluding this biography, a brief history of his election and administration is proper.
The contest in which his party was victorious and the criticism to which the election
was subjected properly belong to history. It was indeed one of the most remarkable
victories ever won in the state. On his election the Republican press of the state was,
with few exception, exceedingly fair. In conceded his ability and disposition to make his
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administration an able one. But there were here and there, in this regard, exceptions that
arose entirely from partisanship or personal interest. In the midst of this criticism there was
a powerful current of public opinion which found expression alike in both Democratic and
Republican newspapers in able support of the governor. Colonel C. D. Robinson, former
secretary of state, the able editor of The Green Bay Advocate, made the following remark
upon the election of Governor Taylor: “No man in the state exceeds him in personal
independence, in ability to determine his own line of conduct on any question and in the
sturdy determination to act according to his own judgement. It has been our good fortune
to be connected with him in official service for many years—that of the management of
the State Hospital for Insane. At Madison—and we have learned long ago to admire him
for these qualities. That board consisted of fifteen members, a majority of whom were

of opposite politics, and we do know that every one will endorse what we say of him. In
practical ability, thorough honesty, steadiness of character and native independence,
Governor Taylor will prove the peer of any governor which Wisconsin has ever had, and
that is saying a good deal; for looking along the list of our chief executives since this
state has had a being, it shows a record second at least to no western state, if indeed

in the Union. He loses nothing in comparison with Dodge, Dewey, Farwell, Barstow,
Bashford, Randall, Harvey, Salomon, 63 Lewis, Fairchild or Washburn. Most, if not alll,

of these are illustrious names, remarkable, perhaps, more for their practical executive
ability and sterling worth than exalted learning and brilliant attainments, and they form

a record of which any state might be proud. When William R. Taylor's name shall have
gone into the past with them, it takes an honorable place and second to none in the
assembly.” And now that the record has been made, what may we say of the emphatic
prediction of Mr. Robinson? Have not all his words been more than fulfilled? and does
not the name of William R. Taylor take an honorable place in the impartial history of
Wisconsin? These questions may be best answered by the following editorial from The
Milwaukee Daily News: “Parties and men of all opinions at Madison agree that Governor
Taylor has made one of the best governors Wisconsin ever had. Called to the office

in a great crisis in politics, at a time when a party, after being in power for more than
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fifteen years, had retired and a new party had taken its place, he was surrounded by
obstacles, embarrassments, conflicting interests and novel situations from which the
highest political skill and adroitness could hardly extricate him without his falling into some
error or mistakes. But Governor Taylor, with a readiness, adroitness, adaptability and
force hardly to be expected of one in his place, and surrounded by circumstances like his,
has developed an executive of rare capacity, with an understanding of the most intricate
public interests, and with grasp and comprehension of all the matters vital to the people,
which shows a mind of the highest order and practical ability equal to that of the most
distinguished of his predecessors.”

Such is the life of one of Wisconsin's most illustrious men. His honorable enterprise and
unselfish devotion to every public and private duty have wonderfully impressed the people
of Wisconsin. When his term of office expired he was accorded a unanimous renomination
by acclamation from the convention of his party. Through the efforts of the combined
railroad interests, the corporate powers of the state acting with the opposite party, he was
defeated at the polls by a bare plurality of a few hundred votes; but no one familiar with
the history of that time will deny that the strength and popularity of his name among the
people were the efficient means of electing his associates upon the Democratic ticket. The
governor, however, retired from office with manifold assurances of the confidence and
love of the common people, for the establishment of whose rights he had bravely fought
and nobly won. It is meager praise to say, that no Wisconsin governor ever accomplished
more for the people than he, and this, too, amidst the most adverse circumstances. More
enduring than monumental brass or marble, his complete vindication can be read in the
opinions of every court, state or national, that during those eventful years passed upon the
guestion of the people's right to control the corporations they had created.—Columbian
Biographical Dictionary.

UPHAM, William H., ex-governor of Wisconsin, was born in Westminster, Massachusetts,
on the 3rd of May, 1841. He traces his ancestry back in direct line to John Upham of
Somersetshire, England, who came to this country in 1635, and settled in Weymouth,
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Mass. W. H. Upham received his primary education in his native village, and when eleven
years of age came west with his father's family to Niles, Michigan. There his father died,
and the family came on to Racine. In the last named place young Upham continued

his studies until the outbreak of the civil war, when he became a soldier in the Second
Wisconsin infantry. He took part with his regiment in the first battle of Bull Run, July 21st,
1861, was shot through the lungs and left for dead on the field of battle. The report of his
death reached his home, the papers published eulogies of him and an eloquent funeral
sermon 64

WILLIAM H. UPHAM.

was preached in one of the Racine churches. Seven months after the battle he was
discovered in Libby prison in Richmond. He had been found on the battle field, not dead,
as his comrades had supposed, but seriously though not fatally wounded, and carried off
to a hospital, where he recovered and was then held as a prisoner of war. After months
of prison life, he was paroled, and went to Washington. President Lincoln, hearing of

his wonderful experiences, sent for him in the hope of gaining important information
from him concerning affairs in the south, and such information young Upham gave. The
president was so pleased with the bearing of the young man that he procured for him an
appointment to the West Point military academy, from which he graduated with honor,
after completing the regular course of study, and was commissioned lieutenant in the
regular army. At the end of ten years of service in the army. Lieutenant Upham resigned
his commission, and returned home.

Almost immediately upon returning to civil life he became interested in the lumbering
business at Marshfield, Wisconsin, built a saw-mill, and later established a furniture
factory, opened a large general store, and was one of the organizers of the First National
bank, of which he was chosen president. In addition to these he operates a large planning
mill, a machine shop, and a very extensive flouring mill. June 27th, 1887, Marshfield

was almost entirely destroyed by fire, and the homeless inhabitants were in despair.
Though the heaviest loser, Major Upham was not discouraged, but announced that the
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little city should be rebuilt; and by the first of January following sixty-two substantial brick
blocks were built and occupied, and the city was again started on a career of industrial
progress. His work in this dark hour in the town's history shows most clearly the courage
and unconguerable spirit of the man under the most adverse circumstances.

Major Upham married Miss Mary C. Kelley, an accomplished and benevolent lady of
Quaker ancestry, and they have two daughters.

He has retained a lively interest in military affairs, is a member of the Loyal Legion, the
Grand Army of the Republic, has been commander of the latter for the Department of
Wisconsin, and was once a member of the board of visitors to the naval academy at
Annapolis, Maryland.

He has been long an active and earnest Republican, and has rendered his party great
service in its campaigns. He was the Republican candidate for governor in 1894, and was
elected by the then unprecedented plurality of 53,869. His popularity among his neighbors
was shown by the fact that although his county. Wood, gave a Democratic plurality in
1892, of 441, in 1894 it gave Major Upham a plurality of 1,123.

Toward the close of Gov. Upham's term he made public announcement that he should not
be candidate for renomination, and this the nomination went to Major Scofield.

Upon the expiration of his tern of office, Gov. Upham cheerfully retired from his official
duties to resume again the active control of his extensive business at Marshfield.

65

SAWYER, Philetus. —Of the men who have risen from comparatively humble station to
the most exalted positions, and whose influence in many of the walks of life has been
commensurate with official station, there are few, if any, who have been so conspicuous
as the man whose name stands at the head of this sketch. Philetus Sawyer was born
in Rutland county, Vermont, September 22nd, 1816. When this boy was only about a
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year old his father removed with his family from Vermont to Essex county, New York,
locating at Crown Point, the place made historic by the exploit of Ethan Allen in 1775.
The elder Sawyer was a farmer and blacksmith of very scanty means, who had become
impoverished by endorsing the notes of men of small resources and less honesty. This
man, however, had no inconsiderable resources in the form of five muscular boys, who
became a source of revenue to their father rather than a burden. One of these, Philetus,
was a vigorous, ambitious young fellow, who early made himself useful about the farm.
He made the most of his meager educational opportunities, consisting of a three months'
term of a primitive school in winter, but it laid the foundation for solid work in after years—
work which lifted its possessor to seats beside the ablest and wisest in the councils of the
nation.

When a mere youth young Sawyer worked in summer for six dollars per month. In the
Adirondack woods near his home he worked at lumbering, and in the rude saw-mills of the
region he got his first ideas of the business from which he afterward won his great fortune.

At the age of seventeen young Sawyer was a strong and vigorous youth, ambitious and
self-reliant, and anxious to begin the making of his own way in life. So he bought his time
of his father for the remaining four years of his minority, borrowing the money therefor,
$100, from an older brother. Before the time had expired he had paid the borrowed money
and given himself two more terms of the district school from his savings as a mill hand. His

PHILETUS SAWYER.

business tact was soon apparent in his operating the mill under contract. Ten years

of industry and careful management sufficed to give him a capital of some $2,000,

no inconsiderable sum for those times. In 1841, when twenty-five years old, he was
married to Melvina M. Hadley, a young lady of the vicinity, who, all through his stirring and
remarkable career, was a true helpmeet to him.
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In 1847, with his family of wife and two sons, he came west, purchased a farm in Fond

du Lac county, and settled upon it with the purpose of becoming a farmer. But he was not
destined for a farmer; two years of short crops changed his course. He saw the promise
of the great pine forests on the Wolf river, and his mind was made up for the other work.
The farm was sold, and Mr. Sawyer, in 1849, took up his residence in Algoma, now in the
city of Oshkosh. He plunged at once into the lumbering business, first running a mill on a
contract, then purchased it, formed a partnership with Messrs, Brand & Olcott, lumbermen
of Fond du Lac, and so on until he was the chief man in the business. His operations in
lumber extended over all the northern part of the 66 state, and he probably owned more
pine lands than any one man in the country. His business sagacity never failed him, and
his energy and enterprise were unexcelled. The details of his business are too extensive to
be incorporated in this sketch; suffice it to say that he never made a serious mistake in all
his operations.

In 1856 his political career may be said to have begun; in that year he was elected to
the legislature on the Republican ticket, although prior to that he had been nominally a
Democrat. In the business of legislation he at once showed the same comprehensive
grasp that had characterized his business career. As a legislator he was influential and
popular from the start, so much so that this constituents wished to re-elect him; but he
declined the service on account of the pressure of his business. In 1860, however, he
was again elected, and showed that he was possessed of first-class legislative ability
and was a man for the troublous times then approaching. In 1863-4 he was mayor of
Oshkosh, and was instrumental in compromising the railroad indebtedness of the city on
very favorable terms, and in other ways rendered the public great service. Meanwhile
he had been repeatedly talked of for representative in congress, but he refused the
position until 1864, when he accepted the Republican nomination, was elected and took
his seat December, 1865; and was four times re-elected. During this long service in

one of the most exciting times in the history of the country he was one of the wisest and
most influential representatives in congress. James G. Blaine, in his “Twenty Years of
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Congress,” speaks of him in the highest terms, and so did every one who knew of his
labors and their value. At the end of his fifth term Mr. Sawyer voluntarily retired from the
position which he had so long honored by close and self-sacrificing labors. In 1880 he

had designed going to Europe with his family, but it became evident that he was wanted

in the United States senate, and he gave up the trip, and was elected with comparatively
little opposition, and re-elected in 1887 with no opposition whatever. In the senate he soon
assumed the same influential position that he held in the house. Not a speaker in any
sense, he came to be known as one of the best-posted men in that body on legislation,
and one whose influence was unquestioned. When he made a positive statement as to the
character of a bill and its effect if passed, it was conclusive, both for the men of his own
party and for his political opponents.

Many anecdotes are told if his kindness to those who were long in his employ, of his
generous and unselfish devotion to his friends, his readiness to yield what were his
rights to congressional associates and friends, and of the great service rendered worthy
applicants for legislative recognition in those channels where wearisome work is done
and of which the public knows little, and for which there is no reward save an approving
conscience.

Mrs. Sawyer, a true partner of her distinguished husband for forty-seven years, died, after
a lingering illness, in 1888. Kind and benevolent, she was her husband's wise and ready
almoner of many of his bounties, and his counselor through all his marvelous career. Of
friends she had many in all the walks of life, for she was not ostentatious in any of her
relations to them.

A son, Edgar P. Sawyer, long associated with his father in business, and a daughter, Mrs.
W. O. Goodman of Chicago, are Mr. Sawyer's only surviving children. A son and daughter
died in infancy, and a married daughter, Mrs. Howard G. White of Syracuse, New York,
died a few months ago.
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Mr. Sawyer has in all his relations to his fellow-men been a most useful citizen, as may

be gathered from this rapid sketch. His benevolences have been almost numberless,
embracing religious, educational, social industrial objects, to say nothing of those of a
merely personal character. He is one of the rare men whose life work has been most
useful to his fellow-men and whose deeds will live to bless long after he has passed away.

67

CASWELL, Lucien Beal, for fourteen years member of the National House of
Representatives, and known throughout the state as a leader among our public men in

a critical time in our national history, is the son of Beal and Betsy Chapman Caswell,

and was born at Swanton, Vt., November 27th, 1827. The Caswells have been more

or less conspicuous in New England for generations. His father was a farmer, and died
when the son was but three years old. His maternal grandfather was a soldier in the
revolutionary army. His mother married for her second husband Augustus Churchill; and,
in 1837, the family moved to Wisconsin and took up their residence in Rock county, when
Indians were more numerous than white people, and Mr. Caswell, though not yet an aged
man, has therefore seen the whole of the marvelous development of the state, in whose
public affairs he has been so conspicuous a figure. Coming to this new country when he
was but 9 years of age, the boy acquired a thorough knowledge of work, but had scanty
opportunities for securing anything like a liberal education. By persistent efforts of self-
culture, however, he entered Milton academy, and afterward was a student for a few terms
in Beloit College, which institution has since conferred upon him the honorary degree of
A. M. At the age of twenty-three he began the study of law with the late Senator Matt.

H. Carpenter, and in 1851 was admitted to the bar. In the following year he began the
practice of law in Fort Atkinson, which has ever since been his home. His practice has
extended to the various courts of the state, and to the district, circuit and supreme courts
of the United States, embracing many and varied cases of importance.
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In 1855 and 1856 he was district attorney, and in 1863 he became a member of the lower
house of the legislature, in which there was but the meager Republican majority of three,
and the progress of legislation in aid of the national government in its struggle with the
rebellion was slow and beset with difficulties;

LUCIEN BEAL CASWELL.

yet Mr. Caswell's efforts in behalf of the general government and the Union soldiers
were patriotic, unremitting and efficient. From September, 1863, to May, 1865, he was
commissioner of the Second District Board of Enrollment, and was active in the work of
recruiting the army. In 1868 he was a delegate to the Republican national convention

at Chicago, where Grant was first nominated for president. In 1872 and 1874 he was
again a member of the state assembly. So efficient was the discharge of his legislative
duties that he began to be talked of as a suitable man for congress, and in the fall of
1874 he was nominated and elected by the Republicans of the Second district to the
House of Representatives of the Forty-fourth Congress, and three times re-elected in
that district. In 1882, by reason of a redistricting of the state, his county was assigned
to the First district, and that year he was not a candidate. He was, however, returned

to the Forty-ninth, Fiftieth and Fifty-first congresses, making fourteen years of service,
with but one hiatus, the longest time that any one from Wisconsin has served in the
house. With a natural aptitude for legislation, 68 he very soon took a prominent position
among the working members of the house, and came to be known as one who had a
firm grasp of its business and one whose judgment could be relied upon as based on an
intelligent comprehension of the scope of any proposed legislation. Although not given
to brilliant rhetoric, his speeches always commanded attention and exerted an influence
by reason of the clearness and force with which they presented the question at issue.
Among the important bills which he supported, and which were passed largely through
his influence while a member of the committees on the judiciary and appropriations,
were the Centennial appropriation, the Texas Pacific railroad as a competing line to the
Pacific Coast, an amendment to the post-office appropriation bill, which he had in charge,
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reducing letter postage from three to two cents; also the bill creating the circuit court of
appeals for the relief of the supreme court, and the bill refunding to the states $15,500,000
of war taxes, of which he was the author, and from which Wisconsin received $444,000. In
the Fifty-first congress he was chairman of the committee on private land claims, reported
and secured the enactment of the law establishing the court for adjudicating the Spanish
grants in the western territory. Many other important measures of wide and varied scope
received his earnest support; and, in brief, it may be said that his long service in congress
was due to the fact that his constituents realized that few, if any, could serve them and the
country at large so efficiently as he.

In local affairs he has been an active, enterprising and most useful citizen. He was one
of the founders of the First National Bank of Fort Atkinson, in 1863, of which he was for
twenty-five years cashier, and is now vice-president. He organized the Northwestern
Manufacturing company, which now has a capital stock of $200,000, and the Citizens'
State Bank, which was opened in 1884. These institutions have been of great benefit to
the citizens of Fort Atkinson and vicinity, and his active part in their creation shows his
public spirit and business sagacity.

Mr. Caswell was married on the 7th of August, 1855, to Miss Elizabeth H. May of Fort
Atkinson, who died January 31st, 1890. Six children survive her: Chester A., cashier of
the Citizens' State Bank; Isabelle, wife of Guy L. Cole of Beloit; Lucien B., Jr., cashier of
the First National Bank of Fort Atkinson; George Walter, book-keeper for the Northwestern
Manufacturing company; Elizabeth May, married to Dr. F. J. Perry of Fort Atkinson, and
Harlow O., recently graduated from Rush Medical College of Chicago.

Mr. Caswell has traveled extensively, having made several visits to the Pacific coast, and,
in 1891, in company with his sons Chester and Harlow, he visited Europe and made an
extended tour of Great Britain and the Continent.
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BUCKSTAFF, George Angus, speaker of the legislative assembly, is a native of Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, where he was born December 22nd, 1861, and where he has lived all his

life. His father, John Buckstaff, is a retired lumberman, in good financial circumstances,
who came to Wisconsin from New Brunswick in 1849. His first winter after reaching the
state was spent in making cedar shingles by hand in a swamp in what is now Washington
county. His winter's work was one hundred thousand shingles, for which he received four
hundred dollars. He then returned to his New Brunswick home, and, in 1851, removed

to Oshkosh, where he has since resided. The Buckstaff's, or, as the name was originally
spelled, Bickerstaff, are of English ancestry. John Buckstaff, Sr., grandfather of the subject
of this sketch, fought on the English side in the war of 1812-14, and was wounded at the
battle of Lundy's Lane, and carried a Yankee buckshot in his leg all the rest of his life. He
was a resident of Oshkosh from 1851 to 1884, when he died at the age of eighty-seven.
Mr. Buckstaff's mother's maiden name 69 was Sarah Hopkins, of the same family as
Stephen Hopkins, a signer of the Declaration of Independence. The family is an old New
England one, connected with another one of note named Bartlett.

G. A. Buckstaff was educated in the public schools of Oshkosh, the University of
Wisconsin, and in the Columbia Law School of New York. He speaks of the educational
influence of Dr. John Bascom, president of the university when he was there, and of

Dean Theodore Dwight of the law school, as more powerful than any other which he has
experienced. The former was aggressive, had no tact or policy—he hewed to the line

and expected every one else to do the same. Prof. Dwight, he says, was the greatest
teacher of law that this country has ever had. His fine exposition of law questions and the
principles underlying all law were impressive, and had much to do with shaping the young
man's views of many of the vital questions of life. Mr. Buckstaff took a two years' course in
the state university. Graduating from this, he went into the law department and completed
that course in 1886, and thence to Columbia Law School, where he finished the course the
same year.
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Upon leaving college he became connected with the Buckstaff-Edwards company, which
is engaged in the manufacture of furniture, etc., and in this business he is still engaged.

He is also interested in dairy farming.

Mr. Buckstaff is a Republican, but never held an office until he was elected to the
Wisconsin legislature, in 1894, from the Third district of Winnebago county. The last
reapportionment put him into the First district, from which he was returned to the assembly
for the session of 1897. He received the Republican nomination for speaker over a number
of other able men, and was elected, the Republicans having the largest majority ever sent
to the legislature. His interest in legislation is general, but educational, municipal and the
game bills have received his special attention.

GEORGE ANGUS BUCKSTAFF.

He is a Mason, a Knight of Pythias, a Hoo Hoo, EIk, and of the college society Phi
Delta Theta. He was married to Florence Tyng Griswold of Columbus, Wisconsin, May
8th, 1888, and they have three children. Mrs. Buckstaff graduated from the Wisconsin
University in 1886, taking the first honors. She afterward took post-graduate work at
Harvard College, and was awarded the degree of M. A. by the University of Wisconsin.

ANSON, Frank Amos, one of Milwaukee's wholesale merchants, who owns and occupies
a pretty residence at No. 1621 Grand avenue, was born in Peru, Clinton county, N. Y.,
March 8th, 1844. His father, Edward Anson, a steamboat pilot in moderate circumstances,
married Helen M. Hayes, and the ancestors of both families are traceable to the first
settlers of the New England states, and embrace those who were valiant soldiers in the
wars for securing and maintaining the liberties of the country. Young Anson received his
education in the little red brick school-house, and, from the age of thirteen to sixteen was a
70

FRANK AMOS ANSON.
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sailor on the lakes. After that experience he became a clerk in a general store in
Montpelier, Vt. From this employment he went into the army for the preservation of the
Union, enlisting, in the fall of 1863, as a private in the First artillery, Eleventh Vermont
regiment, and served in the old Vermont brigade, which suffered the heaviest loss in

killed and wounded of any brigade in the Union Army. It was the Second brigade, Second
division of the Sixth army corps, Army of the Potomac. The brigade also served in the
Shenandoah valley under Gen. Sheridan. Young Anson patrticipated in the battles of
Spottsylvania and Cold Harbor, the several battles about Petersburg, Fort Stevens and
Appomattox—which witnessed the end of the war and the collapse of the Confederacy.
He was promoted successively from the ranks to regimental commissary sergeant; to
regimental quartermaster-sergeant; to second lieutenant, Battery C, First artillery, Eleventh
Vermont regiment; to first lieutenant, Battery A, same regiment, and to adjutant of the
regiment. These promotions were won and received in less than two years' service

—a record which shows the ability, courage and fidelity of the young man in a very
conspicuous manner. He was mustered out of service September 1st, 1865, when twenty-
one years of age. Charles H. Anson, an older brother of F. A., enlisted in the same
regiment with him, also as a private, and was promoted through the various grades to
major and A. D.C. on a major-general’s staff. Two of his commissions were given by the
president and approved by the United States senate “for gallant and meritorious services.”
He has also served as a member of the assembly.

During the years 1866-7, Frank A. was engaged in business in Whitehall, N.Y., but in the
spring of 1868 the brothers Anson came to Milwaukee, and, July 1st following, engaged in
the wholesale grocery business under the firm name of Anson Brothers, and this business
has been continued to the present time.

In the fall of 1894, F.A. Anson was the Republican candidate for the assembly from
the Fourth district of Milwaukee county, and was elected by a large majority. He was
appointed by Gov. Peck on the legislative visiting committee. Upon the organization
of the assembly he was appointed chairman of the important committee on cities; and
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although many bills came before the committee, all were carefully considered, as is
everything passing through his hands, and every recommendation made by the committee
was approved whether it was for amendment or passage as introduced, or for indefinite
postponement. He also served on other important committees—notably the appointment
committee and the committee on charitable and penal institutions. Among the bills which
he introduced and which he was instrumental in having passed, were those appropriating
money for a new building for the Industrial School for Girls, and for current expenses, new
buildings, etc., for the state charitable and penal institutions. So satisfactory was his record
during his first session that he was renominated without any serious opposition and re-
elected by more than two to one for 71 his opponent. His committee positions were the
same as in the first session, and the duties thereof were performed with like ability and
fidelity, his experience in the first adding materially to his prestige and to his influence in
the second. He rendered the same service to the state institutions and to the semi-state
institution, the Industrial School for Girls. He was a prominent candidate for speaker of the
assembly at the session of 1897, receiving forty-three votes in the nominating caucus, or
only three less than the number required to nominate.

Mr. Anson has always been a pronounced Republican, and always ready to aid the party
in its campaigns. He has been chairman of the ward committee and a delegate to state
conventions. He is a member of the E.B. Wolcott Post, No. 1, G.A.R., and of the military
order of the Loyal Legion of the United States, in which order he has held the position of
chairman of the council, treasurer and senior vice-commander.

Mr. Anson was married in June, 1874, to Mollie A. Griswold of Whitehall, N. Y.

SOMERS, Peter J., lawyer, ex-mayor of Milwaukee, and ex-congressman from the Fourth
district of Wisconsin, was born in Menomonee, Waukesha county, Wisconsin on the

12th of April, 1850. His parents were both born in Ireland, but came to this country in
1837. Landing in New York City, they tarried there for a brief time, and then came on to
Wisconsin and settled at Menomonee, Waukesha county, where they continued to reside
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for the remainder of their lives. Young Somers, as is the case with nearly all western
farmer's boys, spend his boyhood alternately working on the farm and attending the district
school. This, in most cases, is a fortunate thing for boys, since in that way they again
robust health, a strong physical frame, and, if at all observing, learn many things not found
in the text books of a college course. A practical knowledge

PETER J. SOMERS.

of agriculture and its kindred employments does not fail to broaden any boy who does not
make it the sole ambition and aim in life; besides he gains much information which is found
useful in any every occupation.

With that quickness of mind for which the people of Irish descent are remarkable, young
Somers made the most of his educational opportunities, and when he left the public
school, he had a fair practical education. But he was not satisfied with this; he attended
the Whitewater Normal School for three years, and also an academy in Waukesha, and
with this schooling he was better prepared to begin the struggle of life than many men
who have entered what are termed, with something of irony it would seem, “the learned
professions.” Young Somers, in 1872, began the study of law in the office of E.G. Ryan
in Milwaukee. He could hardly have chosen a better preceptor, for Ryan was not only a
great lawyer, but a great man besides. In addition to legal lore, he had a fine command
of language, was learned in literature ancient and modern, and was one of the great
orators of his time; and a young and ardent student could hardly 72 fail of being greatly
and favorably influenced by such a personality. It was so with Mr. Somers. At the end of
the usual course of reading, he was admitted to the bar, and engaged in the practice of
his profession. He very soon assumed a very prominent position at the bar for a man of
his age, and in 1882 was elected city attorney of Milwaukee, and held the office for two
years. In the spring of 1890 he was elected to the common council from his ward, by a
very large majority, though the ward had been represented by a Republican. Although he
had not before held a position in a legislative body, he was unanimously elected president
of the council. In the fall of the same year Geo. W. Peck, then mayor of the city, was
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elected governor, and to the vacancy thus created in the office of mayor, Mr. Somers was
unanimously nominated by the Democratic convention, and elected by one of the largest
majorities ever given to a candidate for that office. Mr. Somers, with great unanimity,
received a re-nomination for the mayoralty in 1892, and was re-elected by another large
majority. Before the expiration of his full term, however, he was nominated and elected

to congress from the Fourth district, to fill the term for which John L. Mitchell had been
elected the fall before, but upon which he never entered, on account of his having been
elected United States senator. As the end of his term approached, Mr. Somers announced
that he would not be a candidate for re-election, and when his term expired, March, 4th,
1895, he retired to private life.

Mrs. Somers has many of the elements of a successful and popular public man; and,

had he chosen to remain in public life, and but for the changing phases of political affairs,
there is little doubt that he would have had a long lease of political power. His success

in business, particularly that of real estate, in which he acquired a handsome property,
doubtless rendered political life, with its uncertainties and excitement, less desirable than it
otherwise would have been. However, he is still a comparatively young man, and he may
yet, if he chooses, enter again the political field with fair prospects of attaining prominence
and power herein.

Mr. Somers was matrried, in 1873, to Miss Catharine F. Murphy, a native of Milwaukee,
and a most worthy woman in all the relations of life, especially those which pertain to the
higher domestic and social duties. To Mr. and Mrs. Somers have been born eight children
five boys and three girls. The parents are Catholics, and the children are being educated in
that faith.

BURROWS, George B., long a resident of Madison, and ex-state senator and ex-
speaker of the assembly, was born in Springfield, Windsor county, Vermont on the 20th
of November, 1832. His ancestors were of that sturdy stock that, first in New England,
and afterward throughout the northern states, left their lasting impress upon all the

Men of progress. Wisconsin. A selected list of biographical sketches and portraits of the leaders in business, professional and official
life. Together with short notes on the history and character of Wisconsin http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.19127



Library of Congress

institutions of the country, and thus built them a monument “more enduring than brass.”
Mr. Burrows' father was the Rev. Baxter Burrows of the Baptist denomination, a native of
Massachusetts, and a pioneer of Vermont in both civil and religious matters, and an ardent
abolitionist who suffered persecutions as such. The maiden name of Mr. Burrows' mother
was Lydia, daughter of Capt. Jewett Boynton, an honored soldier in the revolution. She
was a native of Vermont. Mr. Borrows' received a thorough common school education,
and, after that, by his own industrious, persevering efforts, he secured the means to pay
for an academic course. After finishing his academic studies, he spent several years as
a clerk in country stores; and, in 1853, embarked in business in New York City. There he
remained until 1858, when he removed to Wisconsin, and engaged in banking is Sauk
City. In 1865 he removed to Madison and engaged extensively in real estate business,
extending over the entire northwest. In this business he has achieved marked success.

73

Mr. Burrows has always taken a lively interest in political affairs, and has acted
consistently and steadily with the Republican party. In 1876 he was elected a member

of the state senate from the Madison district; and so satisfactory was his course in that
body that he was retained seven consecutive sessions. In the last year he was chosen
president pro tem. of the senate. His service was not merely perfunctory, as is that of

too any of our law-makers, but characterized by an intelligent scrutiny of the measures
which were presented for the consideration of the senate, and by careful, conservative
action thereon. In 1894 Mr. Burrows was elected to the assembly, and was nominated, by
acclamation, in the Republican caucus, for speaker, and the house promptly ratified the
nomination. At the special session held in the spring of 1896 he was re-elected speaker
without opposition. His service as presiding officer was very generally, approved, and

had he been elected for another term there is little doubt that he would have again been
placed in the speaker's chair. The journals of the state have spoken in unmeasured terms
of approval of his political career and to the ability which he displayed therein, both as a
legislator and a speaker.
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Mr. Burrows was married on the 13th of January, 1857, to Alma Thompson, daughter of
Judge D. P. Thompson of Montpelier, Vt., representative of a distinguished Massachusetts
family, whose grandfather fell at the battel of Lexington. Mr. Thompson was not only

a lawyer and jurist of fine attainments and wide experience, but also held several high
political offices, and was a novelist of rare abilities. Among his novels may be mentioned
“The Green Mountain Boys,” “Locke Amsden,” “The Rangers, or the Tory's Daughter,” and
a number of others, all of which have had a wide reading.

There was born to Mr. and Mrs. Burrows, in December, 1865, one son George Thompson
Burrows, who is now first assistant in the law department of the lllinois Steel company,
Chicago.

GEORGE B. BURROWS.

Mr. Burrows has for many years been a curator of the State Historical society, and is a
member of the Board of State Library Building Commissioners; and in many ways he has
served the public interests both of the capital city and the state.

ADAMS, Henry C., state dairy and food commissioner, and at present a resident of
Madison, was born in Verona, Oneida county, New York, on the 28th of November, 1850.
He came to Wisconsin before reaching his majority, and his first work here was on a

farm. He had, however, a desire for an education, and all the leisure time that he could
secure was devoted to study. He attended the public school near his home, when it was
practicable, and afterward took a year's course in Albion Academy. This was followed by
a three years' course in the state university. After completing his educational course, he
engaged in the dairy and fruit business near Madison, and continued in it until 1889, when
he became interested in real estate. He was a member of the state assembly in 1883, and
74

HENRY C. ADAMS.
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1885, and was appointed superintendent of public property by Governor Hoard in 1889,
and served for two years. Upon the accession of Governor Upham, Mr. Adams was
appointed state dairy and food commissioner, and reappointed by Gov. Scofield. In this
office he has done excellent work for all those interested in dairying and in pure food,
among the latter of which should be classed every individual. Mr. Adams is an educated
man and a practical farmer, and thus well equipped for the responsible duties which he
has to discharge. His knowledge of all the departments of farm work, and his interest in
them, rendered his appointment peculiarly acceptable to all those interested in any way in
agricultural matters. He was engaged in farm institute work for three years, and was one of
the most popular and successful conductors engaged in that work. He was secretary of the
State Horticultural society for two years, president of the State Dairymen's association for
three years, and member of the State Board of Agricultural for eight years. He has been
efficient in enforcing the provisions of the law against food adulterations, so far especially
as relate to the products of the farm and the dairy; and it was due in no small measure to
his efforts that this law was enacted. He was one of the committee of the National Dairy
union which went to Washington, and did effective work in behalf of the bill against filled
cheese.

Mr. Adams has been a Republican since he was old enough to vote, but his active

work in behalf of the party began in the campaign of 1880, and he has continued that
work in every campaign of importance since. He has been a member of many state and
congressional conventions, and was a delegate-at-large to the national convention in
1888. He is man of great energy, a clear, forcible and even eloquent speaker on political
guestions, and in the controversy over the currency question in 1896 was an effective
speaker against the theory of the free coinage of silver.

Mr. Adams was married, in 1878, to Anna B. Norton of Madison, and they have four
children—two boys and two girls.
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McGILLIVRAY, James John, state senator from the Thirty-first district, and a resident

of Black River Falls, is the son of Donald McGillivray, who was a merchant and farmer,
but was educated for the ministry. He served seven years in the British army, and his

last battle was the famous one of Waterloo, where the Duke of Wellington gained one of
the greatest victories of modern times. The maiden name of the senator's mother was
Elizabeth Doody, the daughter of Christian parents, whose ancestors were merchants
and farmers. J. J. McGillivray was born June 16th, 1848, on a farm—Mal-Baie—county
of Gaspe, Canada East, and received his education in the common school. He then
learned the trade of carpenter and builder and was educated for an architect, in both

of which occupations he was thoroughly instructed, and has had extensive experience,
having had large numbers of men under him, both in building and manufacturing. He came
to 75 Black River Falls in November, 1866, and since that time has made it his home.

His present business is the manufacture of sash, doors, blinds and all kinds of wooden
building material, and he has been successful in all his business enterprises—has been a
stockholder in two banks and a director in one.

Politically he is a thorough Republican, and has been very active in the councils and
campaigns of his party. He has been chairman of the county Republican committee, and
its secretary for many years. His first vote was cast for General Grant for president, and
since then his votes have been steadily given to the candidates of that party. He was
elected to the state assembly in 1890 and re-elected in 1892. In 1894 his constituents
promoted him to the state senate, and this position he still holds. As a legislator Senator
McGillivray is known as alert in his following of the course of legislation, and as an
indefatigable worker. While in the assembly he introduced and secured the passage of
the following bills: Against trusts, exempting wide-tired wagons from taxation, reducing
the interest on taxsale certificates from 25 per cent to 15. Since he has been in the senate
he has secured the passage of bills as follows: Labeling prison-made goods, exempting
beet sugar factories from taxation, prohibiting the giving of bonuses for the location of state
institutions, against trusts, to promote the dairy interests, to compel the manufacturers
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of vaccine matter to stamp their product, and a memorial to congress for an amendment
to the national constitution to allow the general government to legislate regarding trusts.
Besides these the senator has had charge of many bills of minor and local importance.
Few, if any, members have as many bills of a general character to their credit as he,
considering the number of years of his service. He led in the matter of electing a United
States senator, and made the speech in the Republican caucus nominating John C.
Spooner, which was considered by many as one of the most brilliant delivered on a similar
occasion in many years.

JAMES JOHN M'GILLIVRAY.

Senator McGillivray was secretary of the Agricultural society for one term and treasurer
for three. He belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Modern Woodmen of
America, is a Mason, and was master of a Masonic lodge for nine years. He and his family
are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.

He was married to Miss Flora Hall of Black River Falls in 1881, and two children have
been born to them—William J., April 27th, 1882, and Veda H., May 14th, 1887.

MILLS, Thomas Brooks, of West Superior, who is not yet forty years of age, is a
successful business man and has filled a prominent place in Wisconsin politics. His
father, Hugh Brooks Mills, came to Wisconsin some fifty years ago, and was a successful
lumberman. His mother's maiden name was Mary Rogers. Both parents were of Scotch
descent, their ancestors coming from the northern part of Scotland near Kortwright.

T. B. Mills was born on the 12th of October, 1857, in the town of Manchester, 76

THOMAS BROOKS MILLS.

Jackson county, Wisconsin. He lived on a farm until he was sixteen years of age, receiving
his primary education at the common school. He then learned telegraphy and railroad
work, which he followed until he reached his majority, when he took the scientific course
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in the famous academy of Col. John G McMynn, at Racine, graduating in 1881. Since

that time he has been engaged in lumbering and dealing in pine lands. He early took an
active part in public affairs, was chosen chairman of the town board in 1882, and held

the office for six years; was four times chairman or the county board of supervisors, and,
in 1884, was elected member of the assembly from Jackson county, and re-elected in
1886, and again in 1888. For the session of 1887 he was elected speaker, though but
twenty-nine years of age. He was re-elected speaker for the next session—that of 1889.
Though young and with limited experience in legislative matters, he made a capable and
efficient speaker, one who readily grasped the intricacies of parliamentary rules and the
various phases of public business. In 1894 he was elected to the senate from the Eleventh
district, composed of the counties of Ashland, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Iron, Sawyer and
Washburn.

Mr. Mills is a Republican in his political affiliations—says he “was born that way.” He has
been a working member of the party for years, and an effective, but not an “offensive”
one. He is a member of the Superior Commercial club, and the Superior Boat club. He is
unmarried.

STEPHENSON, Isaac, a resident of Marinette. Wisconsin, known far and wide in business
and political circles as one of the most sagacious, enterprising and successful men in the
state, is a native of York county, New Brunswick, where he was born on the 18th of June,
1829. His father, Isaac Stephenson, was of Scotch-Irish extraction, and his mother, nee
Watson, was a native of London. The boy attended the public school for a short time, but
began work at an early age, helping his father, who was a farmer and lumberman, in the
heavy work of those occupations. When sixteen years of age he accompanied Jefferson
Sinclair and his family to Milwaukee, arriving in the city in November, 1845. He attended
school the following winter, but in the spring went with Mr. Sinclair to an unimproved farm
five miles south of Janesville. Here the boy was engaged in breaking prairie and other
farm work for two summers, but the crops sowed failed; and, Mrs. Sinclair, about that
time becoming interested with Daniel Wells, Jr., in pine lands in northern Michigan, sent
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young Stephenson to that region to look after his interests in the lumbering operations
which were begun there. The young man was not afraid of work, no matter under what
guise it came. He engaged in getting out timber and hauling it to the lake for shipment.
The he was placed in charge of lumber camps, and much of his work was of the hardest
and attended with great exposure and danger, but he was not one to quail, and so he
advanced in the confidence 77 of his employers, until he began operations for himself.
During the summer he sailed the lake between Escanaba and Milwaukee and Chicago,
carrying freight between those points, and before he was twenty-one years old he owned
the controlling interest in the schooler Cleopatra, which unfortunately was wrecked in
1853. As showing that he was born a “man of progress,” he abandoned work during one
summer, and attended school in Milwaukee, that he might be the better fitted for the large
things before him.

His familiarity with lumbering and with the pine regions made him a good judge of pine
lands, and, in 1848, he accompanied Daniel Wells, Jr., to the Sault Ste. Marie land office
and assisted in purchasing large tracts of valuable timber land. The enterprises and
activities of this man from that time on are too numerous, varied and extensive to be
adequately enumerated here; suffice it to say that his business rapidly advanced and
extended until he became one of the leading lumbermen of that region. He acquired

a quarter interest in the property of N. Ludington & Co., including the great mill, and
when, in 1868, that firm gave place to the N. Ludington Stock company. Mr. Stephenson
owned a controlling interest in the property, and since 1883 he has been president of the
company. He was one of the large stockholders in the Peshtigo company, whose factory,
together with the village of Peshtigo, was destroyed by the great fire of 1871, involving

a loss of nearly $2,000,000; but the mills and village were immediately rebuilt. In 1892

he bought the Peshtigo company, and reorganized it under the name of the Peshtigo
Lumber company, with Daniel Wells, Jr., and Chas. Ray of Milwaukee, equal owners with
himself. He is the president and was the organizer and promoter of the Menominee River
Boom company, which handles more logs than any company in the world, and which is
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capitalized for $1,250,000. He is president of the Stephenson National bank at Marinette,
and is interested in a half dozen companies relating to the lumber industry,

ISAAC STEPHENSON.

which represent millions of capital. He is owner or part owner of thousands of acres of
timber in Michigan, Wisconsin and Louisiana. In addition to these vast interests be owns
a farm of nine hundred acres in Kenosha county, which is fully stocked and equipped.

In connection with this farm is a creamery that makes three hundred pounds of butter
daily. He also owns another farm at Marinette, which is principally devoted to the raising
of trotting horses. Mr. Stephenson may be properly termed the industrial pioneer of
northeaster. Wisconsin and northern Michigan, because of his promotion of so many
enterprises that have proved of vital importance to that region.

Mr. Stephenson has been a Republican since the organization of that party; and
notwithstanding his vast business interests he has always found time to labor for the
promotion of the party principles and interests, because he fully believes in them. He was
twice a member of the state legislature; and, in 1882, he was elected to congress, and
twice re-elected. He declined further re-election for business reasons. He was a popular
and influential 78 influential member, and did his country good service, as might have
been expected from one of so much energy and such wide and varied experience in
business affairs. He was on terms of intimacy with many of the political leaders, and his
retiring from public life was generally regretted.

Mr. Stephenson has been thrice married—first to Margaret Stephenson, in 1852. From
this union there are four children living. In 1873 he married Augusta Anderson, who bore
him three children, who survive their mother. His third marriage was to Elizabeth Burns, in
1884, and one son is the issue of this marriage.
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Though a man of regret wealth he is free from ostentation, and is justly proud of what he
has accomplished, because it came to him as the result of unremitting industry, enterprise
and the sagacity born of a study of his opportunities and their possibilities.

KIPP, Franklin John, resides in Milwaukee and is the cashier of the First National bank.
He is a native of Milwaukee, and was born December 7th, 1857, the son of Jacob and
Agatha Kipp, both of whom were from Germany. Young Kipp passed through the schools
of his native city and entered a lottery office as errand boy at the age of thirteen, where

he earned his first money. Later he was messenger for some time in the South Side
Savings bank. At the age of twenty he became teller of the German Exchange bank;

and when that institution absorbed the Bank of Commerce he was made teller in the
combined banks. In 1888 he was made assistant cashier, and, in 1891, cashier of the
Merchants' Exchange bank, in which position he remained for six years. When, in 1894,
the Merchants' Exchange and the First National banks were consolidated, Mr. Kipp was
made cashier of the institutions thus combined under the same of the First National

bank, which now has a capital of $1,000,000 and a business among the largest in the
northwest. It will be seen that Mr. Kipp has grow up with this business, has become
familiar with its every detail from the position of messenger up to that of cashier, which

is the most responsible in a banking institution so far as its daily business is concerned.
The knowledge of the details of such an extensive business can only be acquired by years
of active connection with it and daily familiarity with it details. It is in reality a profession,
differing only from the learned professions in that it does not require quite so much study
of principles and methods. Such long familiarity with the business is one of the elements of
security in the banking institutions. The patrons of the First National have in the experience
and character of its cashier an additional guarantee, if any were needed, of its financial
soundness and its approved business methods.

Mr. Kipp is a member of the Milwaukee, the Country, the Bankers, the Deutscher and the
Atheletic clubs, and socially one of the pleasantest of men.
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On the 28th of January, 1891, Mr. Kipp was married to Adele J. Kersting, and they have
one child, Clarence F. Kipp.

BROSS, Charles Edmonston, who has, for many years, been a prominent resident of
Madison, is the son of Moses Bross, who was a farmer in Pennsylvania, a justice of the
peace and a first lieutenant in the war of 1812-14. He was a man of great physical vigor,
and lived to be ninety-one years old. He was descended from the Huguenots who were
driven out of France by the religious persecutions, many of whom subsequently came to
this country, settling in New York, New Holland (New Jersey), Pennsylvania and other
states. The name, in its original form, was de Brosse, but was Anglicized into Bross by
the tax gatherers after New Holland was captured by the English. The maiden name of
Mr. Bross' mother was Jenny Winfield, who was the mother of twelve children, eleven 79
of whom reached adult age. She was of Welsh descent, and the name, from the fighting
propensities of the family, is said to have been literally Win-the-field. Mr. Bross' maternal
grandfather, Abraham Winfield, was a lieutenant in the revolutionary army, who did gallant
service for the cause of liberty and independence. The maternal grandmother, Margaret
Quick, was a sister of the renowned Indian slayer, who is reported to have killed one
hundred Indians in pursuance of an oath taken by him to avenge the inhuman murder of
his father by the Delaware Indians.

Charles E. Bross was born at Shohola, Pike county, Pennsylvania, December 18th, 1838.
His schooling was confined to the university of the masses, the common school, except
that he was a student in the law school of the University of Wisconsin for nearly two years.
He began work as a telegraph in 1856, at Deposit, New York, and Shohola, Penn. He
came to Racine in March, 1861, where he was superintendent of the telegraph of the
Racine & Mississippi railway, and where he remained a year, going thence to Madison

as manager of the Northwestern Telegraph company's office. He was at the same time
legislative and telegraph correspondent of the leading daily journals in Milwaukee,
Chicago, St. Paul and New York, and of those in the larger interior cities of Wisconsin.
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In 1865 he was manager of the Western Union Telegraph company, and agent of the
Merchants' Union and the United States Express companies; but, in 1877, he resigned the
agency of these companies, retaining the managership of the Western Union Telegraph
company. In February, 1878, he was elected chief clerk of the Wisconsin state senate,
and re-elected at each session until 1891, when the Democrats gained control of the
legislature, and a change in its offices was of course made. Since that time he has
continued as manager of the telegraph company.

Mr. Bross has always been a Republican, his first vote having been cast for Abraham
CHARLES EDMONSTON BROSS.

Lincoln. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity—is a master Mason, a Royal Arch and a
Knight Templar. As relates to religion he is a Christian Scientist.

He was married May 29th, 1865, to Mrs. N. P. Lathrop of Milwaukee, and they have one
child—Grace Winfield Bross.

William Bross, the eldest brother of the subject of this sketch, graduated from Williams
College and came to Chicago in the early fifties. He was one of the founders of The
Chicago Tribune, and was president of the company from is organization until his death
some five years since.

John Armstrong Bross, another brother, and also a graduate of Williams College, was a
lawyer in Chicago at the outbreak of the war of the rebellion. He raised a company for

the war, was chosen its captain, and it was assigned to the Eighty-eighth lllinois infantry.
He was commissioned lieutenant-colonel, raised the Twenty-ninth regiment of colored
volunteers, and with it participated in the battles before Richmond, and was killed in action
immediately succeeding the explosion of the mine at Petersburg, Virginia.

80
DUNCAN J. M'KENZIE.
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McKENZIE, Duncan J., state railroad commissioner, is another conspicuous example of
the possibilities which in this country are before every young man of ability and ambition,
and who is not afraid of honest toil. In fact there is scarcely a limit, beyond physical
endurance, to the heights to which such a young man may attain. Duncan J. McKenzie,
as may be guessed from the name, is of Scotch descent, and was born in Glengarry
county, Ontario, on the 4th of July, 1848. He received the ordinary education afforded by
the common school, and then came to Wisconsin, in 1872, and first settled in Chippewa
Falls. There be remained until 1875, when he removed to Buffalo county, where he has
since resided. Here he began the ascent which landed him in a state office, and at the
same time made him known throughout Wisconsin. He worked at lumbering, in all its
departments from bottom to top, and thus became familiar with every branch of it, which
twenty years ago was a very important part of a business education, and one which led
to wealth in many cases, although Mr. McKenzie's is probably not one of these. But the
business served to bring him into notice, and Gov. William E. Smith, who had the faculty
of appointing good men, made him lumber inspector of the Ninth district in 1878; and,
as an evidence that he made an efficient and trustworthy officer, he held the position
eleven years, through the terms of Governors Smith and Rusk. At the same time he
held local offices of importance—was trustee of the village of Alma, and one of its first
board of aldermen after it was chartered, was supervisor in 1884; mayor of Alma in 1891,
chairman of the Buffalo Republican county committee in 1888-9, and member of the
assembly in 1892, from the counties of Buffalo and Pepin. In 1894 he was nominated

by the Republican state convention for railroad commissioner, and elected that fall by a
plurality of 60,032 over the Democratic candidate, and a majority over all opponents of
24.100. He was a candidate before that convention for state treasurer, and was thought
at first to have the best chance for the nomination of any of the aspirants; but political
exigencies carried the nomination in another direction. When, however, the convention
realized that a popular and capable man was, to use a slang phrase, turned down, he
was promptly taken up and nominated for railroad commissioner. In the discharge of

the duties of the office he has demonstrated that the convention made no mistake in his
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nomination. He has shown the same executive ability which he has always shown in
meeting the official duties that have fallen to him. He was nominated for re-election by the
state convention of 1896, and it is remarkable that neither in his case, nor in that of any of
the state officers nominated, was there any criticism of the administration of his office. He
was re-elected by a large majority, and is now administering the office for the second term.

He has always been an earnest and enthusiastic worker for his party, and is one of those
in the northern part of the state who could be relied on to do the necessary party work

to make success as near certain as possible. 81 This implies something more than is
contained in the words—it means that the man of which it is said is one of thorough
convictions, that he is willing to work for what he believes to be true, and that he has the
influence which belongs to earnest men.

His parents, James McKenzie and Anna Bella (McLaren) McKenzie, were born near
Glasgow, Scotland, and emigrated to Canada in 1828. They settled on a farm and
engaged in manufacturing lumber on a small scale. They had eight children, four sons and
four daughters.

The subject of this sketch was married at Eau Claire, Wisconsin, in 1875, to Catherine
Elizabeth, daughter of David and Cornelia (Babcock) Horton. Her parents, descendants
of New England ancestry, came from Binghamton, New York, to Wisconsin, and are now
residents of chippewa county. To Mr. and Mrs. McKenzie six children have been born, the
eldest of whom died in childhood.

Mr. Mckenzie is a member of Aima Blue Lodge, No. 184, A. F. & M.; Eau Claire Chapter,
No. 36, R. A. M.; Chippewa Commandery, No. 8, and Wisconsin Consistory and Shrine.
He is also a member of the La Crosse Lodge of United Commercial Travelers and La
Crosse Lodge of Elks.

BURNHAM, John F., is the son of Jonathan L. Burnham, long a prominent resident of
Milwaukee, who was born in Plattsburg, N.Y., March 13th, 1818, and came to Milwaukee
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in 1842, coming as far as Detroit by team. Soon after he reached Milwaukee he bought
eighty acres of land within the present city limits, a part of which still belongs to the estate.
The following spring he, in company with his brother George, began the manufacture of
brick, which they carried on together until 1856, when the partnership was dissolved. J. L.
Burnham continued the business on his own account until his sons, John F. and Clinton,
became connected with him. Mr. Burnham

JOHN F. BURNHAM.

was a member of the legislature in 1852, was enterprising and public-spirited, a man of
the highest integrity, and always regarded as one of the solid and successful business
men of the city. He died September 24th, 1892. A notable instance of the esteem in which
he was generally held and the confidence of business men in his integrity was that the
late Alexander Mitchell, when aa mob in 1861 attacked his bank, took the deposits and
securities, drove hastily to Mr. Burnham's residence and delivered them into his hands for
safekeeping. Mr. Burnham at once conveyed the treasure on board a steamer, which was
run out into the lake, and kept there until the mob had been dispersed, and the excitement
had subsided, when the money and securities were returned to Mr. Mitchell without the
loss of a dollar.

John F. Burnham's mother was Lovisa McCartey before marriage, the daughter of F. D.
McCartey, at one time sheriff of Fond du Lac county, and once United States marshal.
She was born in Fond du Lac in 1839, and died in 1863, leaving the two sons already
mentioned, and a daughter, Mrs. Annie L. Lowne.

82

John F. Burnham was born in Milwaukee, July 23rd, 1856, attended the public schools

of the city for his primary education and then took a course in Notre Dame University,
Indiana. Having finished his education, he and and his brother were taken into partnership
by their father in the manufacture of brick, the firm name being J. L. Burnham & Sons.
The business was most successfully conducted by the firm until the father's death, when
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the sons succeeded to it and still carry it on near the site where it was established fifty
years ago. The business has always been a very extensive one, employing many men
and teams, and furnishing the building material for a vast number of the new and more
substantial structures erected in the city each year. The annual output of the yard is
reported at over ten millions of bricks a year.

Mr. Burnham is a Republican in politics, was an unsuccessful candidate for the legislative
assembly in 1884, was elected sheriff of Milwaukee county in 1888 and served the full
term of two years. In the fall of 1896 he was the Republican candidate for the legislative
assembly in the Eighth district of Milwaukee county, and was elected by a plurality of 734.

On June 14th, 1883, Mr. Burnham was married to miss Nellie Secore of Manistee,
Michigan, and they have three children&two boys and a girl.

LAYTON, Frederick, the donor to the city of Milwaukee of the beautiful art gallery bearing
his name though a native of England, has spent nearly this whole life in this county,

and for fifty years has been intimately identified with the growth of Milwaukee and its
industrial and commercial development. He is the son John Layton, and was born at Little
Wilbraham, seven miles from Cambridge, in Cambridgeshire, England, on the 18th of May,
1827. His father was a native of the same parish; and the family of his mother, whose
maiden name was Mary King, lived at Great Swaffham, in the county. His parents removed
to Great Wilbraham when he was nine years old. His father was engaged in a small
butcher business and when but fourteen years of age Frederick left school and learned
the trade. Not succeeding very well in his business, his father, in 1842, decided to leave
England and try his fortunes in America. Mr. Layton's father and himself left their home

in September of the year and took passage in a sailing ship, the Ontario, from London

for New York, where they arrived in due time. Thence they took passage on the Erie and
canal for Buffalo, where they spent their first winter in this country. In May, 1843, they
came on to Milwaukee, and took up their residence on a farm which Mr. Layton purchased
in Raymond, Racine county. There they remained for two years, Mr. Layton and his son
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carrying on the farm. That business, however, was that what neither father nor son had
been accustomed to, and they wisely decided to return to the business in which they had
been brought up. Accordingly, in 1845, they moved into Milwaukee engaged in the butcher
business, opening the “Layton Market” on East Water street. This market yet exists under
the management of Robert Dawson & Co. Mr. Layton's business was a success from the
start, and grew into large proportions, and finally into an extensive beef and pork packing
establishment. Since the death f his father, in 1875, Mr. Layton has been the head of the
well-Known firm of Layton & Co., which ws established in 1861, and which is still one of
the leading industries of the city. Mr. Layton, at one time, was associated in the packing
business with the late John Plankinton, under the firm name of Layton & Plankinton.

In 1847 Mr. Layton's mother came to this country, and died in 1884 at Layton Park, at the
age of eighty-one years.

Mr. Layton was married, in 1851, to Miss Elizabeth Hayman, daughter of Joel and Mary
Hayman of Oak Creek, Milwaukee who came from Devonshire, England, in 1836. They
have no children.

83

He has been known all these years as a quiet, unostentatious citizen, looking carefully
and closely after the interests of his extensive business and doing what came in his way
to promote the material and social progress of the city. Though making no pretensions to
scholarship, or liberal or artistic culture, he had a taste for the fine, arts, and, years ago,
he determined to do something for the city of his adoption, which would prove a lasting
source of pleasure too this and coming generations, and a source of culture of all classes
of his fellow citizens. This something he determined should be an art gallery, and so he
went quietly too work, secured the site for a building, procured plans for a structure which
in itself should be an object lesson in art, and ere the citizens were aware of his purpose,
the building was under way. When completed, citizens found that they had indeed an art
gallery, even before a picture was hung upon its walls. But Mr. Layton was not satisfied
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with giving Milwaukeeans a beautiful place for pictures, he gave many of the pictures

that adorn its walls, and he is still giving—scarcely a year has passed since the gallery
was opened that he has not contributed some notable painting to the collection. The
gallery now contains one hundred and fifty-eight pictures, of which eighty-five are his direct
gifts. When Mr. Layton began his work, he did not pretend to a connoisseur, but he had

a natural taste for works of art and a discrimination that, in some measure, supplied the
place of extended culture in this respect; and with the study which he has since devoted

to the subject and with the experience and information which he has acquired in his visits
to the art centers and galleries of Europe and to notable sales of pictures his judgements
of the artistic merits of a picture is inferior to that of few other American collectors, whether
amateur or professional; and happily, the gallery likely to have the benefit of his judgement
and taste for years to come. The commercial value of a number of the pictures in the
gallery and the

FREDERICK LAYTON.

public appreciation of them in an artistic sense has greatly increased since they were
procured.

In making this gift too the city, Mr. Layton has done that which will be a source of
unmeasured pleasure and improvement to many coming generations; and, in so doing,
modest though he be and indifferent too popular applause, he has builded himself a
monument more enduring than marble and of infinitely greater value.

PETERSON, Sewell A., state treasure, is one of those men who, in spite of adverse
circumstances, often come to the front in the political struggles of this country and obtain
recognition by reason of their mental vigor, their innate honesty, their natural adaptability
for the efficient discharge of the duties of public position, and the force of considerations
which always seem to be necessary part of their personality. This is peculiarly true

of many of our foreign-born citizens. Mr. Peterson is a native of Norway, as might be
guessed from his name, and was born in Soloer, in that 84

Men of progress. Wisconsin. A selected list of biographical sketches and portraits of the leaders in business, professional and official
life. Together with short notes on the history and character of Wisconsin http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.19127



Library of Congress

SEWELL A. PETERSON.

county, on the 28th of February, 1850. He attended school in his native town until he was
fourteen years of age, when he came to Wisconsin, and settled in Dunn county. Here

he attended the public school in the district where he resided, and soon mastered the
English language. Afterward he took a course in a commercial college at La Crosse, and
thus fitted himself for a commercial or official life, should the way thereto open to him.

The accomplishment of his ambition, however, was no easy task, as many another boy
has found, but not daunted by difficulties, he worked on at anything which would bring
him honest money—he worked on the farm, in the lumbering districts, on the log drive,
and at school teaching, the while devoting what leisure he could command to study and
substantial reading. In this way he made slow, but steady progress toward the responsible
position to which he was elected to years ago. How much of wearing toil this young
Norwegian endured, how much of courage he exercised, and how much of perseverance
his course required only those who have had a like experience. It is the story over again
of the rugged path through which not a few of America's conspicuous men have climbed
to greatness. Such stories cannot be read by the youth of our country without receiving an
impulse to nobler endeavor, and a clearer knowledge of the possibilities which the human
will may control.

Mr. Peterson continued to reside in Dunn county until 1887. His energy and ability came to
early recognition among those who knew him best. He was elected treasurer of the town
of Sand Creek in 1874, when but twenty-four years of age. He was register of deeds of
Dunn county from January 1st, 1876, to January, 1882; alderman of Menomonie for the
years 188607; clerk of Rice Lake, Barron county, to which he removed in 1887, for the
years 1888-90; city treasurer in 1891, and mayor, 1892-4. He was a member of the lower
house of the legislature from Barron county in 1893. his readiness to assume any duty
which might be in accordance with or demanded by good citizenship, is shown in the fact
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that while a resident of Menomonie he was a member of the Wisconsin National Guard,
being first lieutenant of Company H, Third infantry.

As a member of the legislature Mr. Peterson made many friends, by his popular manner
and his prompt and intelligent discharge of his legislative duties. Like nearly all of his
countrymen who become citizens of the United States, he is in thorough sympathy with
American institutions, and rejoices in the individual liberty and independence which it is
their purpose to guarantee to each individual.

Mr. Peterson, early in the summer of 1894, began to be very prominently talked of for
candidate for a place on the Republican state ticket, principally for that of state treasurer.
When the convention met it did not take long to discover that he was sure of some place,
and that he had a host of friends both in and out of the convention. When nominations
came to be made, he was named for the place which he wanted, that of state treasurer.
He 85 made a strong candidate, receiving 197,742 votes, next to the highest number
received by anyone on the ticket, the largest vote being that cast for Emil Baench, the
candidate for lieutenant-governor, 198,181.

Mr. Peterson has been engaged in mercantile business for the last fifteen years, and

has met with unusual success. He also owns and carries on a farm of 240 acres in Dunn
county, where he resided the greater portion of the time since coming to this country, and
where he received many honors at the hands of the people.

On the 4th of September, 1884, Mr. Peterson was married to Miss Helen Sophia Gabriel of
Madison, Wisconsin, and they have three, children—Raymond Victor, Hazel Victoria and
Ruth Marguerite.

CASSON, Henry, secretary of state, one of the strong men of the present state
administration, and for many years the intimate friend and advised of the late Gov. Rusk,
is the son of Henry and Mary Cocks Casson, and a native of Brownsville, Fayette county,
Pennsylvania, where he was born on the 13th of December, 1843. He received a common
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school education in lllinois, which was sufficiently thorough, with subsequent private study,
to fit him for entering upon the official duties that for many years he has been called upon
to discharge, and to enable him to make such a record for faithfulness and ability as few
men in like station can boast. He came west with his parents when but five years of age,
and his first western home was in lllinois, where he early learned the trade of printer, which
he followed with slight intervals for some eighteen years, or until 1873, when he came to
Wisconsin, settling at Viroqua, Vernon county, which has ever since been his legal home,
though much of his life has been spent in Madison and Washington, whither his official
duties have called him. In 1875 he purchased The Vernon County Censor, and for ten
years was its editor and publisher.

HENRY CASSON.

Governor Rusk, in 1885, appointed him his private secretary, and this position he held
through the remainder of the governor's service. So thorough a knowledge did he acquire
of the executive office and of the routine of its duties and of executive affairs generally,
that his services had become almost indispensable to any occupant of the executive office.
Gov. Hoard, therefore, upon his assuming the duties of the position, wisely retained Mr.
Casson in the position with the duties of which he had become so familiar. He served

Gov. Hoard through his term; when the political complexion of the administration having
changed, he retired from the office with the good will of all who ever had any official
relations with the executive department during his connection with it.

Gov. Rusk, upon receiving the appointment of secretary of agriculture in President
Harrison's cabinet, remembering Mr. Casson's efficiency and fidelity in the discharge of
his official duties, appointed him his private secretary, and this position he held for a year,
when he was made chief clerk of the department. In this place he remained until the 86
expiration of President Harrison's term, March 4th, 1893, when he retired. In August, 1893,
he became private secretary to Congressman J. W. Babcock, and held the place for a
year, when he was nominated by the Republican convention of Wisconsin for secretary

of state, and elected by a plurality of 60,125, and a majority over his three opponents
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of 24,704. When his term was drawing to a close there was no suggestion of a change,
and he was renominated by the convention by acclamation. He is a man of clear and
rapid judgment in the formation of opinions, conscientiously accurate in all he does, and
holds his subordinates to a like discharge of their duties. Genial in manner to all, yet never
forgetful of his official obligations, he commands the confidence of those with whom he
has business. He has, therefore, many of the qualifications of the ideal official.

Mr. Casson was married, in 1874, to Miss Ethel Haughton of Vernon county, Wisconsin,
and they have one son, who is the third to bear the name of Henry.

KENNAN, Thomas Lathrop, an accomplished lawyer and a citizen of high character, traces
his lineage to immigrants from Scotland, who left their native land about the year 1670,
because of religious persecution. One branch of the family settled in Massachusetts,

and the other in Virginia. Of this latter branch Gen. Richard Kennan was appointed

first governor of Louisiana, and Commodore Beverly Kennan, who married a great-
granddaughter of Martha Washington, was killed by the bursting of a gun on the frigate
Princeton in 1844.

Col. George Kennan, great-grandfather of T. L. Kennan, was an officer in the revolutionary
army, and a prominent citizen of Massachusetts, and subsequently of Vermont, where he
was repeatedly elected to the legislature. One of his sons, Jairus Kennan, graduated in the
first class of the University of Vermont, in 1804, and became professor in that institution.
His early death in 1813 cut short a career that was full of promise in learning and literature.

The eldest son of Col. George Kennan was Rev. Thomas Kennan, a Presbyterian
clergyman of prominence, who was the father of three sons, one of whom was John
Kennan, who was the father of George Kennan, the distinguished traveler and author.
The eldest son of Rev. Thomas Kennan, George Kennan, was the father of the subject
of this sketch. This George Kennan, in 1816, married Mary, daughter of Captain Chester
Tullar, and took up his residence in Morristown, St. Lawrence county, New York. He was
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one of those hardy pioneers, who, with unflinching integrity and far-reaching foresight,
have always been among the founders of free institutions. This man had four sons and six
daughters, the oldest of whom was Thomas Lathrop Kennan, who was born in Morristown,
New York, February 22nd, 1827. His vigorous work on the farm developed him physically,
and laid the foundation of that independence and self-reliance which have characterized
him all through life.

After exhausting the facilities of the country school, he, with a few other farmer boys,
employed a private instructor, and in this way fitted himself for teaching; and, at the age
of eighteen, he left home to make his own way in the world. In 1847 he came to Norwalk,
Ohio, and began the study of law with his uncle, Jairus Kennan, a leading lawyer in that
region. Having completed his legal studies, he was admitted to the bar in 1851; and,
coming to Wisconsin, he began the practice of his profession in Oshkosh. Two years
later he formed a partnership with Judge Wheeler, previously of Neenah. This partnership
continued for two years, when, in 1855, Mr. Kennan removed to Portage, which was then
thought to be one of the rising towns of the state. Here he practiced successfully for some
years, gaining at one time a wide reputation as a criminal lawyer; but this kind of practice
he did not covet, and ultimately abandoned 87 it, and confined himself to civil business.

Upon the breaking out of the civil war he promptly tendered his services to the
government, and was commissioned by the governor to recruit a company. In the fall

of 1861 he was mustered into service in the Tenth Wisconsin regiment, and received a
commission as first lieutenant of Company D. Afterward he was elected captain to fill a
vacancy, but declined it in favor of an officer of more military experience. He served with
the regiment until 1862, when he was assigned to duty on the staff of the commanding
general and served in this capacity until July, 1862, when he was compelled to resign
on account of ill-health. As a soldier he was prompt and faithful in the discharge of duty
and popular with his men. Upon leaving the service he devoted his time to regaining his
health, by looking after the affairs of his large stock farm in Marquette county. While in
this capacity his voice and influence were given in support of a vigorous prosecution of
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the war. Upon the recovery of his health he was appointed deputy provost marshal, and
served in this position until the end of the war.

He has had no ambition for official position—he declined a nomination to the assembly,
and practically threw away a nomination for the senate. Some time after the war he
resumed the practice of his profession in Portage, built up a large and profitable business,
and rose to the front rank in the profession. In 1880 he gave up general practice to accept
the position of attorney for the Wisconsin Central railroad, a laborious and important post,
which he held for ten years. Upon accepting this office he removed to Milwaukee, and built
him a fine residence on Prospect avenue, where he still resides.

Since severing his connection with the railroad company, he has devoted himself to private
law practice and to real estate, gold mining in Colorado, and iron mining in the Gogebic
range. He is a stockholder and director of a national bank, and has other large interests.

THOMAS LATHROP KENNAN.

Mr. Kennan is an active and useful member of the Immanuel Presbyterian church, and
was for many years one of its board of trustees. He is a member of the Loyal Legion, the
Grand Army of the Republic, and is a thirty-second degree Mason.

He was married, in 1850, to Miss Loa Brown of Norwalk, Ohio, a lady of education and
cultivated tastes, whose social and domestic accomplishments have rendered his home
life exceptionally happy. Six children, three sons and three daughters, are the result of this
union.

WURDEMANN, Harry Vanderbilt, M. D., born in Washington, D. C., on the 13th of
June, 1865, is the son of John Vanderbilt (C. E.) and Matilda Barnard Wirdemann,

and grandson of William Wirdemann of Washington, who was famous in his day as an
inventor and manufacturer of mathematical instruments. His grandfather on his mother's
side was Henry Barnard, a painter and engraver of London, England.
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Dr. Wirdemann was educated in the public schools of Washington, St. Louis,
Leavenworth, 88

HARRY VANDERBILT WURDEMANN.

Kansas, and in the high school of the latter city, his parents having removed from
Washington to Fort Leavenworth in 1870, and subsequently to the city of Leavenworth.
While in the high school he began work in the office of E. T. Carr. state architect, with
whom the remained two years, until the return of the family to Washington in 1881. Here
he took a course of study in the Columbian University, at the same time learning the
trade of engraver with Maurice Joyce. In 1882 the began the study of medicine under
the preceptorship of Drs. Z. T. Sowers and D. K. Shute in general medicine, and Drs. F.
B. Loring and Swan M. Burnett in opthalmology and otology; and attended four courses
of lectures in the medical department of the Columbian University, from which he was
graduated with honors, March 15th, 1888.

From 1884 to 1886 he was employed in the United States geographical survey, being
rapidly advanced from subordinate positions to that of topographer. He is skilled in the
illustration of medical subjects, his own writings and a number of modern text-books being
illustrated by him, among which are some atlases of the larynx and ophthalmic works.
The medical illustrations in the Century Dictionary were drawn by him. All his expenses
during his student days were paid by his brush and pen. After graduation Dr. Wirdemann
practiced medicine in Washington, meanwhile taking a post-graduate course in the school
of ophthalmology. He then went abroad, and attended the lectures in clinics, both general
and special, in the Poliklinik and general hospitals in Vienna, and in the Royal London
Ophthalmic hospital, whence he returned in 1889.

During his four years of medical study in Washington, he was assistant of Prof. Loring and
later of Prof. Burnett, was prosector of anatomy in the Columbian University, attending
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surgeon to the Washington Eye and Ear Infirmary, assistant to the ophthalmic and aural
clinic of the central dispensary and emergency hospital.

He has been a resident of Milwaukee since 1890, and has been prominent in the medical
work of the city for the greater portion of that time. He has been a director of the Wisconsin
general hospital and secretary of the association; oculist and aurist to the children's
hospital, to the Milwaukee County Hospital for the Chronic Insane, and to the Elms
hospital, and was instructor in the disease of the eye, car and throat in the training school
connected with the latter institution. He is a member of the editorial staff of the Annals

of Ophthalmology and Otology, in charge of the department of German literature, and
associate editor of the Ophthalmic Record.

Dr. Wirdemann is a member of the American Medical association, and was secretary
of the section on ophthalmology in 1894-5; is a member of the Wisconsin State Medical
society and of other prominent medical societies in the state, and of the Chicago
Ophthalmological and Otological society. He is a life member of the Alumni association
of Columbia University, has been a delegate to the Pan-American and international
congresses of physicians and surgeons, a member of the 89 Philosophical society of
Washington, and all of the Masonic bodies to the thirty-second degree; of the Milwaukee
Chapter of Alpha Mu Pi Omega, and the Milwaukee and Deutscher clubs.

Dr. Wirdemann has invented a number of instruments, and has conducted original
researches, principally in ophthalmology and otology. His medical writings embrace

many articles, principally on special subjects, which have appeared in treatises or special
journals. He is the translator of a number of foreign brochures, and collaborator in modern
textbooks on the eye.

He served in the state militia of Kansas and in the National Riffles of Washington. In
religion he is an Episcopalian, being a member St. James' church.
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In 1888 he was married in Washington to Miss Rachel Field, daughter of Gen. John C.
Starkweather of Milwaukee. Their children are Converse Vanderbilt and Helen Vanderhbilt.

MATHEWS, Thomas Jefferson, a resident of Merrill, and county judge of Lincoln county, is
the son of Thomas P. Mathews, who was born in New York City, December 9th, 1825, and
was a schoolmate of Charles O'Connor, afterward the celebrated New York lawyer. His
father was Michael Mathews, who died when T. P. Mathews was but five years old, and
his mother moved to St. Lawrence county, N. Y., in 1837, where they continued to reside
until 1854, when T. P. Mathews came to Wisconsin. He resided near Ripon two years, and
then, in 1856, removed to Wausau, Wis., immediately engaging in the lumber business,
which he followed until 1874, when he temporarily abandoned it to take the office of county
treasurer of the newly organized county of Lincoln. He removed to Jenny, now Merrill, in
1859, and resided there until his death, December 29th, 1887. He was instrumental in the
organization of Lincoln county, and was its first county treasurer, holding the office three
terms and then declining

THOMAS JEFFERSON MATHEWS.

further re-election. He was mayor of Merrill in 1884-5, and presidential elector on the
Greenback ticket when Peter Cooper ran for president. He held the offices of justice of the
peace, school director, alderman and county supervisor. He was a defeated Greenback
candidate for the assembly. He took a lively interest in school matters and in all things
relating to the welfare of Merrill. He was a large owner in the original plat of the village
and in several additions thereto, some of which bear his name. His interest in the town

led him to invest heavily in the ill-fated Lincoln Lumber company, by which he lost the
accumulations of a life-time of industry and economy. He was a man of wide and extensive
acquaintance, and highly respected by all who knew him. T. J. Mathews' mother was
Martha Ann Green, who was born in Reaver Center, Pa., May 20th, 1838, and was
married to T. P. Mathews at Wausau, Wis., in 1858. She was the daughter of Jared

Green and Sarah Washburn, and on her mother's side was a granddaughter of Judge
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Asa Washburn of Putney, Vermont, who was a direct descendant of John Washburn,
who 90 was the first secretary of Massachusetts Bay company, and came to America in
1631. John Washburn married the granddaughter of Mary Chilton, who was the first white
woman to set foot on Plymouth Rock. The Washburns were among the early settlers of
Massachusetts and the Greens were natives of that state. Jared Green was a soldier in
the war of 1812-14. The Mathews are of Irish ancestry, and T. J. Mathews' grandfather
came to America in 1812. He was a descendant of Red Hugh McMahon, prince of
Monaghan. The Mathews branch of the family was deprived of the title of McMahon during
the first year of the reign of William, Prince of Orange. T. J. Mathews' grandmother on his
father's side was Mary Doyle, whose father, Francis Doyle, came to America from Ireland
in 1826, and was directly descended from the ancient Milesians.

Thomas J. Mathews was born in Jenny, now Merrill, Wis., June 18th, 1865. He attended
the public schools in Merrill, and, after completing the course of study therein, went to
work, in 1883, in the lumber woods, and continued there until April, 1887, at which time
he started for Washington territory, to “grow up with the country.” He worked there during
the summer of 1887, locating settlers on government land and in laying out roads in and
around Seattle, being a practical surveyor at that time. He returned home in December,
1887, at the time of his father's death, and soon after began work for the Land, Log and
Lumber company of Milwaukee, helping to estimate the value of their immense tract of
timber lands in the northern part of the state. He continued in the employ of the company
until November, 1888, when he entered the law office of Bump & Hetzel of Merrill, as

a student, and remained with them until September, 1890. He then entered the law
college of the University of Wisconsin, passing the examination of the state board of

law examiners, and was admitted to the bar in July, 1891. Continuing his law studies

in the law school, he graduated with the class of 1892, with the degree of LL. B. While

in the university he was a member of the Phi Delta Phi fraternity, the Ryan and Arion
Debating clubs, was chief justice of the Sloan moot court, and historian of the court in the
1891 Badger. After graduation he returned to Merrill, opened a law office in July, and his
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receipts for the first months were seven dollars and fifty cents, of which five dollars was
given him for a ten minutes' speech to some striking laboring men. The following year he
was elected to the office of city attorney of Merrill, which office he held one year, during
which term, with a committee appointed by the council, he revised the city charter. In the
spring of 1893 he was elected county judge, and on May 21st, 1893, the office becoming
vacant, Gov. Peck appointed him to fill out his predecessor's unexpired term; and he has
held the office to the present time. On April 6th, 1897, he was re-elected county judge for
the term expiring January 1, 1903.

Judge Mathews has always been a Democrat.

He is a member of the Chap club, a local social organization, and of the Myrtle Lodge, No.
78, K. P.—a charter member.

Judge Mathews was married to Miss Grace Peck of Neenah, Wis., October 29th, 1896.

HOLLISTER, Seymour W., well and favorably known as one of the substantial business
men of Oshkosh, was born in Racine county, Wisconsin, on the 17th of August, 1845.

His father was a native of Wayne county, N. Y., and his mother's ancestors were of
Buckinghamshire, England. When Seymour was but a child, his parents removed from
Racine county to Oshkosh, which was then but a very small village. His father preempted
the land embracing the present fair grounds, now within the city limits, and devoted himself
to farming. The boy acquired the rudiments of an education at the local schools, and at
the age of fourteen years went to work for J. H. Weed on the river at Bay 91 Boom. He
continued in this employment and in the lumber woods on the Wolf river until 1864, when
he enlisted in the Third Wisconsin calvary, in which he served until the close of the war.
Returning to Oshkosh in August, 1865, he made arrangements for engaging in lumbering
for himself, and the following winter began logging at Red Banks on the Wolf river, and
continued in the business until 1871, when he disposed of it; and, going to lowa, engaged
in farming. This occupation he followed for four years; when, concluding that lumbering
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was more remunerative than farming, he returned to Oshkosh and engaged again in
lumbering, but on a larger scale than in his first essay. He found the business promising,
and subsequently formed a copartnership, which, in 1882, was made to embrace the
manufacturing plants of Robert McMillen & Co. Some time afterward he became interested
in the manufacturing plant of Stanhilber, Amos & Co. In 1887 he withdrew from the firm

of Robert McMillen & Co.; and the firm of Hollister, Jewell & Co. was formed, embracing
S. W. Hollister, 1l. A. Jewell and Philetus Sawyer, for the manufacture of lumber at Sault
Ste. Marie, Mich. Five years thereafter the mill was burned; but the company still does

a lumbering business there. In 1894 he purchased the Stanhilber interest in the firm of
Stanhilber, Amos & Co. and the firm name was changed to Hollister, Amos & Co. He is
also a member of the Choate-Hollister Furniture company, and is president of the Builders
and Manufacturer's Supply company, wholesale lumber dealers of Chicago.

Col. Hollister was married in 1869 to Kate G. Smith, and they have four children—Asa
Ray, Winifred, Carl and Rex. He belongs to the Masonic Order, the Elks, the Hoo-Hoos
and the Grand Army of the Republic, and he was an aid-de-camp on Gov. Upham's staff
with the rank of colonel. He is a Republican in politics, but has never devoted much time to
political affairs.

As a business man, Col. Hollister has shown good judgment, great industry and
perseverance

SEYMOUR W. HOLLISTER.

in carrying forward whatever he has undertaken, and his success in life is largely, if not
wholly, due to these characteristics. Col. Hollister is a striking example of what a man may
accomplish who relies upon his own unaided efforts.

ROETHE, Emil L., superintendent of the public schools of Milwaukee county, outside
of the city, resides at Williamsburg, and is the son of Edward and Katherine Gottfried
Roethe, both of whom were born in Germany and came to Wisconsin about the year 1850,
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settling at Whitewater, Wisconsin, where their son Emil was born, January 22nd, 1871.
He attended the public and high schools of that city; and after that entered the Whitewater
normal school, in which he pursued the regular course, graduated in 1894, and now holds
an unlimited state certificate.

He began teaching in a country school near Oakwood, Wis. After nine months' experience
there, he received an appointment to a position in the public schools of Williamsburg. He
taught there until January, 1897, when he entered upon the discharge of the 92

EMIL L. ROETHE.

duties of superintendent of the public schools of the county of Milwaukee, not including
those, of course, within the limits of the city of Milwaukee, to which he was elected in the
fall of 1896. Having had a good preparation for his work, being a graduate of one of the
best normal schools of the state, and having had experience as a teacher in the kind of
schools which he is to superintend, he has entered upon his work with flattering prospects
of success therein.

In political matters Mr. Roethe is a Republican, and was, the Republican candidate for his
present office, but has not been an “offensive partisan,” and is not likely to be. The position
of superintendent of the county schools is one in which a scholarly man, possessed of
good judgment and well versed in the details and needs of the public school system, can
do work which will make his own reputation while rendering the schools the most effective
possible. That Mr. Roethe will accomplish these objects there is reason for believing.

Mr. Roethe is not a member of any clubs, and is unmarried.

McDILL, G. Edward, cashier of the Citizens' National bank of Stevens Point, Wis., is a
resident of McDill, a suburb of Stevens Point, and was born in Plover, Portage county,
Wis., April 16th, 1856. His father, Thomas H. McDill, was a native of Crawford county,
Pennsylvania, and was born in July, 1815. He came to Wisconsin in 1840, settling at Mill
Creek, Portage county, at a time when there were only about three hundred inhabitants
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north of Portage City. He followed lumbering there for two years, then built a saw mill

on the Eau Claire river near Wausau. Selling the mill in 1844, he engaged in the hotel
business in Plover, was appointed sheriff of the county by Gov. Dodge in 1847, elected
to the see office in the following year; and, in 1856, was chosen county treasurer. He
was chairman of the town board of Plover for many years, and eight years chairman

of the county board of supervisors. He was also county judge for several years, and a
member of the state assembly in 1867, 1871, 1879 and 1880. From the 1850 to 1870 he
carried on a general merchandise business in Plover, with his brother, A. S. McDill, who
represented that district in congress in 1873. In 1864 the brothers purchased the saw mill
and water power on the Plover river in what is now known as the village of McDill, and
added lumbering to their business. In 1870 the store was sold, and Mr. McDill moved to
the village named for him, where he continued lumbering until his death in 1889. During
the civil war he held the position of quartermaster, with the rank of captain. G. E. McDill's
mother's maiden name was Mary R. Harris, daughter of Jonathan Harris of Sauk county,
and granddaughter of Col. John Harris of revolutionary fame. She was born in Ohio in
1826, and died in 1881.

G. E. McDill attended the common schools of Plover from 1860 to 1871, and earned his
first money as messenger in the assembly of 1871, of which his father was a member and
the late Gov. Smith was speaker. He made many acquaintances among the legislators,
93 the memory of whom has always been a source of pleasure to him, and often of
advantage. In the fall of 1872 he entered Lawrence University, at Appleton, and was a
classmate of W. S. Stroud, ex-mayor of Portage City, and Attorney-General Mylrea. Dr.
Steele was president of the institution then, and it is Mr. McDill's testimony that he taught
them lessons of courage and self-reliance that they have never forgotten. While there

he was a member of the Phoenix society of the college. At a competitive examination at
Stevens Point, in 1873, he won an appointment to the United States Military Academy at
West Point, and entered there in June of that year. Love of order in all things and a desire
to go to the bottom of every subject is acquired and usually practiced by all West Pointers.
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He resigned his place in the academy, in 1876, to take up a business life. After a short
course in a commercial college, he was appointed, in 1877, steward and purchasing agent
of the State Hospital for the Insane at Madison, which he held until 1880, when he went
into the lumber business with his father, operating the saw mill at McDill. The company
built a flour mill on the same site in 1885, which has run steadily ever since. In 1893, in
company with other gentlemen, he organized the Citizen's National bank of Stevens Point,
with a capital of $100,000, and he was elected director and cashier, and these positions he
still holds.

Politically he is a Republican, and an effective worker in the party. He has been honored
with official positions, which show the confidence reposed in him by his fellow citizens. He
has been chairman of the town of Plover, chairman of the county board of supervisors,

is chairman of the Republican county committee and a member of the Republican state
central committee. April 20th, 1897, he was appointed resident regent of the normal school
board by Gov. Scofield, was confirmed by the senate under suspension of the rules, and
took his seat with the board the same day. He is also a member of the

G. EDWARD M'DILL.

library board of Stevens Point, the Sons of the American Revolution, the Episcopal church
of Stevens Point, and one of the members of its vestry.

Mr. McDill was married, in 1879, to Miss Alice Babcock Stilson of Galesburg, lll., an
honored graduate of Knox College, class of 1877. She is a lady widely known and highly
respected; of marked artistic ability and superior mental endowments. She is a decendant
on her mother's side of the Howlands, Crapos, Kirbys and Allens of New Bedford, Mass.;
and a lineal descendant of Wm. White of the Mayflower (son of Bishop John White of

the Church of England) and Susannah Fuller, his wife, and thus eligible to the “Society

of Mayflower Descendants.” Mrs. McDill represents the Eighth congressional district

in the state Federation of Woman's clubs, and is a member of the National Society of

the Daughters of the American Revolution, and its chapter regent for Stevens Point
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and vicinity. She is also a member of the Woman's club of Stevens Point and one of its
founders. Mrs. McDill is a member of the Episcopal church and largely associated with 94
charitable enterprises. Both Mr. and Mrs. McDill are active participants in the social life of
Stevens Point, and they delight in hospitality that has as a rare charm graced by a spirit of
kindliness and a desire to give rather than to receive.

They have two children, Genevieve Stilson, born in 1880, a graduate of the Oakland
Grammar School of Chicago, as well as a graduate of the Stevens Point high school, and
at present a student in the normal school of Stevens Point; and Allan Conover, born in
1888, and attending the model department of the normal school.

CAMP, Hoel Hinman, has long been a resident of Milwaukee, and is widely known in
business circles as one of the leading bankers and financiers of the state. He was born in
Derby, Orleans county, Vermont, on the 27th of January, 1822, the son of David M. and
Serepta (Savage) Camp. The Camps and the Savages were of English origin, and were
among the colonists who settled in Massachusetts early in the seventeenth century. David
M. Camp was a graduated of the University of Vermont, a lawyer of prominence and ability
in his state, having long held the office of lieutenant-governor, and organized the first state
senate, and established its rules, which are still in operation.

H. H. Camp received his education in the public schools of his native village; and, at the
age of fifteen years, went to Montpelier, the capital of the state, where he filed the position
of clerk in a prominent mercantile establishlishment. Here he served in this position and
as book-keeper for four years, something quite unusual in these days, but by no means
an unimportant part of a business education. At the conclusion of this apprenticeship,

he was employed as a salesman in Boston for two years, and then opened a store of his
own in Montpelier, and later in Northfield. Vt., having for partner Hon. Charles Paine, ex-
governor of Vermont. His business grew and prospered, but seeing larger opportunities
for business in the fast developing west, he sold his interest in the business in Northfield
and came to Milwaukee in the beginning of 1853, where he established his home, and
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where he temporarily engaged in the wholesale grocery business. Disposing of this within
the first year of its establishment, he became interested in the Farmers' & Millers' bank,
which had been organized under the state banking law, and was at once made its cashier.
This position he held up to the time the national bank act was passed, when, realizing the
advantages of the national bank system over state institutions, he organized to supersede
the Farmers' & Millers' banks the First National bank of Milwaukee, which was the first
corporation in the state under the national banking law. Mr. Camp became first cashier of
the new institution, and was its moving spirit and controlling head from the beginning up to
the expiration of its charter in 1882. Upon the renewal of the charter and the reorganization
of the bank. Mr. Camp was elected president, and held the office for eleven years. It is the
best testimonial to his sagacity. His administrative ability and his fidelity in the discharge of
hi responsible duties, that the bank steadily grew from the beginning in business, and the
confidence of the people, until it is now one of the leading financial institutions of the state,
and none has a stronger hold upon the confidence of the business community.

Having for so many years been the responsible head of the bank, he began to feel the
need of some relief from his arduous duties, and hence retired from the presidency in
1893, after forty years of unremitting and most honorable service. During all his long
career, there was no one whose counsel was more sought after in financial matters than
his. His papers read before financial bodies were conservative in tone, wise in suggestion,
and eminently practical in detail, and few commanded more thoughtful attention. Wild
schemes for swelling the bank's dividends 95 found no favor in his eyes, and to this
feature of his administration is to be attributed chiefly the bank's exceptionally prosperous
career.

At the beginning of 1894 Mr. Camp organized the Milwaukee Trust company, with a capital
of the hundred thousand dollars, of which he became president, and to which he has
devoted a portion of his time since his retirement from the presidency of the bank.
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Mr. Camp has been a public-spirited citizen, and has done many things which were
calculated to promote the public interests, and which, in a measure, have put charitable
work upon a sure foundation. Among these was his organization of the Charity Relief
association of Milwaukee, to which he made the generous donation of forty thousand
dollars; and this has been increased by his own gifts alone, and accumulations of income
therefrom, to over seventy thousand dollars, that, by the terms upon which the association
was formed, is to constitute a permanent fund, a part of the interest of which is annually
devoted to relieving the wants of the deserving poor. This is the kind of charity that is
eminently practical, and has the very desirable feaure of permanency; and, while it may
not make so much noise as some other forms, it will accomplish more real good. He has
also been prominently identified with other organizations, among which is the Chamber
of Commerce gratuity fund, of which he is a trustee. Mr. Camp was a trustee and officer
of the Milwaukee College and a liberal contributor for several years during its trying
experiences, and until the present endowment fund was raised. He is now, and has been
for several years, director and chairman of the finance committee of the Northwestern
National Insurance company. He has also been connected with the Associated Charities
since its organization, and for many years was a trustee of the Milwaukee County Insane
hospital. It will be see, therefore, that a great business has not absorbed all his thought,
but he has given much attention to

HOEL HINMAN CAMP.

the demands of the poor and unfortunate and to the permanent bettering of their condition,
and to the removal, in some measure, of the burden which their presence imposes upon
society.

In politics Mr. Camp has been a steadfast Republican; but, while taking an active interest
in the party's success, occasionally acting as a delegate to conventions, and laboring for

the adoption of its principles and the election of its candidates, he has never sought office
for himself, or been a politician at least not in the obnoxious sense of the term.
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He is a member of St. James' Episcopal church, of which he was senior warden for twenty
years, during which time the stone edifice was built, and rebuilt after it was burned, and to
which he has been a liberal contributor, and in the work of which he has taken an active
and zealous interest.

He has been twice married, and has two sons and four daughters. One of the former is
secretary and treasurer of the Milwaukee Trust company, and the other has, for some
years, been connected with the First National bank.

96
WILLIAM HENRY FRENCH.

FRENCH, William Henry, a woolen manufacture of Reedsburg, Sauk county, Wisconsin,
was born in the village of Holt, Wiltshire, England, January 29th, 1837. His father, Thomas
French, also a woolen manufacturer, came to this country from England in 1846. With him
came his wife, three sons and three daughters—a married son and daughter remained in
their native land, and the eldest son had preceded the family to the United States, which
was the cause of the family's migration hither instead of to Australia, whither a brother of
the senior French went about the same time. Two of the brothers of Wm. H. French were
also woolen manufacturers.

Young French had little opportunity for education, for he began work, at the age of thirteen
years, in a woolen mill, in Rockville, Conn. Not being able to secure more than a dollar a
day wages in the mill, even when nineteen years old, he left the business, was married,
and bought a farm in Canada. But the venture was a failure for various reasons—neither
was accustomed to farm life. The farm, therefore, was sold, and the young couple moved
back to Naugatuck, Conn., where Mr. French tried his hand at work in a rubber factory. He
could male good wages, but his health failed him, and, in 1861, he accepted a position as
overseer of the card room in a factory in Ansonia, Conn. Here he remained until February,
1863, when he accepted the superintendency of a woolen mill at Howells, N. Y. In 1865
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he resigned to go into business for himself, but was disappointed in securing the mill that
he had in view, and accepted an offer from parties in New York City to put two sets of
machinery into a mill and take charge of it. Not liking city life, however, he resigned as
soon as the machinery was in operation, and took a position in one of the woolen mills in
Westerly. R. I., in which he was promoted to the superintendency in 1866. This position he
resigned and accepted a similar one with the Ypsilanti Woolen company of Michigan, as
he had a desire to see and try the west. Remaining here until 1869, he formed a company
under the firm name of French, Osborne & Knill, for the manufacture of woolen goods, for
a year, at Owasso, Mich. This was not a success and the partnership was not renewed
at its expiration. A partnership with his brother in-law, Geo. Gerrish, under the firm name
of French & Gerrish, was more successful—they had all they could do at good profits; but
the mill and all its contents were totally destroyed by fire. They were in debt for money
borrowed and invested in wool, which was all burned. Upon settling their accounts Mr.
French found that he owed personally $1,400 and had not a cent with which to pay it.
Depressed and disheartened at his misfortune, his career seemed at an end, until a
clergyman reminded him that in yielding to his misfortune he was doing himself and his
family an irreparable wrong, and spoke words of hope and encouragement to him. He
set himself to the task of recovering the ground lost, but he made no progress, until Mr.
Stone of Flint, Mich., offered him a working interest in his mill, which was folowed in 1873
by a partnership 97 under the firm name of Stone, French & Co. This was a success,

but sickness intervened;and, upon the advice of a physician, he sold out, and went to
Ann Arbor, where, in 1880, he formed a partnership with the Cornwell Brothers under the
firm name of Cornwell & French. This mill was also destroyed by fire, but the stock and
manufactured goods being stored in another building were saved. He had not expected
to embark in the business again, but in 1886 he found himself in partnership with the
Reedsburg Woolen Mills Co., at Reedsburg, Wis. Mr. French took the superintendency
and management of the mills, and has continued in that position to the present time,
increasing its capacity from ten to thirty-two looms.
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Mr. French is conservative in politics, but has always voted the Republican ticket. He
has never sought political honors, but was elected mayor of Reedsburg in 1886 and re-
elected in 1887, not, however, on any political issue. He was made a Master Mason at
Middletown, N. Y., in 1863; a Royal Arch Mason in 1866, a Knight Templar in 1893 and
a thirty-second degree Mason in 1896. He was admitted into the Episcopal church at
Naugatuck, Conn., in 1852, being confirmed by Bishop Williams, and has been more or
less active in church work ever since.

Mr. French was married September 19th, 1855, to Sarah Morton, and they have five
children—three daughters and two sons.

LAFLIN, John Warren, a resident of Milwaukee, secretary of the Masonic grand bodies of
the state and editor and publisher of “Masonic Tidings,” was born in Hartford, Connecticut,
November 24th, 1844, the son of John and Margaret Kinnc Laflin, who were natives

of Ireland, were married there in 1833, emigrated the same year, landing in Quebec,
subsequently locating in the state of New York, removing thence to Connecticut, and
coming to Wisconsin in 1845. They settled near Watertown, where John Laflin, who was a
cabinet-maker and worker in wood, died in April, 1847, at the age of thirty-six years.

JOHN WARREN LAFLIN.

John W. Laflin, the son, had but limited educational opportunities, and the prominent
position which he now occupies he has attained almost wholly through his own unaided
and persevering efforts. Upon the death of his father, the family was broken up, and he
lived with different families until 1856, when he went to New Lisbon and began work in a
general store, living with the family of the proprietor. The only schooling he received was
at Aztalan and New Lisbon, and this was of short duration. He enjoyed no business or
professional training other than that which he gathered in the severe school of experience.
In 1859 he was clerk in the postoffice at New Lisbon under Richard Smith, who held the
position of postmaster under appointment from President Buchanan. In 1861 he went to
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live on a farm with a brother-in-law near Fox Lake, where he remained engaged in farm
work until August, 1862, when he enlisted in the Twenty-ninth regiment of Wisconsin
infantry. He accompanied the regiment in all its movements in the Vicksburg campaign up
98 to April 28th, 1863, when he was left behind, in the field hospital, with typhoid fever.
He remained at Young's Point and other places in the vicinity until the fall of Vicksburg,
when he was, with other convalescents, taken up the Mississippi to Benton barracks, St.
Louis, where he remained until the fall, when, with a company of convalescents, he was
sent to Missouri to repel the Confederate raid under Price. Returning to Schofield barracks
with a view to rejoining his regiment, he was, after a medical examination, transferred to
the veteran reserve corps. Subsequently, he was assigned to clerical work under Col.
Morrison, commandant of the recruiting and draft rendezvous for Missouri, was appointed
guartermaster-sergeant of the post, whence he was afterward transferred, as clerk, to

the headquarters of Gen Rosencrans, the commander of the Department of Missouri, in
which position he remained, under Gen. Rosencrans, and subsequently Gen. Dodge, until
mustered out of the service at the close of the war, in July, 1865.

Returning to his former home, New Lisbon, he engaged in mercantile business there,

in which he continued until 1872, when he removed to Oshkosh, where he carried on

the grocery, flour and feed business until 1883, when he was chosen secretary of the
Masonic grand bodies of the state and changed his residence to Milwaukee. In 1886, in
connection with his Masonic work, and in company with M. L. Youngs, grand lecturer of
the fraternity, he began the publication of “Masonic Tidings,” a monthly fraternal paper,
which compares favorably with the leading Masonic periodicals of the country. Mr. Laflin
became connected with the Masonic fraternity, upon attaining his majority, in the winter

of 1865-6, and has since continued a zealous and active member, having attained all the
degrees, including the thirty-third and last degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite.
He is not a member of any other society, except the Grand Army of the Republic. He is not
a member of any church, but for twenty-five years has been a member of the congregation
of the Presbyterian denomination.
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When a boy, in 1856, Mr. Laflin became imbued, in the Fremont and Dayton campaign,
with the spirit of Republicanism, and has always remained a zealous advocate of the
principles of that party; but he has never held or been a candidate for any political office.

Mr. Laflin was married December 3rd, 1868, to Helen M. Daniels of New Lisbon, and they
have four children—one son and three daughters. Herbert N. passed through the graded
schools of Oshkosh and Milwaukee, the east side Milwaukee high school, graduated from
the law department of the University of Wisconsin, and is now engaged in the practice of
his profession with the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance company. The oldest daughter,
Lettie G., married W. G. Cook and resides in Oshkosh. The second daughter, Mary L.,
graduated from the state university in June, 1897, and the third daughter, Helen M., is a
student of music and resides with the family.

STOUT, James Huff, lumberman of Menomonie, Dunn county, is the son of Henry L. Stout
of Dubuque, lowa, who has long been one of the prominent business men of that city, and
known as a public-spirited and generous citizen. During the war he, with Senator Allison,
was appointed to organize the lowa troops, and has been mayor of Dubuque. He is a

man of great benevolence. Among his gifts for charitable purposes and for the promotion
of social and educational improvement may be mentioned his own fine homestead in
Dubuque to the Young Men's Christian association, as a home for its organization, and
$25,000 to the Findlay hospital of Dubuque.

The maiden name of Senator Stout's mother was Eveline Deming, who was of English
ancestry.

James H. Stout, the subject of this sketch, was born in Dubuque, lowa, September 25th,
99 1848. He received his education in the public schools of Dubuque and at the Chicago
University.
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For a number of years prior to his removal to Menomonie, Wisconsin, in 1889, he was
actively engaged in the lumber business at Dubuque and St. Louis, as a member of the
great lumber firm of Knapp, Stout & Co., whose founders began business at Menomonie
in 1846, and incorporated as the Knapp, Stout & Co. company in 1878. He retains his
connection with this company, and is a member of its board of directors, but takes no
active part in the details of its management.

He was always shown intense interest in educational work and in public libraries, and he
has devoted a large measure of time to the practical side of these subjects.

In order that he might put some of his ideas to a practical test, he built and equipped

at Menomonie, in 1893, a small two-story manual training school, and conducted it in
connection with the public schools. The experiment was carefully watched and the results
noted, and so well satisfied was he with the success attained that he determined to
enlarge its scope. He therefore, in 1894, built and equipped at his own expense the Stout
Manual Training School, a large three-story building, locating it on the Central school
grounds, and connecting it by passageways with the High School building.

The equipment of the school was complete in all its details. It was organized and carried
on as a part of the city's public school system, its aim being to give information and
instruction in “the use of materials, tools, machines, apparatus and other appliances of the
several practical arts,” for the purpose of intellectual and moral education and industrial
training. Its course was systematic and thorough in carpentry and joining, wood turning,
moulding, forging, machine shop, practice, pattern making, sewing, cooking, drawing,
wood carving, modeling in clay and other branches.

The citizens of Menomonie realized the great value of Mr. Stout's gift from the first,

JAMES HUFF STOUT.
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and gave it generous support and increasing appreciation as the work grew and
demonstrated its right to public favor by its successful results. Unfortunately, the building,
together with the high school adjoining, was destroyed by fire in February, 1897. The
school had acquired an almost world wide reputation, and educators in all parts of the
country were watching its course with deep interest, as it was in several respects the
pioneer institution of its kind. However, the interruption in the work will be only temporary,
as Senator Stout will at once rebuild and equip the institution, enlarged and improved, and
the city will continue to maintain it as a part of its public school system. He has also built
and equipped three commodious kindergarten schools, which are carried on as a part of
the same system.

He instituted the system of traveling libraries, designed to furnish villages and farming
communities with the best in the line of reading that otherwise is accessible only to cities of
considerable size. He first bought about five hundred books, carefully selected, which were
divided into sixteen libraries, each in a 100 neat, strong case, and sent them out to various
portions of Dunn county, where local associations had been formed to receive and care for
them. The scheme proved a success from the outset, and so great has the demand been
for them that he now has thirty-seven libraries, or sections, in circulation, and each library
has been increased to forty volumes. The libraries are changed from station to station as
they are read, and as each one remains in a station about three months, it will be seen
that it will take about nine years before each station has had the full set, even without
further additions to the list of books. The example set by Senator Stout has been followed
by others, and the state now boasts of several free traveling libraries that are a power for
good in the communities in which they circulate.

In politics Mr. Stout is a Republican, and, while he is not offensive in the promulgation of
his political principles and the promotion of his party interests, he has done effective work
for his chosen party. He was elected senator from the Twenty-ninth district, composed of
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the counties of Barron, Buffalo, Dunn and Pepin, in the fall of 1894, receiving 7,298 votes
against 1,405 for his opponent.

This result illustrates the estimation in which he is held by his fellow citizens. He was one
of the four delegates-at-large from Wisconsin to the St. Louis convention in 1896.

Mr. Stout is a member of the Unitarian society of Menomonie, and is one of the trustees of
the society.

He was married, in 1889, to Angelina Wilson, daughter of the late William Wilson of
Menomonie, and two children have been born to them, James H., Jr., and Eveline, with
whom the senator is always ready for a romp.

Although his private business demands much of his time, he has accepted many positions
of honor, responsibility and hard work, not for the glory of them, but because of the
opportunities presented for promoting the public welfare. He was recently appointed regent
of the state university by Governor Scofield; he is chairman of the State Historical Library
Building Commission; a trustee and member of the library committee of the Mabel Tainter
Memorial Free Library at Menomonie; a life member of the Dubuque library; president of
the board of education of the city of Menomonie; trustee of the Dunn County Asylum for
the Chronic Insane, and president of the Wisconsin Free Library commission.

FAVILLE, Alden Gage, for many years a prominent and popular musician in Milwaukee, is
the son of Cornelius Faville, who was a man of note in St. Lawrence county, New York, a
generation ago, and, who, at one time, was a candidate for congress on the Whig ticket,
but, his party being in a hopeless minority, he suffered defeat. A. G. Faville's mother,
Hannah Gage, belonged to a family of influence, some of whose members have attained
distinction in the literary world. She was an own cousin of Park Benjamin, the author and
lecturer, who, in his day, was very popular in both capacities. Henry Barnes, the widely
known commentator on the Bible, whose works have probably had more readers among
Christian people than any other author in this country, was also her cousin. Ancestors
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of Mr. Faville served with distinction in the Revolutionary army, one of them being a
prominent Mason, and member of the same lodge with George Washington.

A. G. Faville was born in De Kalb, St. Lawrence county, New York, on the 20th of
February, 1838, and was educated in the common schools and academies of the region
of his birth. He developed, however, a decided taste for music; and, after his literary
education had progressed somewhat beyond the practical point, he was sent to Montreal,
and, subsequently, to New York for instruction in both voice culture and instrumental
music. To those who have long known his attainments in these branches, it is needless
to say that he made rapid and substantial progress; and, when still a very young man, he
had acquired 101 a reputation for great abilities both as a singer and organist. He was
appointed professor of music in the state normal school at Potsdam, New York, a position
which he held for seven years. Coming to Milwaukee in 1869, he at once entered upon
the work of his profession, and met with very general and cordial recognition. He has been
leader of some of the most noted church choirs of Milwaukee, has been a successful
teacher in voice culture, an accomplished organist, and always a leader in the musical
circles of the city. When the subject of establishing what is now the Arion Musical society
began to be agitated, Mr. Faville came at once to the front, and, by his skill as a musician,
his experience as a conductor of such organizations, and his knowledge of the details

of the work, was one of the efficient organizers of the society, which has become one of
the established institutions of the city, and one which has already exerted a profound and
wide-spread influence in the elevation of the musical taste of the community, especially
as it has, in its concerts, presented only the higher class of compositions. Had Mr. Faville
done nothing else for musical culture, his part in the founding of this society would entitle
him to the favorable consideration of those who rejoice in the broad educational progress
of the community.

Mr. Faville's political sympathies are with the Republican party, although he has
never engaged actively in political struggles, save that when a little fellow he sang
in the presidential campaign of 1844, some of the Whig songs in honor of Clay and
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Frelinghuysen. His first vote was cast for Lincoln for president, and doubtless he
regards remembered that act as something to be most pleasantly remembered. He is an
Episcopalian, but not a member of any church. He is a Free Mason and Grand Patriarch
organist of the Masonic fraternity. On the twenty-fifth anniversary of his entrance upon
his service as organist, Professor Faville was presented by the Wisconsin lodge with the
patriarchal jewel, with the name of the lodge, his name and the years

ALDEN GAGE FAVILLE.

of his service, 1869-1894, engraved thereon. This is considered very valuable and is
highly prized by the professor, as there is but one other jewel of the kind in this country.

He has never married.

O'KEEFE, Rev. John, C. S. C., president of the Sacred Heart College, Watertown,
Wisconsin, was born August 14th, 1852, in Knocktopher, Kilkenny county, Ireland. His
father was James O'Keefe, a farmer in comfortable circumstances, and his mother before
marriage was Johanna O'Gorman. Young O'Keefe studied in Knocktopher National
School until 1863. He then entered the Carmellite college of his native town, and studied
therein until 1872, when he became a member of the congregation of the Holy Cross,
Notre Dame, Indiana. In 1875 he was appointed a professor in St. Joseph's College in
Cincinnati. This position he held until 1877, when he was ordained, and, subsequently,
made president of the college and prefect of discipline. Remaining in this position for a
year, he was transferred to Watertown, Wisconsin, where 102

REV. JOHN O'KEEFE.

he was made assistance pastor in St. Bernard's Catholic church. This position he also
held for a year, and was then returned to Notre Dame University, where he was prefect
of discipline for a year, at the end of which time he became president of the Sacred
Heart college in Watertown, Wisconsin, which position he has since filled, to the great
acceptance of the patrons of that institution.
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Adler, David, founder and senior member of the wholesale clothing house of the David
Adler & Sons company, one of the oldest firms in Milwaukee and one of the most
extensive in the northwest in its line of business, is a native of Austria, having been born
in Neustadt, province of Bohemia, October 9, 1821, his parents being Isaac and Bertha
Adler. His father was a small trader in his native city, where he lived fifty-eight years.

His financial circumstances were limited, but he managed to have his sons fitted for

some trade or profession in which they could earn a livelihood. David, after receiving
schooling confined to the elementary branches, was appenticed to a baker in his native
town, with whom he remained three years. After that he traveled through Europe, as was
the custom, visiting the larger cities for the purpose of observing the different methods of
conducting the business in which he had served an apprenticeship. Returning to Neustadt,
he remained there two years; and, on the 15th of August, 1846, left his native land for New
York, where he established himself in the bakery business; but, seeing greater possibilities
in the new developing west, he closed up his business in New York, after five years, and
came to Milwaukee and opened a small retail clothing store. His capital was but $1,200,
and it may be guessed that the store was small and the aggregate profits in proportion.
Yet with economy in expenses, care in buying and selling and with untiring effort, his
business steadily increased, until he saw there was a promising field for the building up of
a wholesale trade. In 1857, therefore, he commenced the business of wholesaling, having
taken into partnership with him his nephew, Jacob Adler, the firm being D. & J. Adler. The
first year the sales amounted to $75,00—a very good beginning. Jacob Adler remained in
the firm two years and was then succeeded by Solomon Adler, David's brother. In 1870
Solomon retired and was succeeded by David Adler's eldest son and H. M. Mendel, the
firm being changed to Adler, Mendel & Co. Mr. Mendel remained with the firm eight years,
when he retired, and since then the firm has been known as David Adler & Sons and the
David Adler & Sons company. Three of Mr. Adler's sons are now in the firm. Nine hundred
hands are regularly employed in manufacturing clothing, and the annual sales aggregate
$1,500,000, the business extending over the northwest, as far as the Pacific shore. With
increasing business came the need for more room. The old building was remodeled and
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enlarged, but it was still inadequate to the business, and, in 1889, an elegant brick building
was erected on the corner of East Water and Huron streets, 103 seven stories above the
basement in height. It is one of the handsomest and most substantial business blocks in
the city, and every portion of it is occupied by the company's business. The cutting and
making department being fitted up with the latest machinery and appliances for rapid and
accurate work, the whole establishment is one of the most complete to be found anywhere
in the country. The house stands both financially and in the character of its goods among
the best in the land, and its great success has been largely due to the wise management
and high character of him who founded it, and who has, for forty years, been and still is at
its head.

Mr. Adler has no military record, but he has that of a patriot who gave of his time, influence
and means for the support of the government in its struggle with those who sought to
overthrow it.

In politics Mr. Adler has been a Republican since the organization of the party, but has
not held or sought any political position, but he has held numerous positions of honor and
trust, among them vice-president of the Merchants' & Manufacturers' association, of which
he has been treasurer of the past three years.

For twenty-six years he has been a member of the board of trustees of the Jewish Orphan
Asylum at Cleveland, and for fifteen years its vice-president. He is now its president,
having been unanimously elected to this office in July last by a rising vote of the trustees
and directors. He is also one of the most prominent Odd Fellows of the state, having

for the past twenty-five years been grand treasurer of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin.

In religion Mr. Adler is of the Jewish faith, and was president of the Congregation
Emanu-el for sixteen years. He has been president of the Cemetery association since its
organization, and was one of the organizers of the Wisconsin National bank, of which he
has been a director since its establishment.
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Mr. Adler was married, in 1848, to Fanny Newbouer, and six sons and two daughters have
been born to them, namely: Isaac D.,

DAVID ADLER.

Edward D., Emanuel D., Samuel D., Frederick D., B. Franklin, Mrs. H. M. Mendel and
Alvina Deuisch. Mr. Adler is known and recognized as a public-spirited man, and ready to
aid every enterprise that will in any way advance the interest of the city of which he has
been so long an honored citizen.

JOHNSON, Daniel H., judge of the Second judicial circuit, embracing Milwaukee county,
ws born in Ontario, near Kingston, July 27th, 1825. His primary education was received in
the schools of Kemptville, Ont., and after his removal to lllinois, he continued his education
in Rock River Seminary at Mount Morris, where he spent one year. The next five years,
embracing the period from 1844 to 1849, he was engaged in teaching school, employing
his spare time in the study of law and English literature. He was admitted to the bar in the
circuit court of Crawford county, Wisconsin, where he began the practice of the profession.
For several years, while residing in Prairie du Chien, he edited and published The Prairie
du Chien Courier, 104

DANIEL H. JOHNSON.

but his time was given mainly to the practice of law until 1861, when he was elected to the
lower house of the state legislature, to represent the counties of Crawford and Bad Axe,
now Vernon. A part of the years 1861 and 1862 he served as assistant attorney-general.
In the summer of 1862 the went south and was engaged for some months as clerk in

the pay-master's department of the Union army. Returning to Wisconsin, he took up his
residence in Milwaukee, and resumed the practice of his profession of the law.

For several years he was deeply interested in local politics and in the great questions
involved in the civil war and in the reconstruction period. His sympathies were then, for the
most part, with the administration and deeply absorbed in the Union cause. In 1869 and
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1870 he was again member of the assembly, representing the Seventh ward of the city of
Milwaukee, as a Republican, and was an intelligent, capable and useful member. After this
his views upon political questions changed somewhat and he was not again so active in
that direction. He was, however, city attorney of Milwaukee from 1878 to 1880, and filled
the office with credit to himself and to the advantage of the municipality. In 1887 he was
elected judge of the Second judicial circuit, and re-elected in 1893, for the term expiring
with the year 1899. As a judge he has been generally recognized as just and wise in his
rulings and decisions, efficient in the conducting of the business of the court and courteous
in his manner toward those who appear before him.

He is not only thoroughly versed in the principles of the law and a careful student of it in all
its phases, but has a fine literary taste, keeps fully informed as to current literature, and is
an interested reader of whatever is best in its various departments.

MYLREA, William H., attorney-general for the state of Wisconsin, was born in Rochester,
New York, January 1st, 1853, but came with his parents to Kilbourn City, Wisconsin, in
1856, where he resided until 1883. He attended the village school, and, through diligent
study and a natural aptitude for learning, he was prepared for college, and entered
Lawrence University, at Appleton, in 1874, where he was a student until the close of the
junior year, in 1877. After leaving college he became a student in the law department

of the state university, at Madison, but while pursuing his studies there he received the
appointment of postmaster at Kilbourn City. Discontinuing his studies in the law school, he
returned home and entered upon his duties as postmaster, holding the position for three
years. His leisure from his official duties, however, was devoted to his law studies, under
the general direction of Hon. Jonathan Bowman of Kilbourn; and, in 1879, he passed the
required examination and was admitted to the bar, at the session of the Circuit court in
Portage. Resigning the position of postmaster in 1881, and entering upon the practice of
his profession, such was his ability and attention to the cases committed to him that he
rapidly acquired a large business. In the 105 summer of 1883, he removed to Wausau,
and entered into a partnership with C. V. Bardeen, now judge of the Sixteenth Judicial
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circuit. This partnership continued until 1892, when Judge Bardeen entered upon his
judicial duties. He devoted himself with great energy and close application to the duties
of his profession, not seeking office or position until 1886, when, without solicitation

on his part, he was nominated by the Republican county convention for the office of
district attorney of Marathon county, and elected by a majority of nearly 130, although

on other offices the Democrats carried the county, as they have usually done since its
organization. Two years later he was re-nominated. He made no canvass for himself, but
spoke throughout the state for the general ticket, and although the Democrats carried
the county by about 1,000 majority, on the general ticket, the majority, on the general
ticket, the majority against him was but about 400. These facts show his popularity and
the estimation in which his discharge of his duties of district attorney was held, in a clearer
light than could any language, however forcible.

In 1894, Mr. Mylrea decided to become a candidate before the Republican state
convention for the office of attorney-general. There were several other candidates of ability
and experience, but he received the nomination without a serious struggle. In 1896 he was
re-nominated by acclamation. He has made an able, attentive and careful official, and is
popular with those having official relations with him.

He has been an earnest Republican since he was old enough to take an interest in political
affairs, and as an expounder of the principles of his party he is very effective. He has
spoken in all parts of the state, and in the campaign of 1896 he devoted much time and
thought to the discussion of the important question of the currency, and is said to have
been a very entertaining and instructive speaker.

Mr. Mylrea was married, in Milwaukee, November 12th, 1884, to Miss Minnie Ostrander,
WILLIAM H. MYLREA.

eldest daughter of D. Ostrander of Chicago, and formerly of Jefferson county, Wisconsin.
They have one child—John D. Mylrea.
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ZILLMER, Theodore, supervisor of the Tenth ward, Milwaukee county, is of German
parentage, the son of Christian Zillmer, whose occupation is that of a carpenter, and of
Helena, nee Weber. Theodore Zillmer was born in Milwaukee on the 21st of September,
1862, and received his education in the public schools and in the Spencerian Business
College, from which he graduated in 1877. He then served as messenger in a bank one
year, after which he became entry clerk and assistant book-keeper, and subsequently
traveling salesman for the wholesale clothing firm of H. S. Mack & Co. of Milwaukee. In
1883, when twenty-one years of age, he began business for himself in retail clothing with
a capital of only $600. Subsequently he added a shoe department, and this business,
steadily increasing in volume, he has continued, on Fond du Lac avenue, up to the present
date. Besides his two stores he owns a large amount of productive 106

THEODORE ZILLMER.

real estate, including a fine residence on Sixteenth street.

In 1894 Mr. Zillmer was elected a member of the county board of supervisors from the
Tenth ward, and re-elected in 1896. In September last he was elected chairman of the
board, and this position he now holds. In his political affiliations he is a Republican, and
has been prominent and efficient in party work. In 1894 he was elected a member of
the Republican state central committee, and was elected a delegate to the Republican
national convention at St. Louis that nominated McKinley for president.

As a member of the county board of supervisors, Mr. Zillmer has always been opposed
to what is termed the “ring,” and has steadily and consistently advocated economy in
all county affairs so far as compatible with the public good and consistent with that real
enterprise which should characterize all business, whether public or private.

He is a Mason and a member of the Knights of Pythias. He was married September 1st,
1886, to Kunigunda Lessel, and they have three children—Raymond, Aimee and Helen.
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MEINECKE, Adolph, one of those men to be found in every considerable community,
who, while building a fortune for themselves, contribute to the comfort and happiness

of scores of others, and also to the public welfare, was born in Burhave, in the grand
duchy of Oldenburg. He received what educational advantages the place of his nativity
afforded, and in addition thereto private instruction and direction from his father, who

was a physician and well qualified by his own scholarly acquirements to aid his son

in his studies. When the lad had reached the age of thirteen years he was sent to the

high school at Oldenburg, and then to the commercial college in Osnabruck. With this
training he was well equipped to make his way in the world. But his means were meager,
and naturally his thoughts turned to the “land of promise,” America; and, in the spring

of 1848, he took passage for New York, which he reached on the 10th of June of that
year. Soon after arriving in New York he found his money gone, and to live he must find
work. In this crisis in his personal affairs, he was so fortunate as to secure a position in
the importing house of Edward Hen of Liberty street, where he remained for seven years,
rising ultimately to a position of trust. Here he probably might have remained indefinitely,
but for the fact that he was not content to remain in a subordinate position—he saw larger
things before him, if only he could put his own hand upon the wheel of some enterprise.
He, therefore, came to Milwaukee in 1855, and opened a store for toys and fancy goods.
In 1864, when importation of foreign goods was at a low ebb, owing to the high duty on
most articles and the large discount on currency, Mr. Meinecke thought it a promising time
to establish a factory in Milwaukee for children's carriages, baskets, toys and the like. But
this was not all; he found it necessary, or at least advisable, to begin the cultivation of osier
willow for use in the factory. His willow crop soon proved insufficient for the demand of the
factory, and farmers 107 in the vicinity of Milwaukee began to add the willow to their crops;
and ere long they found it very profitable, the factory having grown to such proportions
that it consumed all the willow offered that was suitable for the purposes of manufacture.
The factory thus begun steadily grew in size and importance until it has now covered the
whole block along the river front from Mason street to Oneida, and has become the most
important factory of the kind in the west, the articles that it manufactures being of the
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very best in the market. Mr. Meinecke's sons now control the business under his general
direction, Ferdinand having the management of the factory, which employs some two
hundred and fifty persons, and Adolph Meinecke, Jr., and Carl Penshorn having in charge
the toy department. The various departments of the factory are a most interesting subject
of study, as showing what useful and beautiful things are made there, not only, but how
great a business may grow from small beginnings.

But Mr. Meinecke is not simply a manufacturer. He is a most public-spirited and intelligent
gentleman, and has been conspicuous in connection with educational measures. He was
one of the commissioners from Wisconsin to the Centennial exposition in Philadelphia, in
1876, has been one of the trustees of the Public Museum ever since it was established,
and has done a large amount of work in promotion of its interests and aims, and has
made many important donations to its collections, which alone would entitle him to public
gratitude. His contributions to German papers both here and in Germany are evidence that
he is an accomplished man not only, but one who thinks deeply upon public questions. He
is such a citizen as Milwaukee may well feel proud of, whether he be considered simply
as a man of business or in the broader character of one who thinks for the welfare of the
public.

Politically he is a pronounced Republican, but is not one for revenue or honors, as may
ADOLPH MEINECKE.

be readily inferred from what has already been said of him. As to religious faith, he was
brought up a Lutheran. On the 25th of February, 1854, he was married to Mary Louise,
daughter of George Kraft of Heilbronn, a woman of many virtues and unusual culture. Two
children were born of this union. Mrs. Meinecke died three years since, to the unspeakable
grief of her husband.

Mr. Meinecke's native town recently paid him the compliment of conferring upon him
honorary citizenship therein.

Men of progress. Wisconsin. A selected list of biographical sketches and portraits of the leaders in business, professional and official
life. Together with short notes on the history and character of Wisconsin http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.19127



Library of Congress

ROSS, Frank A., prominent as a lawyer of Superior, is the son of George N. and Sarah A.
Hyatt Ross, the former a farmer in moderate circumstances. The ancestors on both sides
were Pennsylvania Dutch. Perin Ross, great-great-grandfather of Frank A., was Killed in
the battle of Wyoming, July 3rd, 1778. The Ross family and connections seem to be of
fighting stock, for the mother of Frank A. had six brothers in the Union army in the struggle
with the rebellion, all but one of whom suffered injuries from that service.

108
FRANK A. ROSS.

Frank A. Ross was born in the town of Good Farm, Grundy county, lllinois, March 24th,
1856. A year after his birth the family moved to Pierce county, Wisconsin, and settled on a
farm near Prescott, where the boy, after he was old enough to labor, alternated between
farm work and school until he was fifteen years old. At eighteen he began teaching a
district school, and continued it during winters until 1880, his summers being devoted

to other occupations. In the year last named he entered the law office of White & Smith

in Prescott, as clerk and law student, and continued there with some intermissions for
teaching until December 13th, 1879, when he was admitted to the bar at Ellsworth,
Wisconsin. He recognizes his obligations to J. S. White, senior member of the firm with
whom he studied, for much careful training in the law. Charles Smith, the junior member of
the firm, he says, was also of great service to him. Mr. White is still practicing in Prescott.

Mr. Ross opened an office in Prescott and began the practice of law in June, 1880. In
November following he was elected district attorney of Pierce county, and held the office
by successive re-elections until January, 1887. His immediate predecessor in the office
was the late F. L. Gilson, afterward judge of the superior court of Milwaukee county. Mr.
Ross removed to Superior in March, 1887, and practiced his profession there alone until
October, 1888, when he formed a partnership with W. D. Dwyer, under the firm name of
Ross & Dwyer. In 1890 Charles Smith, his former preceptor in the law, entered the firm,
having transferred his residence to Superior, and the firm became Ross, Dwyer & Smith.
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In February, 1892, the firm was still further increased by the addition of Louis Hanitch and
George J. Douglas, and the firm became Ross, Dwyer, Smith, Hanitch & Douglas, and so
continued until 1893, when Mr. Smith was elected judge of the superior court of Douglas
county. Mr. Douglas also retired from the firm at that time, and since then the firm has
continued as Ross, Dwyer & Hanitch. The business of the firm has been chiefly that of
corporations, representing some of the heaviest corporate interests at the head of Lake
Superior. This business has involved much important litigation, and the firm has met with a
fair measure of success.

Mr. Ross is a Republican, but has not sought political preferment; the only office he has
ever held was that of district attorney. He was a delegate to the national Republican
convention at Minneapolis in 1892, representing the Tenth congressional district, and
voted for James G. Blaine to the last ballot. He has also been a delegate to several state
conventions, and is at present chairman of the Douglas county Republican committee.

He was married December 19th, 1878, to Hettie Viroqua Newell, daughter of L. D. Newell,
who, in 1866, opened one of the first dry good stores in Minneapolis. Six children were the
fruit of this marriage, four of whom are still living. Mrs. Ross died October 17th, 1894; and
on June 18th, 1896, Mr. Ross was married to Carrie Blanche Newell, sister of his former
wife.
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KUTH, Frederick William , oil inspector for the county of Milwaukee and a resident of
the city, was born in Milwaukee on the 24th of January, 1856. His parents, John and
Anna Maria Hett Kuth, are natives of Cologne, Rhenish Prussia, whence they came to
Milwaukee in 1848 and have resided in the Eighth ward ever since.

John Kuth, whose occupation was that of miller, survived the cholera in 1852, and
thereafter went to work for the Pfister & Vogel Leather company, in whose employ he
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remained until his retirement from active work in 1880, in the enjoyment of a fair amount of
this world's goods.

Frederick Kuth attended the Eighth ward public school until he reached the age of sixteen,
when he found employment in a drug store, where he worked for two years. He then went
into the tannery of the Pfister & Vogel Leather company, where he learned the curriers'
trade, and was afterward made assistant superintendent of the currying department, an
important position for a young man, and one which would undoubtedly have led to higher
and better positions if he had continued in the business.

Mr. Kuth has always taken great interest in public affairs, been a very active and intelligent
Republican since he was old enough to vote, and has contributed of time and attention

to the management of party machinery. He was elected alderman from the Eighth ward

in 1892, and re-elected in 1894. He was chairman of the committee of railroads, and a
member of the committee on viaducts, which enabled him to work with much advantage

in pushing to completion the scheme for connecting the west and south sides of the city
by means of a viaduct at Sixteenth street, which has proved already of immense value

to those two great municipal divisions, and which is destined to prove one of the most
convenient of all the street improvements.

In 1895 Mr. Kuth was appointed by Gov. Upham, deputy oil inspector, at the suggestion of
Dr. H. B. Tanner, state oil inspector.
FREDERICK WILLIAM KUTH.

He was also a member of the executive committee of the semi-centennial committee of
one hundred to arrange for a suitable celebration of the admission of the state into the
Union.

Mr. Kuth is a member of the National Union and of the Knights of Pythias.
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He was married to Theresa M. Bongard in the year 1881, and they have three children,
namely: William Henry, Elsie and Viola.

McDONALD, Alexander C., at the head of the Milwaukee business college hearing

his name, is the son of Daniel McDonald, a superintendent of mines, who was born

in Scotland, and came to this country in the fifties. He gained a competence in his
business, and died January 5th, 1892. His wife, the mother of A. C. McDonald, was also
a native of Scotland and bore the historic name of Wallace. They settled in Pennsylvania,
subsequently came to Minonk, lllinois, where the mother is still living. The children are five
in number, two girls and there boys, all of whom spent their early days in the present 110

ALEXANDER D. M'DONALD.

home of their mother. One brother is on the board of trade in Chicago, and the other in real
estate and law in Chenoa, lllinois.

A. C. McDonald was born May 25th, 1860, in Mount Pleasant, Schuylkill county,
Pennsylvania. He was educated in the public schools of Minonk, Ill., and graduated from
the Evergreen City Business College of Bloomington, in 1897, completing the full course
in bookkeeping, shorthand and penmanship. He came to Milwaukee from Bloomington,
lll., and for a time held the position of shorthand correspond to the superintendent of the
American Express company. Later he was chief clerk in the purchasing department of the
Wisconsin Central railway, and then shorthand assistant and M. Lee, the present manager
of summer and winter hotels at Waukesha and Jacksonville, Florida. He began teaching
shorthand, in a small way, in 1883, and soon after established a college of shorthand.
This grew rapidly, necessitating larger quarters, which were secured in the new Matthews
building. The yearly attendance of students is now between three and four hundred and
the institution is one of the foremost in the northwest. Five high-grade teachers, of many
years experience, are regularly employed, and the college has been equipped at a cost
of over seven thousand dollars. In this age when a business education is rendered almost
a necessity for every one who expects to be fully equipped for an active career, whether
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it be in the channels of business proper or in any of the professions that have relation
thereto, the business college has an important place among the educational institutions of
the country; and the McDonald College is worthy of the attention of progressive men.

Naturally, Mr. McDonald has a love or the institutions of his ancestors, society, which is
devoted to keeping alive among our Scotch citizens and their children the loving memory
of Scotch customs and institutions.

Mr. McDonald was married June 4th, 1891, to Jennie Louise Hill, and there are two more
of Scotch descent in the second generation—Frederick Wallace and Ethel Gladys.

HANNON, Rev. Mathias, who resides at Darlington, La Fayette county, Wisconsin, is the
son of Mathias Hannon, who was a “gentleman farmer” in good financial standing and

of ample means, and of Ellen Trant, daughter of Patrick Trant, who was a large landed
proprietor in North Kerry, and who was one of the first magistrates appointed by the
English government after the passage of the act of emancipation. It will be remembered
that prior to this date no Catholic could hold such an office under the government. The act
was passed in 1829, under the powerful leadership of O'Connell.

Father Hannon was born on the 4th of February, 1830, in the historic village of Lixnaw,
County Kerry, Ireland. Lixnaw, on the River Brick, seven miles from the Atlantic ocean, is
noted for its ruins of the ancient castle and court of the earls of Kerry and Lixnaw, whose
family name was Fitzmaurice.

111

Young Hannon's early education was received at home under private tutors until the age of
twelve years. After that he was under the instruction of a Mr. Horan, a graduate of Trinity
College, who was principal of a private seminary in the town of Tralee. The young man
graduated after a five year's course in the classics and the modern languages.
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In the year 1847 he came to the United States, and became a student at the University of
Notre Dame, at South Bend, Indiana, now the first Catholic college in the United States.
Here for four years he studied philosophy and theology, completing the course in 1852. On
the 19th of December of that year, he was ordained to the Holy Catholic priesthood by the
first bishop of Dubuque, lowa, the Right Rev. Mathias Loras. Immediately after ordination
he was given the charge of the Catholics of lowa City. Some time afterward he had charge
of the church in Burlington, lowa. In the year 1868 he came to the diocese of Milwaukee,
and for eight years had charge of the congregations of Byron and Eden, in Fond du Lac
county.

February 1st 1876, he took charge of the Church of the Holy Rosary in Darlington, La
Fayette county, Wisconsin, and as retained the charge ever since. He has spent several
thousand dollars in the payment of mortgages on the church, and in its interior and exterior
decorations. During his long pastorate of twenty-one years his whole time has been
devoted to the spiritual and temporal welfare of his congregation.

With his Protestant fellow citizens Father Hannon stands in high esteem, for one of the
maxims of his life is the scriptural one: “All things whatsoever ye would that me should
do to you, do ye even so to them.” In religious controversies he takes no part and little
interest.

On the 19th of December, 1897, Father Hannon will celebrate forty-fifth anniversary of his
ordination to the priesthood, and next to the church to which he has given almost half a
century of his life and labors, he

REV. MATHIAS HANNON.

loves the government of the country that guarantees to all men, irrespective of religion,
race of color, its powerful protection in the pursuit of life, liberty and happiness.
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LIBBEY, Daniel Lord, who was for many years a conspicuous figure in the business
circles of that stirring city, Oshkosh, was born in Ossipee, New Hampshire, on the 28th of
October, 1823. He was a lineal descendant in the seventh generation from John Libbey,
who came to this country from England in 1635. His father, Nathaniel Libbey, was a
sailor in his youth, but afterward was engaged in lumbering and farming. He removed

to Bethlehem, N. H., where he was a selectman, and which he represented in the state
legislature. When the boy was seventeen years of age his father died, leaving the mother
with scanty means and a family of eleven children, six of whom were younger than
himself. With a limited education, and no means but a brave heart and strong arms, Daniel
determined to make his own way in the world; and, going to Lowell, Massachusetts, he
secured 112

DANIEL LORD LIBBEY.

employment in a foundry, learning the trade of moulder. The excitement over the discovery
of gold in California in 1849 found him industriously working in the foundry, where he

had managed to save something from his earnings. The hope of profiting by the rich
discoveries induced him to become one of a hundred young men who fitted out a ship for
the new Eldorado. Each of the company put in $300; the ship freighted, and, in February,
1849, they sailed from Boston on the long voyage around the Horn for the land of gold,
which they reached on the third of July following, without any mishap beyond experiencing
some very stormy weather. They sold the ship and cargo, paid a debt of $5,000, and each
took his share from the venture and went his way. Mr. Libbey went to the gold diggings
and worked there three years, and then returned home. After a visit of a few months he
went back to the gold fields and remained two years longer. In the spring of 1855 he again
visited home, was married, and in the fall removed to Wisconsin, settling in Oshkosh,
where he engaged, with his accustomed energy, in the manufacture of lumber. This was
before the day of railroads in Wisconsin, and the lumber business was subject to many
drawbacks; but Mr. Libbey's energy, perseverance and sagacious management were
rewarded by a good measure of success. In 1862 he had the misfortune to lose his mill
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and a large amount of lumber by fire, on which there was no insurance; but, within three
months, he had a new and better mill, and business proceeded as before.

Within a few years he began to rank as a capitalist, and, in 1871, when the Union National
Bank of Oshkosh was organized, with $100,000 capital, Mr. Libbey was chosen its
president, a position which he held to the day of his death. He was much interested in the
growth and prosperity of Oshkosh, and contributed greatly by his capital and industrial
skill to the success of various business enterprises. He was one of the organizers of

the Oshkosh Water Works company and its president up to the time that it was sold to

a foreign corporation. He was also treasurer of the Thompson Carriage company, and
interested in other business enterprises, which furnished employment to large numbers of
men. He had a fine farm of three hundred acres a mile north of Oshkosh, on the shore of
Lake Winnebago, which was a source of great pleasure to him.

Mr. Libbey was married, May 29th, 1855, to Mary Caroline Reynolds of Greenfield, New
Hampshire, who died January 29th, 1869. On June 11th, 1872, he was married to Laura A.
Reed of Phillips, Maine. There are four surviving children.

Mr. Libbey was a man of simple habits and unostentatious manners, yet one, who by
his honorable business methods, and the manner in which he used his fortune, was
justly entitled to the esteem and confidence which were so freely awarded him by those
who knew him best. He held several local offices, and discharged their duties with that
fidelity for which he was noted; but he did not desire official position of any kind. He died
December 25th, 1894.
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ZUERNER. William Frank, who desires at 1410 Burleigh street, Milwaukee, is the son of
William Zuerner, who is by ocupation a cabinet-maker in fair financial circumstances. The
elder Zuerner is a native of Germany, where he was born on the 29th of February, 1824.
Leaving his native land in 1852, he landed in New York on August 4th of that year. In 1861
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he came to Milwaukee and established a furniture and piano store on the corner of Van
Buren and Martin streets, which a year thereafter he sold, and purchased a small farm on
Burleigh street, where he still resides. In 1865 he enlisted in the Union army, and served
in the Forty-fifth Wisconsin infantry until the close of the war. In politics he is a Republican
“without variableness or shadow of turning.” Wm. F. Zuerner's mother, Johanna, whose
maiden name was Barkow, was born in Germany on the 15th of January, 1830, and came
to Milwaukee in 1841. Her mother died on the ocean, leaving her husband and this girl

of eleven years to care for the two brothers and a sister still younger than herself. When
this family reached Milwaukee there were more Indians to be seen than whites. She and
William Zuerner were married in September, 1862, and have lived to see Milwaukee
grow from a pioneer settlement of a few hundred inhabitants to a city of two hundred and
seventy-five thousand.

William F. Zuerner was born in Milwaukee on the 18th of June 1863. He received his

early education at the public schools, attending them until he was fourteen years of age,
when he began the serious business of life, as assistant to his father in the business of
gardening. He continued at this work for four years, when at the age of eighteen, he went
into the business for himself, at the same time doing something in the real estate line.
This business he closed out in the beginning of 1892, and the spring following he was
elected constable, on the Republican ticket, for the Ninth district of the city and county of
Milwaukee. In 1894 he was re-elected for a second term by a majority of 2,000, the largest

WILLIAM FRANK ZUERNER.

ever received by any candidate for that office in that district. In the fall of 1894 there
occurred a vacancy in the office of justice of the peace in the Ninth district, by reason of
the resignation of August F. Zentner, who had been elected county clerk of Milwaukee
county. To this vacancy Mr. Zuerner was elected by a large majority. Having served the
unexpired term, he was elected for the full term in the spring of 1896, and this office he
now holds.
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Mr. Zuerner has always been an earnest and consistent Republican, and has, at different
times, served as delegate in city, county, congressional and senatorial conventions. He
has sat as police justice in the absence of Judge Neelen, and was director of the school
board of the First district of the town of Milwaukee for two years.

On the 6th of March, 1886, he was married to Louise Eicksteadt of the town of Grainfield,
and they have a family of six children.

The only secret organization to which Mr. Zuerner belongs is that of the Knights of Pythias.
114
MELANCTON H. FISK.

FISK, Melancton H., M. D., is a resident of Wauwatosa, Milwaukee county, Wisconsin, and
is the son of one of the pioneers of northern Wisconsin. His father, Joel S. Fisk, was born
in St. Albans, Vermont, October 24th, 1810. He was at first engaged in mercantile pursuits
in New York state, but came west to Ohio in 1833, and two years later settled in Green
Bay, Wisconsin. He was the pioneer lumberman in sections of northern Wisconsin, and
built the first lumber mill at De Pere, and the first grist mill at Fond du Lac. With a purpose
to be prepared for the various emergencies of business in those early times, he studied
law, and was admitted to practice at Green Bay soon after his arrival there. He was made
judge of the probate court in Brown county in 1836, appointed postmaster in 1846, and
register of the United States land office in 1848. He laid out and platted the original site of
the city of Fort Howard, now consolidated with Green Bay, and was an active, prominent
and useful man in the pioneer settlement. He finally abandoned the profession of law

for the more active and remunerative pursuits of merchandizing and investments in real
estate, and in these he amassed a fortune. He died on the 27th of May, 1877. Dr. Fisk's
mother, Charlotte A. Fisk, was born December 17th, 1809, and died April 5th, 1877, a little
more than a month before her husband. The ancestors of the Fisks are traceable back

to the parish of St. James, in the county of Suffolk, England, in the time of Queen Mary.
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The Fisks came to America about 1636, and settled in Massachusetts, where they were
prominent in the development of the country and in the formation of its institutions. The
descendants of the early generation scattered through Vermont and northern New York,
and many of them may be found there still.

Dr. Fisk was born May 28th, 1843, at De Pere, Wisconsin. After attendance at he district
school for his primary education, he went to Hopkins' Academy at Hadley, Mass.,

and returning to Wisconsin, entered Lawrence University at Appleton, but left it at the
commencement his senior year to enlist in the army with a company largely made up

of students, and assigned to the Fortieth regiment, Wisconsin volunteer infantry. At the
conclusion of his military service, he did not return to complete the course at college, but
immediately began the study of medicine, and graduated from the medical department
of the University of Michigan i 1866. He began practice at De Pere, Wisconsin, and, after
five years, took a course of study at Belleview College, New York, and then resumed his
practice at De Pere. In addition to his professional work, he took an active interest in the
public affairs and improvements of the city charter, and twice re-elected, but resigned in
the spring of 1886 to remove to Wauwatosa, Milwaukee county, Wisconsin, where he now
resides and where he has acquired an extensive practice.

Dr. Fisk was married on the 19th of October, 1868, to Mary Joy Lawton of De Pere,
formerly of Pottsville, Penn. They have one son, Raymond Douseman, who was born
July 115 12th, 1875, and is now conducting a drug store at North Greenfield, Milwaukee
county. A daughter was born on the 13th of April, 1884, but died three days thereafter.

Dr. Fisk is a pronounced Democrat in politics, and generally has been quite active in
political campaigns. He did not vote in the fall election of 1896, however, not being
satisfied with either of the three party nominees at that time. He has never accepted any
purely political office, or had any ambition in that direction.
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The doctor is a member of the Wolcott Post, G. A. R., is a thirty-second degree Mason, a
Shriner, and has been master of Wauwatosa Lodge, No. 267, for several years. He is now
consulting surgeon to the Asylum for the Chronic Insane, to the Hospital for the Insane,
and to the Milwaukee county hospital. He is now president of the Brainard Medical society.
In religious matters he is an agnostic, and has never been a member of any church.

KILLILEA. Matthew Robert, one of the young members of the Milwaukee bar, is the son
of Matthew and Mary Murray Killilea, natives of Ireland, the former of whom came to
Wisconsin in 1848, and has resided in the state ever since. M. R. Killilea was born in the
town of Poygan, Winnebago county, Wis. The rudiments of his education were acquired
in the district school, and were supplemented by a course in Daggett's Business College
in Oshkosh. Afterward he entered the college of law in the University of Wisconsin, and
was chosen president of his class in 1891, and graduated in June of that year. During his
course in the university he was a member of the Phi Delta Phi society.

In 1892 he was appointed assistant district attorney by Leopold Hammel, but could not
serve on account of not having been in practice for the time required under the law. He
was the Democratic nominee in 1894 for the lower house of the legislature in the district

MATTHEW ROBERT KILLILEA

composed of the Second and Fourth wards, but was defeated by his Republican
opponent, Edward Notbohm. He has, for some time, been actively interested in athletics,
and is president of the Milwaukee Base Ball club.

He is a member of the Calumet and Bon Ami clubs, and a Knight of Pythias, Garfield
Lodge, No.83. In religion he is a Catholic, and is yet single.

He is a young man of fine, natural abilities, good attainments, and has promising future
before him.
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WILSON, Wilford Murry, in charge of the weather bureau station at Milwaukee, is the son
of Cyrus Wilson, a carriage builder in comfortable circumstances. Cyrus Wilson enlisted,
in 1862, in the 145th Pennsylvania infantry, which was assigned to the Army of the
Potomac, Hancock's corps, and participated in the battles of Antietam, Chancellorsville,
Fredericksburg and Gettysburg, besides minor engagements. He was wounded three
times at Fredericksburg while leading his company in a charge upon the Confederate
works. After the battle of Gettysburg, his 116

WILFRED MURRY WILSON.

wounds broke out afresh, and, being incapacitated for active duty, he was assigned in
charge of a division of Confederate prisoners at Elmira, New York, where he remained
to to close of the war. The health of his wife, who was Catharine Mason, being in a
precarious condition, he removed a few years ago to Bigelow, Kansas, where he now
lives.

W. M. Wilson was born in Espyville, Pa., January 24th, 1860. He attended the public
school and worked in his father's shop, learning the trade of carriage builder. Having
graduated from the high school, he was admitted to Allegheny College, Meadville, Pa., in
1880. The money for his college expenses was secured by teaching school; but, after four
years, he was compelled to leave college for lack of funds for the further prosecution of his
studies. After that he was, for one year principal of the public schools at Kelloggville, Ohio.
While at college he was a member of the Athenean Literary Society and the Phi Gamma
Delta fraternity.

In 1885 he made application for a position in the United States weather bureau, which was
then under the control of the War department; and, after passing the required examination,
was assigned to duty at the central office in Washington. In the spring of 1886 he was
sent to the school of instruction, at Fort Myer, Va., where observes were trained for their
work. The school was under rigid military discipline, and instruction was given both in the
military duties, imposed upon the signal corps as a part of the regular army, and in the
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practical work pertaining to the meteorological department, particular attention being paid
to physics and meteorology. Fort Myer is located on the old Lee estate, not far from the
famous Arlington cemetery. The rigid military discipline, the long hours of work, and the
hard army fare made life there seem hardly worth the living, but in the light of a border
experience, Mr. Wilson regards the time spent there as the most profitable of his life. He
was graduated from this school, standing first in a class of fourteen. After graduation he
was assigned to duty at Cleveland, and subsequently, at Memphis, St. Louis, Cincinnati,
Springfield, Ill., Fort Smith, Ark., Toledo, Kansas City and Mount Killington, Vt. He was
promoted and assigned to duty at Memphis in 1890 and to Milwaukee in 1896.

By studying during spare time, working at night and attending lectures during the day,
he completed a course in medicine, and was graduated from the Memphis Medical
Hospital college in 1894. He has written several pamphlets on subjects connected with
meteorology, notably “Climatology of Memphis” and the “Climate and Soils of Western
Tennessee.” His present office is director of the Wisconsin climate and crop service, in
charge of the weather bureau station at Milwaukee.

He is a member of the F. & A. M. fraternity, connected with the La Fayette Lodge, No.
265. He has been a Republican since attaining his majority. In religious matters he is

a Methodist and is a member of the Grand Avenue M. E. Church. He married Winifred
Hatch, daughter of Rev. A. P. Hatch, of the Rock River, lll., conference. They have one
child—a son.
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HARRIMAN, Frank Wilson, resides at Appleton and is a native of that city, where he was
born and the 22nd day of September, 1861. He was educated in the public schools of
Appleton and graduated from the high school at the age of sixteen; taught school for
three years, serving as principal of the Sixth ward school of Appleton in 1880 and 1881;
studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1883; served as register in probate from 1882
to 1889, and as county judge from April, 1889, to January 1st, 1890, and as postmaster of
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Appleton from 1891 to 1895. Mr. Harriman has always been an active Republican, and has
represented his party as a delegate to city, county, congressional and state conventions,
and was an alternate delegate from his district to the national Republican conventions

at Chicago in 1888. Judge Harriman has a large clientage and devotes his time now
exclusively to the practice of his profession, in which he is very successful.

On September 10th, 1884, Mr. Harriman was united in marriage with Miss Matilda
Waterhouse, and two bright little girls have blessed their union, and they have a very
happy home. Mrs. Harriman is a native of Wisconsin and a graduate of the Appleton

high school, and was engaged in teaching in the public schools three years prior to her
marriage. She is a member of the Congregational church and very active in church, social
and literary work.

In addition to his work as a lawyer, Judge Harriman is at present performing the duties

of the following positions: Grand master of the Wisconsin Odd Fellows, secretary and
treasurer of Appleton Cemetery association, court commissioner of Qutagamie county,
clerk of school district No. 2 of the city of Appleton, trustee of First Congregational church
and society, and trustee of Konemic Lodge, No. 47, 1.O.O.F., of Appleton.

Frank W. Harriman is the oldest son of the late Judge Joseph E. Harriman, one of the
early settlers at Appleton, who was married to Celia Pratt at Milton, Wis., in 1860. He died

FRANK WILSON HARRIMAN.

in 1889, leaving a widow and four adult children. Judge Joseph E. Harriman was an active,
public-spirited citizen, and much of the prosperity of Appleton is due to his early work.

He was a very popular man, as testified by his election as county judge four terms in a
strongly Democratic county, although he was a pronounced Republican. It was through

his energy that the beautiful “Riverside cemetery” was located and embellished, and his
enterprise organized and constructed the electric street railway at Appleton, the first one in
Wisconsin.

Men of progress. Wisconsin. A selected list of biographical sketches and portraits of the leaders in business, professional and official
life. Together with short notes on the history and character of Wisconsin http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.19127



Library of Congress

GRANGER, Stephen W., was born in the town of Sodus, Wayne county, New

York, September 6th, 1834. His father, John Milton Granger, was born at Westfield,
Massachusetts, February 2nd, 1793, and his mother, whose maiden name was Sarah
Hayden, was born in Maine in 1796. In 1818 they were married at Sodus, New York, and
soon moved upon a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, located near the present village
of Sodus in that state, where they resided till their deaths. 118

STEPHEN W. GRANGER.

There were born to them nine children, Stephen being the seventh. The first of his
ancestors on his father's side to come to this country was Launcelot Granger, who came
from England in 1638, and landed at Salem, Massachusetts. Launcelot Granger married
one Johanna Adams, a Puritan by birth, January 4th, 1654, at Newberry, Mass. In the
same year he moved into a house on Kent's Island, situated near the mouth of Parker
River, Mass., where he lived for twenty years, and where he reared a large family. From
this family of Grangers, located on this rough, rocky island of about two hundred acres,
has sprung a great number of descendants, who made their homes in nearly every state in
the Union. A genealogy of these descendants has been written, and contains the names,
dates and places of birth of over four thousand seven hundred persons, among whom
may be mentioned the following: Erastus Granger, who was, in 1803, commissioned by
Thomas Jefferson, then president, as Indian agent of the Six Nations, with headquarters
at Buffalo, New York, which position he held for fifteen years, and was the first judge

of the county court of Niagara county, New York; Gideon Granger, who was appointed
postmaster-general by Jefferson—a copy of a letter written by Jefferson, dated October
31st, 1801, to Gideon Granger, urging him to accept the position, is now in the possession
of the subject of this sketch—he held the office of postmaster—general for thirteen years.
Francis Granger, who formerly resided at Canandaigua, New York, and who was elected
to congress in the thirties, three terms, and ran for vice-president on the same ticket with
Daniel Webster for president, in 1838; Gordon Granger, who was one of the most able
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and brave of the major-generals in the war of the rebellion; and C. T. Granger, one of the
present judges of the supreme court of lowa.

Up to the time when Stephen was fourteen years old, he attended a district school. After
that he attended first, an academy at Walworth, New York, and later one at Sodus, but in
the summer months he worked on the farm. During the winters of 1854-5 and 1855-6 he
taught school in his native town, and in the year last named commenced the study of the
law. In 1857 he attended the National Law School, then located at Poughkeepsie, New
York, where Hon. Henry Booth, now judge, in Chicago, was one of his teachers. In June,
1858, he graduated from this school, passing an examination with honors and receiving
his diploma. In the fall of the same year he came west, and located at Milwaukee, where
he hung out his shingle and commenced the practice of the law, opening his office on East
Water street, just north of Wisconsin street. When he came to Milwaukee there was not
a person in the city whom he had ever seen before; but, with a determination to succeed,
he went to work and has ever since devoted his time exclusively and assiduously to his
profession. In the trial of cases before juries, by his fairness, earnestness and candor,

he is most successful, and as an adviser he is sought and relied upon as one of the best
posted in the law, and one of the safest in the profession.

119

In politics of late years he has taken but little active part, but he has always been a
steadfast Republican. For many years next prior to 1876, he was chairman of the
Republican committee of Milwaukee county, and also of the First ward Republican
committee. He never held any public office, and never but once ran for any. In 1873 he ran
in the First ward of the city of Milwaukee as the Republican candidate for member of the
assembly against Alfred L. Cary, the Democratic candidate, who is now a member of the
law firm of Fish & Cary; and, while the Democratic candidates received a majority of two
hundred and sixty-three in the ward, Mr. Granger was defeated by three votes only.
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Mr. Granger was married June 4th, 1861, to Ella A. Bennett, a daughter of the late Russell
Bennett of the town of Lake, Milwaukee county, Wisconsin. He has three children, the
eldest, a daughter, is the wife of H. D. Sykes, the Wisconsin street druggist; the second,
S. A Granger, is his partner in the well-known law firm of Granger & Granger, and the
youngest, John Milton, aged sixteen years, is now attending the east side high school.

GETTELMAN, Adam, a resident of Wauwatosa, and president and treasurer of the A.
Gettelman Brewing company, was born in Germantown, Washington county, Wis., April
27th, 1847. His father, Peter Gettelman, was a native of Germany, a farmer by occupation,
and, with the thrift so often exemplified among people of his nationality, prospered in
material matters, and at the time of his death was in very comfortable circumstances.

A. Gettelman's mother, whose maiden name was Catherine Holl, was also a native of
Germany, and the worthy companion of her prosperous husband.

A. Gettelman received his education in the public schools of his native place, which seem
to have been efficient, as he had no other school training, and as he seems to have there

ADAM GETTELMAN.

laid the foundation of a successful business career. After leaving school he began,

in November, 1865, an apprenticeship at the brewing business, and mastered all
departments of beer-making; so that when the company was established for the control
of the Menomonee brewery he was placed at its head. This company has attained a
prominence among Milwaukee breweries as the manufacturer of a superior quality of
beer, for its “natural process bottle beer” and for its “hospital tonic.” While the plant is by
no means as large as some of Milwaukee's notable breweries, it is steadily making its
way toward the front rank among establishments of the kind, and is doing a large and
prosperous business.

Mr. Gettelman was married November 24th, 1870, to Miss Magdalena Schweickhart. Six
children have been born to them, the eldest of whom, Katie, is married to Albert J. Kraatz,
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and Mr. Gettelman is now a grandfather. The other children are Misses Emma, Amanda,
Elfrieda and Masters Willie and Frederick, and a very happy household they form.

120
ALLEN FRANCISCO WARDEN.

WARDEN, Allen Francisco, a resident of Waukesha, and editor and proprietor of the
Dispatch of that city, is the son of Allen Warden, who was prominent in the early history
of Wisconsin. Allen Warden was born in Cayuga county, N. Y. April 8th, 1821, and came
to Wisconsin in 1842, settling near Madison. Subsequently he lived at Wiota, Beloit

and Darlington, but removed to Lamar, Mo., in 1875. He was a member of the second
constitutional convention of Wisconsin, being elected from Wiota, La Fayette county over
W. S. Hamilton, a son of Alexander Hamilton. He was one of the signers of the present
state constitution, was a “War Democrat” during the rebellion, was a presidential elector
for Wisconsin in 1864 and 1868, was a candidate for congress on the Greeley ticket in
1872 against J. Allen Barber, in the old Third district, but was defeated. He was the first
mayor of Lamar, Mo., and was re-elected; was county judge of Barton county, and held
other public positions. He died March 4th, 1897. An uncle of Allen Warden served with
Ethan Allen at the taking of Ticonderoga, and the nephew was named Allen after the
noted general. A. F. Warden's mother was Lucinda Miller prior to her marriage, the oldest
daughter of Jesse Miller, one of the pioneers of Wiota, La Fayette county, who came to the
state in territorial days.

A. F. Warden was born in Beloit, Wis., March 20th, 1852. He attended public schools

and a select school at Fayette, Wis., conducted by J. B. Parkinson, then a regent of the
state university, and now a professor and vice-president of that institution. Young Warden
entered the state university in 1868, and was graduated in June, 1873, with the degree
of bachelor of philosophy and was awarded the second honor of his class. The fall after
his graduation he went to Plymouth, Sheboygan county, and took the principalship of the
city high school, which he held for two years. In July 1875, he purchased The Plymouth
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Reporter, which he edited until August 1890. He was elected superintendent of schools

of Sheboygan county in 1881, and re-elected in 1884. A half-interest in the Reporter was
purchased by H. W. Hostman in 1884, and thenceforth the paper was conducted under the
firm name of Warden & Hostman until August, 1890, when Mr. Warden sold his interest to
O. Graffron, and received the appointment of printing clerk under Secretary of State T. J.
Cunningham, which he held from 1891 to 1895. In the later year he removed from Madison
to Waukesha, having previously purchased The Waukesha Dispatch, which he still owns,
edits and publishes.

Mr. Warden was elected in 1890 to the state assembly from the Second district of
Sheboygan county, and served on the committees on state affairs and education, the later
recommending the passage of the bill repealing the famous Bennett compulsory school
law.

He is a Royal Arch Mason, and Odd Fellow and a member of the Royal Arcanum, of which
he was Grand Regent in 1883-4, and representative to the Supreme Council sessions at
Buffalo, Philadelphia and Boston. He was master of the Masonic lodge at Plymouth for 121
two years. In religious faith he is an Episcopalian, and is, at present, senior warden of St.
Matthias parish, Waukesha.

Mr. Warden was married at Plymouth, Wis., May 17th, 1877, to Miriam E. Eastman, third
daughter of Hon. Enos Eastman. Mrs. Warden died at Plymouth, June 9th, 1884, leaving

a son, Reginald Allen, and a daughter, Lillie Eastman. Mr. Warden was married a second
time, May 29th, 1886, to Eva Fuller Hanson, fourth daughter of the late Dr. M. P Hanson of
Milwaukee.

Mr. Warden cast his first presidential vote for Samuel J. Tilden, and has always supported
the principles of Democratic party, and voted for Bryan in the presidential contest, of 1896.

SANDBERG, Paul August, register of deeds of Douglas county, and resident of Superior,
is a native of Ostersund, Sweden where he was born January 7th, 1863. His father,
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Auders Gustaf Sandberg, is by occupation a tanner and leather merchant, and the family
have always been tradesman or artisans of some kind. Mr. Sandberg's mother, whose
maiden name was Brita Elizabeth Jonson, belongs to a family of farmers who, from
generation to generation, for four hundred years, have followed agriculture in the same
locality and among the same people.

Paul A. Sandberg received his education in Sweden, passing first through the common
school, then the elementary school, from which he graduated 1881. Then, entering Ultuna
College, he was graduated from it two years later. In 1886 he came to Wisconsin, where
he worked on a farm in Pierce county for a year. After that he found employment in his
profession, that of civil engineer, being engaged on the surveys of the Duluth, Red Wing &
Southern railway, and for two seasons thereafter in engineering work for the United States
government. In January, 1895, he was appointed deputy county treasurer for Douglas
county, and in the fall of 1896 he was elected register of

PAUL AUGUST SANDBERG.

deeds of the same county, and this office he now holds.

Mr. Sandberg is a member of the Knights of Pythias and of the Masonic order, and is
unmarried.

He is a young man of education and intelligence, and like many of his countrymen is
thoroughly in sympathy with American institutions, and fully appreciates the advantages
which they offer to young men of ability and ambition.

MILLER, Wilmot Frederic, M.D., modest and unassuming though he be, is one of the
most accomplished of the younger members of the medical profession in Milwaukee,
while his popularity as a citizen is limited only by his acquaintance. He is a native of
Pennsylvania,having been born in Tamaqua, Schuylkill county, on the 6th of July,
1861. His father, Charles F. Miller, is of English descent, and his mother, Sarah A., nee
Swoyer, is of German lineage. Like many another man who has attained to prominence
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in professional or public life, young Miller began his education in the public schools, and
doubtless 122

WILMOT FREDERIC MILLER.

had implemented there the germs of a worthy ambition. Having completed his preparatory
education, he began the study of medicine, and later he entered the department of
medicine and surgery in the University of Michigan, from which, after completing the
thorough and comprehensive course there required, he graduated in June, 1887. In
November of the same year he came to Milwaukee, and began the practice of his
profession. Of fine presence and courteous in his manner, he rapidly made his way into
public favor, and built up a large and lucrative practice. Dr. Miller is somewhat averse to
speaking of his professional acquirements and work as a practitioner, but it is known that
his standing in his profession is of the best, and that he is a thorough student, keeping up
with what is new and most effective in practice, and testing, as far as possible, the most
approved theories in regard to the nature and treatment of diseases.

But this is not all. While in no sense neglecting his profession, he has found time to
devote to Masonry, of which he is a high official and an ardent advocate. Dr. Miller's
connection with Masonry began when a student in the University of Michigan, and he is
the first student upon whom the orders of knighthood were conferred by the Ann Arbor
commandery. Upon coming to Milwaukee, he at once assumed a prominent position in
Masonic circles, and joined Independence Lodge, No. 80; Wisconsin Chapter, No. 7, and
Wisconsin Commandery, No. 1. He is a working member of the Wisconsin consistory,
Ancient, Accepted Scottish Rite, and a member of Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine.
He is now commander of Wisconsin Commandery, No. 1, and in this office succeeds to
the seat once occupied by such eminent Templars as H. L. Palmer, and the late A. V. II.
Carpenter, and such able members of the order as Geo. H. Benzenberg, E. S. Elliot and
A. H. Wagner. In his present position he has ben indefatigable in his labors for the erection
and equipment of the new building for the commandery; and to him more than to any one
man is due the credit of the completion of the beautiful structure an ornament to the city,
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and one of the most convenient and admirable Masonic buildings in the northwest. While
the enterprise was in contemplation there were not wanting those who predicted that it
would not prove a paying investment for the commandery, but it is now entirely occupied
by acceptable tenants; and this financial success is an evidence of the enterprise and
business sagacity of Commander Miller, who was easily the leader of the Templars in this
work.

Dr. Miller is Republican in his political views; and, while not offensive in any manner, his
votes and influence are given to its tickets and to the promotion of its principles, and the
adoption of its policy. He is a member of the Calumet Club, of the Wisconsin Medical
society, and the college fraternity Nu Sigma Nu.

He was married on the 8th of October, 1888, to Anna B. Scherer of Tamaqua,
Pennsylvania, and the children of this marriage are W. Paul and Anita Miller.

123

FOSTER, Edward, a prominent citizen of Waukesha, is the son of John H. Foster, who
was born in Somersetshire, England, in 1821, and was married to Elizabeth W. Harwood
in 1844. That same year they came to Wisconsin, and located in Lisbon, Waukesha
county, and Mr. Foster engaged in farming and merchandising. In September, 1859, he
removed to Brandon, where he engaged in business as a merchant and grain dealer,
continuing it until 1867, when, on account of ill-health, he retired from business, and look
up his residence in Waukesha, but died the following year. In this family there were three
sons and two daughters, as follows: F. R. Foster, banker at Brandon, Wisconsin; T. N.
Foster, of the firm of Foster, Paul & Co., importers and manufacturers of kid gloves, New
York City; Mrs L. Ferguson, wife of Col. L. Ferguson, merchant of Brandon; Mrs. Eliza

J. Hadfield, deceased, and Edward Foster, the subject of this sketch, who was born in
the town of Lisbon, Waukesha county, January 13th, 1851. Removing with his parents
to Brandon, he received a high school education, and in 1867 engaged in farming in
Waukesha, and followed it until 1875, when he entered the drug business, carrying that on
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until 1883, since which time he has been interested in the wool trade, having during 1896
handled about a quarter of a million pounds. He is also largely interested in real estate

in Waukesha, residing on the Broadway farm, containing 350 acres, a portion of which

is inside the city limits. He also has other holdings of real estate within the bounds of the
corporation.

Mr. Foster, politically, is a strong Republican, having cast his first ballot for Gen. Grant
for president, and his latest one for McKinley. He has not aspired to political honors for
himself, and has never held an office of profit. He holds, however, the honorary position
of chairman of the Republican county committee, is a member of the board of aldermen
of the city and director of the town fire insurance company. He was also president of the
Waukesha County Agricultural society in 1896, was

EDWARD FOSTER.

its treasurer for five years and has taken an active interest in all of its proceedings.

Mr. Foster was married January 14th, 1878, to Mary E. Porter, daughter of the late Edward
Porter, an old and respected citizen of Waukesha. They have had two children born to
them—a son and a daughter—E. Porter Foster, deceased, and Bessie M., born June 13th,
1890, is still the light of their home.

SMITH, Henry Daniel, president of the First National bank of Appleton, and one of
Appleton’'s most enterprising and sagacious business men, was born in Johnstown, Ohio,
June 23rd, 1841. His father, Jonathan Smith, was by occupation a stock-raiser, and his
grandfather, Henry Smith, was one of the first judges of the court of common pleas of
that state, having been elected in 1899. His mother, whose maiden name was Prudence
Gardner, was connected with the Whipples of Connecticut.

Henry D. Smith attended the local schools of his native town, was prepared for college,
and, in the fall of 1859, entered the State 124
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HENRY DANIEL SMITH.

University of Michigan, where he pursued the regular course of study for three years and
then entered the law department of the university. From college he went to Marquette,
Mich., where he began the practice of his profession in partnership with J. M. Wilkinson.
He remained there until 1873, meeting with a fair measure of success in his profession.
In the fall of 1864 he was elected prosecuting attorney on the Democratic ticket, and also
county treasurer; and, later, president of the village of Marquette. In 1873, Mr. Smith,
owing to the feeble health of his wife, removed to Appleton, Wis., where be purchased an
interest in the Appleton Iron company, of which he became secretary and treasure. Mr.
Smith brought the property of the National Furnace company, at De Pere, reorganized it,
and has since been its president and the active manager of its affairs. To his judgment and
enterprise is due the success which has attended the business of the corporation.

For some ten years Mr. Smith was vice president of the First National bank of Appleton,
and in 1891 he was elected its president, and that position he still holds. The institution
has an excellent standing in financial and business circles, having a capital stock of
$300,000, a surplus of $50,000 and an annual average of deposits to the amount

of $800,000, and the success of the bank is credited largely to the sound business
methods of its president. Mr. Smith is also interested in a number of Appleton's leading
manufacturing enterprises, and, as he keeps thoroughly informed regarding the affairs
of all these institutions, he is a very busy man. Nevertheless, he finds time for travel, and
keeps thoroughly informed regarding public affairs.

Mr. Smith was formerly a Democrat in politics, but some twelve years ago changed his
views on some public questions, so that the Republican party more nearly presents his
principles; and since that time he has acted with it, and been of service in its campaigns,
though not a politician. He was an alternate delegate-at-large to the Republican national
convention in 1892 and 1896.
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He is a member of the Masonic order, but, owing to the many calls upon his time, he has
not been very active in the society's affairs.

In 1869 Mr. Smith was married to Miss Elizabeth Deeker of Paterson, N. J., and they have
on child, a daughter.

Patient, persevering, with a capacity for the details of business, untiring in effort and
undaunted by obstacles, his career illustrates the truth that all things come to him who
knows how “to labor and to wait.”

MYERS, Jacob Oliver, or as usually signed, J. O. Myers, is a resident of Wauwatosa,
Milwaukee county, and is the son of Daniel P. and Maria Weiss Myers, whose ancestors
were of the Moravian and Quaker stock that has left character and stability to the
population of large portions of Pennsylvania, of which the parents of M. Myers were
natives, and where they lived until they came to Milwaukee on the 20th of October, 1848.

J. O. Myers was born in Lehigh county, Pennsylvania, and came to Milwaukee with 125
his parents in boyhood. He received his education in the public schools, principally in
that of the old Fourth ward. Like many another boy who has made a creditable record in
the business world, he did not have the advantages of a liberal course of study, but left
school early to earn his own living and make his way in the world of business. He began
as general utility boy in S. B. Ellthorp's hat store, which was on East Water street, opposite
the present location of Drake's drug store. He learned the trade of shoemaking when a
boy, but never followed it after his sixteenth year. His next continuous employment was
as clerk in the post-office, which he entered October 6th, 1856, and where he remained
for ten years, gaining a reputation for industry, accuracy and general efficiency which has
been more than maintained in his subsequent business career. After leaving the post-
office, he engaged in the insurance business, in which he has continued since, formerly
in partnership with his brother and the late S. C. West, and latterly alone. His business
steadily increased, and he has an established standing in insurance circles second to
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none in the business. An evidence of this is found in the fact that he is secretary of the
Milwaukee Board of Fire Underwriters, an important and responsible position. He is local
agent of the Aetna, North British, Phoenix, Queen and Westchester Insurance companies.

In all his business and social relations Mr. Myers has maintained a character for ability,
integrity, liberality and a wise discrimination in all matters upon which he is called to act
that has given him a prestige in the world of affairs which not many succeed in gaining,
and which stamp him as a truly “progressive man.”

He is a Republican from conviction, and has steadily supported the principles, policy

and candidates of the party, but has never sought office or exhibited any ambition in that
direction. He is not a member for any club, but was long actively connected with the Grand
Avenue Congregational church, and for

JACOB OLIVER MYERS.

nine years past with the Wauwatosa Congregational church, taking part in its charitable
and educational work as well as in its efforts for the spread of Christianity. He is vice-
president of the Wisconsin Home Missionary society, trustee of the Rochester academy
and director of the Children's Home society.

He was married, in 1867, to Adelaide L. Bigelow, who did in 1878, leaving two children,
Mary L. and Oliver B. Myers, Mr. Myers, in 1881, married Miss Laura A. Chapman, and
they have one child, Helen Louise Myers.

KURTZ, Edward, for many years clerk of the federal courts in Milwaukee, is the son of
John N. Kurtz, who, late in life, was in the book and stationery business at Springfield,
Ohio. Edward Kurtz' grandfather was Benjamin Kurtz of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and his
great-grandfather was Rev. John N. Kurtz, who came to this country, from Germany, in the
year 1745, as a missionary, and settled in Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. Mr. Kurtz'
mother's maiden name was Ann Murphy, and her mother's maiden name was Livingston
126
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EDWARD KURTZ.

of the now historic town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. She was of Scotch Covenanter
descent.

Edward Kurtz was born in Quincy, Franklin County, Pennsylvania, August 21st, 1838, and
moved with his parents to Springfield, Ohio, in 1844. He was fitted for a liberal course of
study in the preparatory department of Wittenberg College, Springfield, and entered the
freshman class in that institution in 1853, but left it at the end of that collegiate year, and
went to Baltimore, Maryland, where he accepted a position in the book store of T. Newton
Kurtz. This position he held for three years. In the spring of 1858, he came to Milwaukee,
and took a position in the clerk’s office of the United States district court, and retained the
same until 1862. The following four years he kept books for J. B. Martin, banker, and John
Nazro, wholesale dealer in hardware. April roth, 1867, he was appointed, by Judge A. G.
Miller, clerk of the United States circuit court, and on May 1st, 1875, he was appointed
clerk of the United States district court by Judge Dyer. Both these positions Mr. Kurtz has
held to the present time, and their responsible duties he has discharged with an ability and
fidelity that has never been questioned, and has received the commendation of those who
have been most familiar with the proceedings of these courts.

Mr. Kurtz has never taken any part in politics or held any political office. He is a member
of Immanual Presbyterian church, and was clerk and treasurer of the board of trustees
from the organization of the church up to January 1st, 1897, making twenty-seven years of
continuous service in those offices. He is still clerk of the board.

Mr. Kurtz was married December 15th, 1863, to Alice Louise Abrams, niece and adopted
daughter of the late Peter and Mary A. Martineau, and they have had eight children, six
of whom are still living. Edward M. and Charles M. are graduates of the University of
Wisconsin in the mechanical and the civil engineering courses, respectively.
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Mr. Kurtz is a quiet, modest citizen, but one who has performed well every duty that has
fallen to him. He was among the first members of the Young Men's Christian association,
and has always been interested in its work.

SARLES, Wilbur Thompson, M.D., mayor of Sparta, Wisconsin, is the son of Rev. Jesse
D. Sarles, a member of the West Wisconsin conference of the Methodist Episcopal church.
He held appointments in the leading charges of the conference, and was presiding elder
about twenty years. He had charge of the Black Hills mission as its second appointee,

the first having been killed by the Indians. He also established the Black Hills College at
Hot Springs, South Dakota, under control of the Methodist church. Dr. Sarles' mother's
maiden name was Margaret Thompson, a daughter of Joseph Thompson of Union Grove,
Racine county, Wisconsin, formerly of Cayuga county, New York, and grandson of Joseph
Thompson, who was a soldier in Captain Hugh McClellan's company of Massachusetts
127 militia. The company was present at the surrender of Burgoyne in 1777, and was
discharged at Saratoga a short time thereafter. He married Janet McClellan, Captain
Hugh's sister, in 1749, and died in 1803. The family was of Scotch-Irish origin. Dr.

Sarles' grandfather, Jesse D. Sarles, was born in Dutchess county, New York, of English
parentage settled in Racine county in the early forties, and kept a noted hotel between
Racine and Burlington. He subsequently sold this with his farm of one thousand acres,
and kept another hotel equally noted in early days. He left a family of twelve children. Dr.
Sarles' grandmother's maiden name was Phoebe Halleck, daughter of Elijah Halleck, a
direct descendant of Peter Halleck, who was one of the thirteen “Pilgrim Fathers” who
came from England in 1640, landed at New Haven, and, later, moved to the eastern part of
Long Island. The landing at Southold took the name of Halleck's Neek, which it still retains.
Among the noted members of this family was the poet. Fitz Green Halleck, and Henry
Wager Halleck, who was general-in-chief, of the United States army in 1863.

Dr. Sarles was born in Necedah, Juneau county, Wisconsin, November 14th, 1856. He
was educated in the common schools, the Prescott high school, the River Falls Institute,
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and to the end of the junior year in Galesville University. Leaving school, he entered the
office of Drs. Gage & Beebe in Sparta, in 1878; and after four years of study, including the
full course in Rush Medical College, from which he graduated in February, 1882, he began
the practice of his profession as the junior member of the firm of Gage, Beebe & Sarles,
which, after ten years, became Drs. Beebe & Sarles, Dr. Gage retiring on account of ill-
health. At present the firm is Drs. Beebe, Sarles & Beebe, which has the leading medical
and surgical practice in that region.

Dr. Sarles is a member of the American Medical association, of the Wisconsin State
Medical society—of which he is one of the board of censors, of the Central Wisconsin

WILBUR THOMPSON SARLES.

Medical society—of which he is president. He is the local surgeon of the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul and Chicago & Northwestern Railway companies. He is

secretary of the United States pension examining board at Sparta, which office he

has held continuously for ten years. He is also examiner for some half a dozen life
insurance companies, among which are the Equitable and Mutual of New York, and the
Northwestern of Milwaukee. He is physician and surgeon in charge of the state public
school in Sparta, and has been for ten years health officer of that city. He is serving his
third consecutive term as mayor of Sparta, and during his incumbency of this office he has
secured for the city a system of waterworks and electric street lighting and street paving.

He is an active Republican, and as such was elected mayor. He was brought up in the
Methodist church, and is at preset a member of the board of trustees of the First M. E.
church of the city.

Dr. Sarles was married March 23rd, 1882, to Miss Nina Schaller of Sparta, and they have
one daughter.

128
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CHARLES BEST.

BEST, Charles, residing at 3015 Grand avenue, Milwaukee, is the son of Frederick
Charles Best, one of the founders of Best's (now Pabst) brewery. He was a wine grower
in Germany, at Mettenheim on the Rhine, but came to Milwaukee in 1842, and was so
favorably impressed with the then little city that he returned to his native land in 1844,

and persuaded his aged father and three brothers to emigrate with him to the new land of
promise. They all arrived in Milwaukee in the latter part of the same year, and all united in
founding the brewery already named. Some years afterward Fred. Chas. Best withdrew
from the firm and founded the Plank Road brewery, now Miller's brewery, but in the panic
of 1857 he lost his entire property, and removed to lllinois. Returning to Milwaukee some
years thereafter he served three terms as register of deeds of Milwaukee county, and died
in 1876. Charles Best's mother, whose maiden name was Margaret Kleinschrodt, survived
her husband thirteen years, dying in 1889.

Charles Best was born in Milwaukee January 3rd, 1849. He attended the common schools
in Milwaukee and in Chicago and Peru, lllinois, where his parents resided from 1857 to
1863. While in Peru, he had for instructor a German-American scholar who created in the
boy a liking for books, which he has ever since retained. At the age of fourteen, on account
of his father's business reverses, he left school, and did not have another opportunity for
schooling, except that while a clerk in Chicago he attended the lllinois Trade School in

the evenings of one winter. But in the taste which he had acquired for books he had the
germs of a liberal education which he has steadily developed all through his life. He began
while yet a boy to purchase books of instruction, which he read and studied as opportunity
offered, thus supplementing, in a very effective way, his limited school privileges. Through
his love for books he is probably really better educated than many who have had a much
longer course in school.

He earned his first money as a clerk and delivery boy in a retail grocery store, where his
wages were five dollars per month. His next step in the business world was as general
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utility boy, shipping and assistant entry clerk in an importing house in Chicago, for which
he received three dollars per week. Gradually be rose to the position of stock clerk and
assistant book-keeper, and at the age of twenty-two he had become head book-keeper.

At the request of his father, he returned to Milwaukee in 1871, and became book-keeper
for the lumber firm of T. H. Judd &Co. A year after he was engaged as general book-
keeper by Captain Pabst, then of the firm of Philip Best & Co., and when, a year later,
the firm organized as the Philip Best Brewing company, he became its secretary, which
position he held for eighteen years, severing his connection with the company in 1890,
on account of impaired health. Taking his family, he went abroad and, after an absence
of many months, returned, in 1892, with health fully restored. He then became one of
the incorporators of the Wisconsin National bank, was chosen one of its directors, and
a member of 129 its finance committee. During the panic of 1893, he was called into
the bank as executive officer, was elected vice-president, and has been in charge of
that institution, which is today the second largest bank in the state of Wisconsin, in that
capacity ever since.

In politics Mr. Best has been a staunch Republican in national politics, but non-partisan in
all local elections.

He is a member of the Milwaukee, Deutscher, Country and Bankers' clubs, the Musical
society and the Arion Musical club. He is a Protestant, but not a member of any church. He
has served as a director of the Chamber of Commerce and is one of the commissioners of
public debt of the city of Milwaukee.

He was married in 1871 to Miss Helene Taddiken of Yever, Germany. They have three
children—Frederick Charles, Martha and Anna. The former is in the employ of the
Wisconsin National bank. The obvious lesson of Mr. Best's career is that lack of privilege is
by no means a bar to success or position if one only has the will to succeed.
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BEUTLER, William Frederick, M. D., superintendent of the Milwaukee County Asylum for
the Chronic Insane, is of German descent, and is the son of John and Margaret Zeller
Beutler, and was born in Buffalo, New York, on the 24th of December, 1865. His education
was obtained at the public schools of Buffalo, and also at the German Lutheran parochial
schools. He entered the medical department of Niagara University in 1887, and while a
student in the medical college he served one year and a half as intern in the Erie county
penitentiary, Buffalo, and later as clinical assistant in the United States marine service.

He was graduated from the medical college on the 14th of April, 1891, and came to
Milwaukee on the 5th of May following to accept the position of second assistant physician
in the Milwaukee Hospital for the Insane. On the 1st of October, 1893, he was promoted to
the position of first assistant in the hospital,

WILLIAM FREDERICK BEUTLER.

and held that position for three years. On the 15th of November last he was again
promoted, but this time it was to the position of superintendent of the Asylum for the
Chronic Insane of Milwaukee county. He resigned the position of first assistant in the
hospital and took charge of the asylum on the 9th of December, 1896, and his position
he now holds. Dr. Beutler's promotion has not been rapid, but it has been steady, which
is probably a better evidence that it is based upon merit, and upon real service faithfully
rendered. The position which he now holds is one of grave responsibility, and that he
should succeed in securing it over all competitors is another evidence of merit, and of the
confidence which is reposed in him.

Dr. Beutler is a member of the Erie County, N. Y., Medical society and of the Wisconsin
State Medical society. He has always been a Republican, but is not a partisan or an
“offensive” politician.

In religion he is a Lutheran.
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He was married on the 31st of January, 1894 to Grace O'Connor of Buffalo, and they have
one son, named Floyd William.

130
ELLICOTT ROGER STILLMAN.

STILLMAN, Ellicott Roger, one of Milwaukee's manufacturers, extensively engaged in
cooperage, is the son of Edwin Amos Stillman of English ancestry, a prominent civil
engineer of New York, who, at different times had charge of the public works of that state.
He was an abolitionist in his early days, before the civil war, an ambitious worker in the
cause of temperance, and lectured quite extensively on both those subjects. He was
several times made the object of mob violence while thus engaged, as were many others
who were similarly outspoken. He became a prominent Greenbacker in 1874, and was
nominated on that ticket for surveyor-general of New York state. His party, however, was
in the minority and he was defeated. E. R. Stillman's mother, whose maiden name was
Jane Cochrane, was of Scotch-Irish descent. Her grandfather Craig was a land owner and
member of the British parliament. Her father was Presbyterian minister, and president of
Detroit College at the time of his death.

E. R. Stillman was born in Rochester, N. Y., March 6th, 1844, and received a common
school education. Soon after leaving his studies he enlisted as a private, in August, 1861,
in the Eighty-fifth New York volunteer infantry, and participated in most of the battles of
the Peninsular campaign, under Gen. McClellan. He was afterwards transferred to Gen.
Butler's command in North Carolina, where he took part in the battles of Kingston, White
Hall, Goldsboro and Plymouth. At the place last named his regiment and brigade were
captured on the 20th of April, 1864, after three days of fighting; and the prisoners were
sent to the southern military prisons at Andersonville, Charleston and Florence, where
they remained until March, 1865. During his service he was promoted to corporal, to
sergeant and to sergeant-major, and was recommended for appointment to West Point
Military Academy by the colonel commanding the regiment and the general commanding
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the brigade, under the order of President Lincoln apportioning to the army the cadetships
to which the rebellious states were previously entitled. Young Stillman took lessons

of a private tutor to prepare himself for entering the military academy; but his capture
precluded the possibility of his availing himself of the appointment. January 1st, 1865, he
re-enlisted for three years more; but the war coming to an end, he was discharged with his
regiment. June 7th, 1865, being at that time only three month past his twenty-first birthday,
a remarkable record for so young a man.

In 1866 he engaged in the lumber business in Michigan, and subsequently, in the
cooperage business, which was transferred, in 1877, to Milwaukee, where it has grown
into an extensive and valuable establishment, employing seventy to one hundred men,
and producing daily 300 to 500 barrels.

Mr. Stillman has been an active Republican ever since he became a voter, and has done
much for the success of his party. He was a delegate to two state conventions while a
resident of Michigan. After taking up his residence in Milwaukee, he was nominated for
alderman in a strongly Democratic ward, and 131 was defeated. In 1894 he was elected
member of the state assembly from the Eighth district of Milwaukee county for the two
years beginning with 1895. In 1896 he was chosen one of the Republican presidential
electors and cast his vote for William McKinley for president; and in the spring of that year
he wa strongly supported for the Republican nomination for mayor.

He is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, and of the Masonic fraternity.

Mr. Stillman was married, in 1868, to Mary J. Dickey of Quincy, Michigan, who died in
1872, leaving one child, Minnie J. He was married a second time, in 1874, to Lillian E.
Stevens, his present wife, and three children have been born to them, namely: Gertrude
L., Clara L. and E. B. Wolcott Stillman, an only son.

WITHEE, Levi, state senator from the Thirty-second district, and a resident of La Crosse,
is of Irish and English descent, and was born in Norridgewock, Maine, on the 26th of
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October, 1834, the son of Zachariah and Polly Longly Withee. The elder Whithee was a
farmer in a small way in Maine, and very poor. Levi Withee attended the common school

in his native town only about two months in each year until he was fifteen years old, and
this was all the schooling he had. He worked at farming after leaving school for four years,
when he came to Wisconsin and settled in La Crosse. He began at common work in the
lumber camps in winter, and in the summer was engaged in rafting logs to the mills and
lumber to the markets. By hard work, industry and economy, he gradually accumulated
capital enough to enable him to go into the lumber business for himself, and, in partnership
with his brother and other, he has continued the business to the present time.

In 1866 he formed a partnership with H. A. Bright of Black River Falls, for the purchase
of pine lands and the cutting and marketing of the timber therefrom, and this partnership
continued until January, 1893. In 1882, he,

LEVI WITHEE.

with others, organized the Island Mill Lumber company of La Crosse, which is still in
existence, although no longer manufacturing lumber. He was also an organizer and
president of the La Crosse Farming company, which is doing a logging and farming
business. He is interested in the Batavian bank, one of the solid institutions of La Crosse,
the Edison Light company, the Brush Electric Light company, and other business
corporations of the city.

Politically he is a Republican, but was never active in politics and never held an office until
1892, when he was elected state senator. He was re-elected in 1896. A man of affairs, it
follows that he is a conservative and safe legislator.

He is a member of the Elks and of the La Crosse club, and a number of other
organizations. He is not a member of any religious denomination, but usually attends the
Universalist church.
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On the 3rd of May, 1868, he was married to Lovisa Smith, and they have one child, Abner
G. Withee, who is now at school in Lawrenceville, New Jersey.

132
EDWARD M'GLACHLIN.

McGLACHLIN, Edward, for many years editor and publisher of The Stevens Point Journal,
was born in Watson, Lewis county, N. Y., December 19th, 1840. His father, Ephraim
McGlachlin, was a native of Montgomery county, N. Y.. His grandfather came from
Scotland, took part in the revolutionary war, was captured by the Indians, and, in their
retreat across the St. Lawrence river, was drowned. His mother, Eunice Fenton, was

a native of Lewis county, N. Y., her ancestors coming from Massachusetts. She was a
distant relative of Reuben Fenton, one of the war governors of New York.

Edward McGlachlin attended the district school of his native town, during winters, until he
was sixteen years of age. He came to Wisconsin in June, 1857, and went to work, by the
month, on the farm of Hiram Smith, in the town of Sheboygan Falls. He afterward worked
for his board, taking care of a span of horses and some cows, and walking two and a half
miles, morning and evening, to attend school. In the spring of 1859 he entered the office
of The Fond du Lac Commonwealth to learn the printer's trade, and worked there until
September, 1861, when he enlisted in Company K, First Wisconsin infantry, and served
therein up to and including the battle of Chickamauga, September 19-20th, 1863. He was
with the regiment in all its campaigns in Tennessee, Kentucky and northern Alabama,
and was with the first troops to throw a shell across the Tennessee river at Chattanooga.
He participated in the battles of Stone River. Hoover's Gap, Dug Gap and Chickamauga.
Between sundown and dark of the second day of the last named battle he was taken
prisoner, and was confined on Belle Isle and in Smith's building, Richmond, at Danville,
Va., at Andersonville, Ga., and at Charleston and Florence, S. C., covering a period of
nearly fifteen months, an experience which for duration and hardships endured has had
few, if any, parallels in the history of modern warfare. During his service he held the non-
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commissioned offices of corporal and sergeant. His exchange was effected in January,
1865; when, his term having expired some months before, he was mustered out of service.
He has been quarter-master of the local post of the Grand Army of the Republic for a
number of years, and, in 1896-7, held the position of assistant quarter-master-general of
the state.

After the war he resumed the printing business, and, in 1868, was associated with J. A.
Watrous and T. B. Reid in the publication of The Fond du Lac Commonwealth. Selling
his interest in that paper, he was, for a time, foreman of the Clinton, lowa, Daily Herald,
and, subsequently, of The Oshkosh Daily Northwestern. In 1873 he bought The Stevens
Point Journal, and, two years there-after, sold a half interest in it to T. J. Simons. This
partnership was terminated in January, 1893, by the death of Mr. Simons, and since then
Mr. McGlachlin has conducted the paper alone.

The first political meeting Mr. McGlachlin ever attended was one in support of Fremont for
president; and the first ballot he cast and every succeeding one has borne the name of
133 the Republican nominees. He was elected to the legislature in 1888, as a Republican,
and served one term. In March, 1889, he was appointed postmaster of Stevens Point, by
President Harrison, and held the office a little over four years. He has been a member of
the board of education of Stevens Point and its treasurer, and is a Knight of Pythias.

Mr. McGlachlin was married at Fond du Lac, August 21st, 1867, to Mary E. Lawrence,
and three children have been born to them, namely: Edward Fenton, Lucy K. and Thomas
Lawrence. The first named graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1889,
and now holds the position of quartermaster of the Fifth United States artillery, with the
rank of captain. The other children are still at home.

VAN BRUNT, Daniel C. —The subject of this sketch is one of the few survivors of the body
of men who earlier in the century applied their inventive faculties and their energies in
the line that resulted in revolutionizing the labor of the western farmer. The number that
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follow in their footsteps is many, but it is to be doubted if among them all is one whose
experience is greater, or whose successful work has made his name better known among
them who are reached by such inventions.

He was born in Otsego county, New York, February 18, 1818, his father, William C.

Van Brunt, coming to that place from New Jersey, where his family had lived since its
progenitor in this country came from Holland as one of the pioneer settlers of Monmouth.
William C. Van Brunt was married in Otsego county, N. Y., to Miss Phoebe Hall, whose
ancestors were among the early English settlers of Connecticut. Daniel C. Van Brunt spent
his childhood on a farm, but early in his boyhood he began work in a cotton factory. His
inventive, or perhaps at that early age, his inquiring disposition, led him to devote more
attention to the machines he worked on that to

DANIEL C. VAN BRUNT.

the work he did, and while the results may not have been equally profitable to his
employers, his experience there was an education that was of very great value to him for
years thereafter.

His early education was acquired at the district schools. He developed a decided
mechanical inclination while upon his father's farm, and from duplicating the farm tools
then in use he naturally stepped from the farm to a wagon shop, and early in manhood
opened a wagon and carriage shop at Mannsville, New York, which he conducted for
several years. He married there September 8, 1845, Miss Mary Annette Fassett, who
died in Mayville, Wis., in 1852. By this marriage there survives one son, W. A. Van Brunt,
formerly a manufacturer at Horicon, Wis., now retired.

In 1846, Mr. Van Brunt disposed of his business in New York and entered 160 acres

of land in Dodge county, Wisconsin, near Mayville, in which place he soon opened a
wagon shop, making, it is supposed, the first wagon ever built in Dodge county. In those
days a wagon-maker built his wagons “from 134 the ground up,” and the work required
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a skill at several trades, in all of which Mr. Van Brunt became proficient. He soon turned
his attention to the needs of the farmer in another line, and for some years he and his
brother, George Van Brunt, applied themselves to the construction of a machine which
they completed in 1866, the first successful broadcast seeder and cultivator combined
that come into general use. A patent was granted them on this machine and six of them
were built the first year in the Mayville wagon shop. The next year the brothers moved

to Horicon and began the manufacture of their machines on a large scale, founding a
business that rapidly increased and became as it is today the mainstay of Horicon's
business interests, employing hundreds of men, the products of those labor are distributed
annually over the entire western farming country.

Geo. W. Van Brunt retired from business in 1870. D. C. Van Brunt has had at times
different partners, but has always remained in active personal charge of the construction
of his machines. He is now president, treasurer and principal stockholder of the Van

Brunt & Wilkins Mfg. Co., the corporation which succeeded his individual ownership of

the business in 1882. Mr. Van Brunt possesses in addition to mechanical and inventive
genius, a remarkable degree of executive ability, which has enabled him not only to control
the policy of his large business, but to assume the immediate personal management of his
factory, with the detail work in every department of which he is perfectly familiar, at the age
of seventy-nine years.

He is the possessor of perfect health, and an indomitable energy. His determination has
always been that his name placed on his machines as a trade mark should represent the
standard of value in that line, and in this, as in the financial returns from his business, he
has been eminently successful.

Mr. Van Brunt was married a second time in 1853, to Mrs. Mary Sherman, who died in
1881, having borne him three children— Elliott, who was engaged in business with his
father, and is now dead; Ida, wife of S. N. Campbell, and Hattie, wife of A. W. Wilcox, both
of his sons-in-law being active in Mr. Van Brunt's business.
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In 1883 Mr. Van Brunt was married to Miss Martha L. Moore of New York, with whom he is
spending the evening of a busy and useful life in their pleasant residence in Horicon.

In politics he has always been a staunch and active Republican. His inclination and his
large business interests have kept him from accepting political preferment when it has
not been forced upon him, but he has filled local offices often to the benefit of his city.

He has taken a particular pride in the schools of Horicon, of which he has for many years
been the treasurer and leading director. He was presidential elector in 1884, and in 1890
was the Republican candidate for congress in the Second district, but there was then an
overwhelming Democratic majority in that district, and he was defeated.

MARTINEAU, Pierre, a prominent and accomplished lawyer of Marinette, is the son

of Anthony Martineau, who settled in Green Bay in 1845, and married Leonore Marie
Bourgoin of that city in 1854. Five children were born of this marriage, Pierre, the subject
of this sketch, being the fourth. In 1859 the family moved to Oconto, Wis., where Anthony
Martineau was a prosperous merchant at the time of his death in 1872. He belonged to the
old French family of Martineaus of the Place de St. Hiliare, France. His father immigrated
to Canada, and later the son came on to Green Bay, as already stated. The grandfather

of Pierre Martineau's mother, Leonore Marie Bourgoin, was Gen. Shevrier of Napoleon's
army. Gen. Shevrier was through all the campaigns of that great commander from Egypt
to Waterloo. Her father, Pierre Shevrier, the son of the general, was in the campaign in
Russia, and, at the age of twenty, 135 took part in the battle of Waterloo as a captain in
Napoleon's army. The old general was very wealthy, and, after the close of the Napoleonic
wars, father and son lived together in Paris, but a quarrel arose between them over an
attempt of the old general to force his son to marry a girl that he dislike. As a result of this
guarrel, the general disinherited his son Pierre.

Pierre resented this by renouncing the name Shevrier, and assuming that of his mother's
family, Bourgoin, and at once taking ship for San Domingo, to live with a maternal uncle
there. He was shipwrecked on the voyage, off the coast of Brazil, cast ashore in an
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uninhabited portion of that country, and, after many hardships was taken to Cuba. There
he learned from Charles Girard, a refugee from San Domingo, and a friend of his uncle,
of the general slave uprising in San Domingo and the massacre of his uncle, and how
the few spared ones had sought in Cuba and New Orleans. Pierre remained in Cuba,
for some time, where he married Angeline Girard, a daughter of Charles Girard. Pierre
Martineau's mother was born in Cuba, and when a year old was taken by her parents

to France, her father being called to France by the old general to endeavor to effect a
reconciliation between father and son. Instead of reconciliation being affected, however,
the quarrel became more bitter, and the son, under the name of Pierre Bourgoin, left
France forever, and came to Green Bay with his family, that city then being considered
a French settlement. A short time after that the old general died, and his large estates
went to other members of the family, because of the son's refusal to comply with the terms
imposed by the old general's will, as conditions by which the son could inherit the estate.

Pierre Martineau was born in Oconto, Wisconsin, June 6th, 1865. He attended the Oconto
public schools and the Oconto high school until he reached the age of fifteen years. His
grandmother, the wife of Pierre Shevrier, being then a member of his family, constantly

PIERRE MARTINEAU.

recounted to the boy Pierre the stories of Napoleon's campaigns, as told to her by her
husband, which filled him with such military ardor, that at the age of sixteen, he, without
leave, left the paternal roof and went to Fort Lincoln, Dakota, and Fort Assiniboine,
Montana, for the purpose of enlisting in the United States army, and, if possible, becoming
a military hero; but there, some officer, taking pity on him, showed him the life of a soldier
in the far west as it really was, and he did not enlist. Returning home, with all his dreams
of military glory dispelled, he resumed his studies. He attended the University at Notre
Dame, Indiana, during the scholastic years of 1886 and 1887. In 1888 he continued his
studies in Latin and French literature, under Pere Valliant, an eminent French scholar

in Oconto, Wisconsin. In 1889 he attended the Wisconsin university, and in 1890 was
admitted to the bar upon an examination by the state board of examiners, but continued
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his studies, and in 1891 was graduated from the Wisconsin university law school. In the
spring of 1891 he formed a partnership for the practice of law, with W. H. Webster of 136
Oconto, and was elected district attorney of Oconto county in 1892, on the Republican
ticket, notwithstanding the fact that the county went Democratic by over four hundred
majority. He was re-elected in 1894, running four hundred ahead of his ticket. In the spring
of 1895, he resigned the office to go to St. Louis to practice law. He formed a partnership
there with Eugene McQuillin, a lawyer who had won considerable distinction as the author
of McQuillin's “Pleadings and Practice,” and other legal publications. He practiced law in
St. Louis a year and a half, and during that time was engaged in the defense of the Creese
counterfeiters, who were implicated with the Broderick gang, the Poole murder case, and
became associated with Mr. McQuillin in several civil cases of importance. The heat during
the summer season in St. Louis made life unendurable to himself and family; his health
began to fail, and, unable to shake off the longing to return to Wisconsin, he turned his
face again to the Badger state, locating in Marinette in the fall of 1896.

Immediately after his return, he was engaged by Oconto county to prosecute the Swanson
murder case. That case was very peculiar because Swanson, the defendant, had, after
killing his victim, Jacob Leshak, burned the body. All that the state had, on which to secure
a conviction, was a human tooth and a few splinters of bones, one of the pieces of bone
being recognized by the doctors as the head of the radius, and a shirt button found in the
ashes with these bones, which was identified as a button upon the clothes of Leshak when
last seen. The circumstantial evidence in the case, however, was strong, and the jury was
forced to the conclusion that the defendant was guilty of murder in the first degree, and
such was their verdict. Immediately after that, he was retained as leading counsel in the
celebrated McDougal murder case in Marinette county. Kate McDougal, the defendant in
the case, a young girl of twenty years, was tried for the murder of her husband. The case
was vigorously prosecuted by the E. C. Eastman, the district attorney for Marinette county.
Public sentiment ran high against the defendant, because of the reputation that she bore,
but the defense succeeded in convincing the jury that she should only be considered as
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one of the victims in a terrible tragedy. Some of the most dramatic scenes ever witnessed
in a court room took place at this trial. The jury and audience were alike affected, and the
climax in the case was reached when Kate McDougal fainted and was carried out of the
court room unconscious, from the terrible picture painted by her counsel, Pierre Martineau,
who closed the case for the defense, of what her life would be in the penitentiary under

a sentence for murder in the first degree. The jury brought in a verdict for manslaughter
in the fourth degree, which was accidental killing. Public indignation over the verdict was
freely and forcibly expressed, because everybody believed she was guilty of deliberate
murder; but the people have since become reconciled to giving her the benefit of the
doubt. Immediately after this trial, a partnership was formed between E. C. Eastman of
Marinette and Mr. Martineau, under the name of Eastman & Martineau, for the practice

of law in Marinette. Mr. Eastman had already established a large and lucrative practice in
northern Wisconsin and Michigan, and had been long recognized as one of the leading
lawyers in the state. The firm of Eastman & Martineau has one of the largest law libraries
in northern Wisconsin, and is recognized as one of the leading law firms in the state.

Mr. Martineau has always been a Republican, was elected district attorney as a
Republican, and in every campaign has spoken with vigor and effect for the success of the

party.

He is at present a member of the Marquette club, the Officemen's club, and the Legion of
Honor of the city of St. Louis, all being social clubs.

In 1890, Mr. Martineau was married to Ella Bird, a daughter of James Duane Bird, whose
137 father was one of the first settlers in Dane county, and a direct descendant of the
English Major Burgoyne of revolutionary fame. James Duane Bird was the first white
child born in Dane county. Miss Bird had spent most of her time in Florida with her
mother, since 1876, when her father died. Mr. Martineau has three children, Eugene Bird
Martineau, Paul Martineau and Marie Lenore Martineau.
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Mr. Martineau has succeeded in winning a reputation as a “verdict getter” before juries.
He makes no effort at flowery oratory, but endeavors, as much as possible, to have the
jury forget him, and think only of the facts that are to be considered by them. By this,
method he has won nearly every jury case that he has tried. He is an extensive reader of
miscellaneous literature, and has a large private library. Many of his book are rare French
works published in the eighteenth century.

GIFFIN, Nathan Clark, one of the foremost citizens of Fond du Lac, is the son of Nathan
Ford Giffin, a merchant for over fifty years in the village of Heuvelton, St. Lawrence county,
New York. In addition to general merchandising, he had a tannery, saw, shingle and
flouring mills, shoe and harness shops, and a factory for pot and pearl ash. N. C. Giffin's
mother was Mary, nee Galloway, a native of Canada, where she was born June 13th,
1813. She died January 16th, 1863. Simon Giffin, the ancestor of the family in this country,
came over from either Scotland or the north of Ireland prior to 1761, and settled in Halifax,
Nova Scotia. He is reputed to have been a man of wealth and culture, and one of the
public parks of Halifax is named in his honor. His son, Simon, Jr., moved into Connecticut,
and served as sergeant in the revolutionary army. He left four children, of whom the
youngest son, David Giffin, was born in Bennington, Vermont, in 1766, and in 1800 moved
to Oswegatchie, St. Lawrence county, New York, where her purchased

NATHAN CLARK GIFFIN.

a farm on the St. Lawrence river, and brought up a large family. He was a captain of the
militia during the war of 1812-14, and rendered valuable service on the Canadian frontier.
He died in 1840, leaving a family of eight children, of whom Nathan Ford Giffin was the
father of N. C. Giffin, the subject of this sketch. He was born in 1805 and died in 1891,
leaving six children. Four brothers of this family survive—all of whom are professional men
—Dan S., a lawyer of prominence, who occupies the old homestead in Heuvelton; David
G., engineer, residing in Neenah; Wis.; William M., deputy principal of the noted Cook
count normal school, and Leverett W., a prominent physician in Neenah, Wisconsin, and
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the discover and manufacturer of the “Muco Solvent,” a diptheria cure. The oldest child,
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Thurston, resides in Fremont, Nebraska.

N. C. Giffin was born in Heuvelton, St. Lawrence county, New York, October 10th, 1833,
and at the age of fifteen years entered the Wesleyan Seminary at Gouverneur, New York,
where he prepared for college, spending a portion of his time winters teaching school.
138 He entered Union College, Schenectady, New York, in 1855, and graduated in 1859.
He was valedictorian of the Theological society of that institution, which was organized
for the purpose of discussing theological questions and maintaining a theological library.
Soon after graduating he entered the office of Isaiah T. Williams, a prominent lawyer of
New York City, from which office he was admitted to the bar in 1860. He at once began
the practice of his profession in that city, which was his home for four years. He served
as clerk of the committee on revolutionary claims in the United States senate during the
Thirty-seventh congress, and at the same time was private secretary of Senator Preston
King of New York.

In 1863 he came to Fond du Lac, where he has ever since resided. In 1865 he was
elected city attorney, re-elected the two following years, and again elected in 1869 and
re-elected in 1870. He has been alderman and chairman of his ward, and was for some
months president of the city council. He was a member of the city school board for several
years, and in 1873 was elected county judge of Fond du Lac county for a term of four
years. During fifteen years he was one of the directors of the free library of Fond du Lac,
and for three years was president of the board; was nine years trustee of the Rienzi
cemetery, and for the past sixteen years has been trustee of Lawrence University at
Appleton, Wisconsin.

Mr. Giffin has been a member of the Methodist church for more than fifty years, steward
of the church in Fond du Lac for thirty-three years, member of its board of trustees for
twenty-five years, and for the last eight years trustee of the Wisconsin conference, and
at present president of that board. While in college he was a member of the Theta Chi
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chapter of the Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity, one of the largest Greek letter societies

in the United States. He became a master Mason in 1864, Royal Arch Mason in 1869,
Knight Templar in 1870, and was two years master of the lodge. He was twice elected
deputy grand master and once grand lecturer of the state. He was eminent commander of
the Fond du Lac Commandery Knights Templar for three years, and for two years grand
generalissimo of the grand commandery of Wisconsin. He has been trustee of the Grand
Lodge of Masons since 1887, and in June, 1897, was elected grand master. In politics he
is a Republican.

Mr. Giffin was married, in the town of Philadelphia New York, August 27th, 1862, to Miss
Jane C. Eddy, and they have four children living—three daughters and a son. The eldest
daughter married Waldo Sweet and resides in Fond du Lac; the second married Dr. F. T.
Stevens, assistant superintendent of the lowa Hospital for the Insane, at Mount Pleasant,
and the third married Rev. R. O. Irish, a missionary to China. She has attracted wide
attention by a series of letters written from the “flowery kingdom.” The son, Don Eddy
Giffin, is still a student, with a promising future. Mr. Giffin is at present senior member of
the law firm of Giffin & Sutherland.

NORDBERG, Bruno V., a resident of Milwaukee, and a mechanical engineer of
prominence, is the son of Carl Victor Nordberg, a noted ship-builder of Finland, although
he learned the business in the United States. He died in 1880. Mr. Nordberg's mother's
maiden name was Dores Hinze, who was born in this country of German parents. Bruno
Nordberg was born in Helsingfors, Finland, April 14th, 1857. His ancestors on the paternal
side were Swedish and Finnish. He attended the elementary schools and gymnasium,
or school preparatory to the university, in his native town, and thereafter studied at the
Polytechnic School of Finland, a Helsingfors, mathematics, physics, chemistry and the
course in mechanical engineering and graduated in 1878. Soon after graduation he left
his native land and came to this country, arriving in Milwaukee in 1880. Having always
had a great liking for engineering, he 139 began working, during his school vacations,

in machine shops at the early age of fourteen years, and finally went through a regular
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apprenticeship at the business, extending with interruptions, through five years. Steam,
and particularly marine engineering, was the branch of the business in which he sought

to perfect himself. It was for this purpose that he came to this country. Upon reaching
Milwaukee, he succeeded in getting a position as draughtsman at the works of E. P. Allis &
Co. This position was a subordinate one, but the great problems he there came in contact
with gave his work special interest for him. Mr. Edwin Reynolds had begun to build his
Corliss engines, and introduced many devices and methods which opened a new era

in steam engineering. It was Mr. Nordberg's fortune to get work under his supervision.

His great liking for steam engineering, and a natural ability in that direction, enabled him
to advance rapidly; and, after a few years he became Mr. Reynolds' chief assistant in
executing his ideas and in designing engines of various types. This position he held until
1890. At that time Mr. Nordbeerg, Mr. A. W. Straw and Mr. F. A. Wilde organized the
Nordberg Manufacturing company, which set out to build a new type of steam engine,
governor and other devices patented by Mr. Nordberg. He had invented and patented

a new type of Corliss engine which the Wilkin Manufacturing company started to build.

He left the Allis company and served as consulting engineer for the Wilkin company one
year. In 1892 he entered into the service of the Nordberg Manufacturing company as chief
engineer, the company having commenced the construction of his engines. This position
and that of vice-president he still holds.

His efforts are principally directed to producing highly economical steam engines for all
purposes—for mills, factories, pumping, hoisting, electric dynamos, etc. With some of
these engines results have been obtained that are fully equal to any on record: as, for
instance, a triple expansion pumping engine,

BRUNO V. NORDBERG.

built by the Nordberg company for the city of Washington, ran for ten days continually on
about one and a half pounds of coal per horse-power. Mr. Nordberg holds some twenty-
four patents on steam engines, most of which are in practical use.
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He is a member of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. Politically he inclines to
the Republican, but pays little attention to merely political matters.

He was maried in 1882 to Miss Helena Hinze of Milwaukee, and they have two children—
Bruno and Herbert Nordberg.

JONES, D. Lloyd , recently a prominent lawyer of Stevens Point, but now of Milwaukee,
like many another worthy citizen of Wisconsin, is a native of Wales, the son of Edward
Jones, a land surveyor and farmer. His mother's name was Anna Maria Lloyd, a daughter
of David Lloyd. Both father and mother, as their names indicate, were Welsh. D. Lloyd
Jones was born in Graig Cottage, parish of Llanfair, Denbighshire, North Wales, October
9th, 1840. He was educated in 140

D. LLOYD JONES.

British and Foreign School at Ruthin and at a grammar school in Wrexham, North Wales.
Mr. Jones came to Wisconsin in June, 1858, first to Milwaukee, thence to Waukesha,
thence, in July, to his uncle, George Griffith, a farmer in the town of Eldorado, Found

du Lac county, where he remained for more than a year, engaged in work on the farm.
Leaving his uncle's employment he went to work on a farm near Fox Lake, Dodge county.
December 9th, 1861, he enlisted in the Union army, at Beaver Dam. He was in the battles
of Shiloh, Corinth, Atlanta, Bentonville, and numerous smaller engagements. July 21st,
1864, in the charge at Bald Hill, before Atlanta, he received a sever wound in the neck, but
remained with his regiment until the close of the war. During his service he rose from the
position of private to that of first sergeant, second lieutenant, first lieutenant and adjutant
of the regiment. In January, 1864, he re-enlisted with this regiment, and served with it
until it was mustered out of service, in July 1865. Since the war he has been an active
member of the Grand Army of the Republic, has been commander of the Stevens Point
post, judge advocate on the staff of Department Commander Upham, member of the
council of administration, Department of Wisconsin, and department commander.
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After the war Mr. Jones was appointed to a clerkship in the office of the state treasurer,
William E. Smith, and devoted all his spare time to the study of law, attended lectures in
the law department of the University of Wisconsin, and was admitted to the bar in June,
1871. Going to Stevens Point, he formed a law partnership with Hon. G. L. Park, which
continued until March, 1875, when Mr. Park was appointed judge of the Seventh Judicial
circuit. In 1876 Mr. Jones formed a partnership with A. W. Sanborn, under the firm name
of Jones & Sanborn; and, in 1886, Hon. G. W. Cate came into the firm, his name heading
it thereafter. This firm continued for almost ten years, when it was dissolved, and Mr.
Jones's son, Chauncey Lloyd Jones, became his partner, and continued so until the end
of the year. Mr. Jones then removed to Milwaukee and entered into partnership with W. C.
Williams and P. G. Lewis, the firm being Williams, Jones & Lewis. While in Stevens Point
Mr. Jones was engaged in nearly all the important litigation in that part of the state. The
principal criminal case which he assisted in defending was that of H. and J. D. Curran.

Mr. Jones has always been a Republican, but has not held any office except that of
alderman of the First ward of Stevens Point. During his occupancy of that position he
was president of the council. He is a Mason, has been master of Evergreen Lodge, No.
93; high priest of Forest Chapter, No. 34, R. A. M.; eminent commander of Crusade
Commandery, No. 14, K. T., all of Steven's Point. He was also elected, in 1891, grand
commander of K. T. for the state. In religion he is an Episcopalian.

He was married at Madison, Wisconsin, to Addie E. Purple, and they have a son,
Chauncey Lloyd, and a daughter, Grace Purple.

141

GREGORY, Charles Noble, an accomplished member of the Madison bar, professor

of law in the University of Wisconsin, an able writer on legal and social subjects and an
author of exceptional abilities in the field of general literature, is the son of the late Hon.
J. C. Gregory, a prominent lawyer of Madison, Wisconsin, who was for twenty-one years
the head of the firm of Gregory & Pinney, of which Mr. Justice Pinney of the Wisconsin
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supreme court was the other member. He was also major of Madison one term, twelve
years a regent of the University of Wisconsin, twice the candidate of his party for congress
and a delegate to and vice-president of the national convention of the Democratic party,
held at Cincinnati which nominated General Hancock for the presidency. J. C. Gregory
was born at his grandfather's house at Gregory Hill, Otsego county, N. Y. The family

are descended from John Gregory of Norwalk, Ct., who was the first of the name in that
community, and was for many years its representative in the general court of the colony.
They trace their descent for 600 years through the Gregorys of Nottingham from the
Gregorys of Highhurst, Lancashire, England.

Charles Noble Gregory's mother was Charlotte Caroline Camp of Owego, N. Y., whose
recollections go back to the founders of the nation. Among the ladies she knew in her
youth were Mrs. James Madison and Mrs. Alexander Hamilton; and she remembers being
brought into her mother's drawing-room, at the age of five years, to be presented to Gov.
DeWit Clinton. Mrs. Gregory's grandfather, Capt. Asaph Whittlesey, was killed at the head
of his company, at the massacre of Wyoming, in the revolutionary war; and Mrs. Gregory
is descended from Hon. Thos. Wells, fourth colonial governor of Connecticut and Hon.
Richard Treat, one of those to whom the famous charter of Connecticut was granted by
the king, and a brother of Gov. Robt. Treat, and from many other colonial worthies.

Charles Noble Gregory was born at Unadilla,
CHARLES NOBLE GREGORY.

Otsego county, N. Y., August 27th, 1851, and his education began at the Unadilla
Academy when four years old. After coming to Madison he studied in the public and
private schools, and entered the preparatory class of the University of Wisconsin, and
later the university, and completed the ancient classical course, graduating in 1871, taking
the honor of the Latin salutatory and the degree A. B. He was a member of the Athenean
Debating society and of the Psi Upsilon fraternity. Since graduating he has been orator,
secretary and treasurer and president of the Alumni association of the university.
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He studied law in the office of Gregory & Pinney, and in the College of Law, University of
Wisconsin, graduating from the latter with the degree of LL. B. in 1872. He then became
a member of the law firm of Gregory & Pinney, and later of Gregory, Bird & Gregory and
of Gregory & Gregory. After his father's death in 1892 he practiced alone in Madison for
some time. He served as alderman of Madison for three years, 1881, 1882 and 1883, and
was chairman of the water 142 works committee when the water works were completed,
and of the committee in charge when the first scheme of public sewers was adopted.

He was a member of the board of education of Madison, 1883, has been secretary of

the Madison Civil Service Reform association for many years, member of the general
committee of the National Civil Service Reform association, and is president of the
Wisconsin Civil Service Reform association. In 1894 he was elected by the regents of the
University of Wisconsin, professor of law and associate dean of the College of Law, and
has since given his entire time to the duties of those offices.

Among the most interesting cases with which he was connected when in the practice of his
profession were the will case of Ford vs. Ford, in which he represented Hamilton College,
as well as in controversies over the same will in courts of Michigan and Missouri, and the
murder case of French vs. the State, in which he procured a conviction and life sentence
to be set aside, on constitutional grounds.

Mr. Gregory's miscellaneous writings have appeared in The New York Nation, the
Independent, Little's Living Age, Overland Monthly, Outing, Old Scribner's Magazine,
Youth's Companion, Harper's Weekly, New York Evening Post, Life, and many other
publications; and his articles on legal topics in The Harvard Law Review, The American
Law Register and Review, The American Law Review, The London Law Times and the
publications of the American Bar association. He edited the Tariff Reform Advocate

in 1888, and he has given many addresses and published pamphlets especially on

legal education and the corrupt use of money in politics; and has, for some years, been
identified with the attempt to procure the passage of more stringent laws in Wisconsin on
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the later subject. He heard the debates in the English house of commons on the passage
of the Sir Henry James act against corrupt politics, and has, for years, advocated as
strong a law for Wisconsin, and procured bills therefor to be introduced into the legislature
for the past three sessions. He gave addresses, by invitation, before the National Civil
Service Reform association in New York, the World's Auxiliary Congress on Government
in Chicago, and in many other places on that subject. His pamphlets on this topic have
been considerable called for throughout this country, in Europe and even Japan.

Mr. Gregory is a Democrat, and, since 1896, a gold Democrat.

He is a member of the Sons of the American Revolution, curator of the Wisconsin

State Historical Society, one of the board of directors of the Madison Free Library, and
vestryman of Grace Episcopal church. His college degrees are A. M. and LL. B. He is an
Episcopalian, and is unmarried.

BARDON, Thomas, a prominent and substantial business man of Ashland, Wisconsin,

is the son of Richard and Mary Roche Bardon, who came to this country from Wexford,
Ireland, in 1844. The family, for a short time, resided in New York City, where the husband
and father worked at his trade of shoemaker, and then went on to Maysville, Mason
county, Kentucky, where Thomas, the second of seven children, was born October 22nd,
1848. In 1857 Richard Bardon moved with his family to Superior, Wisconsin, where he
subsequently became clerk of the circuit court of Douglas county, which office he held for
several years, and was county judge at the time of his death in 1889. He was a man of
strong character, a temperance advocate, disliked everything mean and low, had a fine
literary taste, and possessed one of the finest private libraries in Superior.

Thomas Bardon attended the common schools in Maysville and in Superior, and
graduated from the high school in the latter city in 1866. After leaving school, he was,
for a short time, connected with a local paper, and, in 1867, went out as chainman in an
143 engineering corps to make a preliminary survey for the Northern Pacific railroad.
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This occupation he followed for four years, rising through all the grades of the work and
finally reaching the position of division engineer. He has traveled on foot over the whole
region from Lake Superior to the Red and Missouri rivers, both ways, several times. In
1871 he was tendered, but declined, an important position in the land department of the
Northern Pacific company. In 1871 he resigned the position of division engineer of the
railroad, and the next year took up his residence in Ashland, where he taught school the
following winter. That he is a man of ability and character is shown by the fact that he was
chosen chairman of the town board before the city of Ashland was incorporated, and was
afterward president of the Chamber of Commerce and the Ashland National bank. He is

a director and large stockholder of other banks, the street railroad, the Gas company, the
Northern Grain Flour Mill company, and the Pulp Mill company. He is also a director in the
Minneapolis, St. Paul & Ashland Railroad company. He is vice-president of the Northern
Chief Iron company, a company owning the fee to valuable mines on the Gogebic range;
and he is also president of the Pioneer Iron company on the Vermillion range, north of
Duluth. This company is famous as having one of the largest highgrade ore deposits in the
world. He is president of the Ashland Sulphite Fiber company; and is at the head of the
firm of Bardon, Kellogg & Co., wholesale and retail grocers of Ashland. He also cultivates
240 acres of farming lands inside the city limits, and is one of the largest holders of real
estate, both improved and unimproved, in Ashland. Mr. Bardon has traveled extensively in
both the old and new worlds.

Politically, Mr. Bardon is what may be called a sound-money protective-tariff Democrat,
advocating a moderate system of protection. Though taking a lively interest in political
guestions, he is not a politician. He was a

THOMAS BARDON.

member of the Democratic state central committee, but resigned before the expiration of
his term. He has been a member of the city school board, was mayor of the city in 1896,
and re-elected in April, 1897.
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Mr. Bardon was married November 6th, 1884, to Miss Jennie Grant of Winona, Minnesota,
and two children have been born to them—Belle and Thomas, Jr. Mr. Bardon's two
brothers, James and John A., are prominent and wealthy business men and bankers of
Superior. Business success seems to be a characteristic of the family.

HYDE, Welcome, a resident of Appleton, Wisconsin, was born in Milton, Chittenden
county,Vermont, May 23rd, 1824. His parents, Eli and Mary Campbell Hyde, trace their
ancestors through several generations of New Englanders, among whom were men of
character and influence in the communities where they lived. Welcome Hyde passed his
early boyhood in his native state, but when eleven years of age, his father, who had been
a lumberman in the region about Lake Champlain, 144

WELCOME HYDE.

removed to Ohio, settling in the vicinity of Cleveland. Here the boy spent several years,
attending school and assisting his father in the work of the farm. He was a student in

the Rock River institute, at Mount Morris, lllinois, for a year, but his health failing, he left
the school, and in 1847 went into the pine woods of Wisconsin for the double purpose

of benefiting his health and improving his material prospects. Here he met and renewed
an acquaintance begun in the east with Philetus Sawyer. Mr. Sawyer, knowing him for a
young man of integrity and good judgment, employed him to locate pine lands for him, to
use the lumberman's and woodsman's phrase; and in this capacity he was long engaged,
locating, it is thought, something like a million acres. Mr. Hyde also selected pine lands
for himself, and in this way began what grew into a handsome fortune. He also invested
largely in city property, but city lots had no such financial potency as pine lands.

In February, 1862, Mr. Hyde raised a military company, for the defense of the Union, of
which he was chosen captain, and which became a part of the Seventeenth Wisconsin
infantry. He served with this company until September, 1862, when he was compelled to
resign him commission on account of ill-health and return home.
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He is a Republican, but not “for revenue,” for he has steadily refused all offices.

He is a close observer, fond of travel, and has been in nearly every state in the Union.

In this way he has gained a vast fund of information, and is an exceedingly agreeable
companion. He once made the circuit of Vancouver's Island in a canoe, looking at the pine
of that region. He is eminently a “self-made man,” and one who was in no sense spoiled in
the making, as not a few are.

Mr. Hyde was married, in 1848, to Miss Sarah Markley of Paris, lllinois. Their children are
F. M. Hyde, who is associated with his father in business; D. M. Hyde, who operates a
saw-mill and is a general merchant at Bear Creek, Wisconsin, and Frances, wife of James
Simpson, who died of consumption in November, 1893, leaving three children. She was a
noble, Christian woman, and her death was a source of unspeakable grief to her parents
and many friends. Mr. and Mrs. Hyde, as was their daughter, are consisted and active
members of the Presbyterian church, and Mr. Hyde has given liberally of his substance for
the support of every good cause.

CURRAN, James Aloysius, county judge of Crawford county, and an influential citizen

of Prairie du Chien, is a native of New York City, where he was born April 9th, 1836. His
parents, Bernard and Margaret Crawford Curran, were natives of County Down, Ireland,
where the father pursued his calling of weaver. Some after their marriage, they came to
this country, taking up their residence in New York City, where their son, James, received
his primary education. In March, 1849, the family removed to Prairie du Long township,
Monroe county, lll., and the father engaged in farming. The boy, at this time thirteen years
old, assisted his father in the 145 farm work and attended school as opportunity offered.
In this manner the time passed until 1858, when, at the age of twenty-two, he went to St.
Louis and entered the school of the Christian Brothers, where he studied a year. Returning
to his home in lllinois, he remained there until 1860, when he engaged in mercantile
business in Freedom, Ill. This he abandoned at the end of the year, when he obtained a
position with H. C. Jackson, a tobacconist of St. Louis, with whom he remained until 1863,
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in which year he took charge of the government herd of contraband cattle. After their sale
during the following winter, he returned to St. Louis, and thence to his father's farm, in the
vicinity of which he taught district schools for a member of years, finally going to Viroqua,
Wis., in 1869, where he obtained a clerkship in the store of N. McKie. In this position he
remained until 1873, when he took the management of a store for his employer at Rising
Sun, Wis., and in connection with it held the position of postmaster of the village. In 1877
he resigned his position in the store and engaged in the hotel business, retaining the
postmastership. In 1889, having been elected clerk of the Circuit court of Crawford county,
he removed to Prairie du Chien, which has since been his home. He was re-elected in
1891, and, upon the expiration of his second term, he was elected county judge for the
term of four years, beginning in January, 1894, and was re-elected in April, 1897.

Judge Curran is a thorough Republican in his political views and affiliation, and before his
election to the office of county judge held several local offices. He is a scholarly man and
speaks the German and Norwegian languages fluently.

The Judge was married in 1876 to Miss Margaret McCoy, of Franklin, Vernon county, and
they have five children, namely: Wm. Constantine, Edna E., Mary Rosa, Ellen and Arthur
Bernard.

A devout member of the Catholic church, a man of unquestionable honor and integrity,
possessed of great energy and a perseverance

JAMES ALOYSIUS CURRAN.

that yields to nothing short of the impossible, he has made his own way in the world, and is
fairly entitled to the honors and the respect which he has achieved.

TOURTELLOTTE, Mills, resides at La Crosse, where he is a practicing lawyer. He is the
son of M. L. and Louise C. Tourtellotte, both natives of Windham county, Connecticut.
His father was a farmer. The late Col. John E. Tourtellotte, who was a member of

Gen. Sherman's staff from January 1st, 1871, to February 8th, 1884, was an uncle of
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Mills Tourtellotte, and died in La Crosse, July 22nd, 1891, and is buried in the National
cemetery at Arlington, Va. Mr. Tourtellotte's father and mother both died at La Crosse,
the former in April, 1894, and the latter in April, 1892. The first of the family in this country
came from France in 1660, settling in Rhode Island, his descendants spreading into
Connecticut and Massachusetts, and in Holyoke, in the latter state, Mills Tourtellotte was
born, August 31st, 1853. When he was two years of age the family removed to La Crosse
county, 146

MILLS TOURTELLOTTE.

Wisconsin, where Mr. Tourtellotte's father bought a large tract of land at West Salem, and
was one of the founders of that village. Mills Tourtellotte was educated at the University of
Wisconsin, graduating in the law class of 1875. In June of the same year he was admitted
to the bar in Madison; and, going to La Crosse immediately thereafter, he opened an office
and began the practice of law, soon becoming associated with William E. Howe, also a
graduate of the university, under the firm name of Howe & Tourtellotte. This partnership
continued until 1881, when it was dissolved, and Mr. Tourtellotte practiced alone until
1885. The firm of Bleckman, Tourtellotte & Bloomingdale was then formed, and continued
for five years.

Mr. Tourtellotte has been successful in his professional career, and has acquired the
esteem and confidence of his fellow citizens, especially those who control large industries
centered in La Crosse, for whom he is attorney and whose legal business he has long
transacted. To this kind of business he has devoted the greater part of his time, rarely
engaging in general practice, but confining himself almost exclusively to the duties of
consulting counsel. He is the owner of a stock and dairy farm of five hundred acres, at
Middle Ridge, La Crosse county, in which he takes great interest, and where he raises fine
stock and makes choice butter.

In politics Mr. Tourtellotte is a Republican, taking deep interest in party questions and
campaigns, but has no ambition for office.
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Domestic in his taste, he may generally be found at home when not professionally
engaged. He was married, in 1878, to Miss Lillie Woodbury of Boston, the only child of the
late Capt. W. W. Woodbury of that city, who served in the Union army in the recent war,
and who died in 1891. Mr. and Mrs. Tourtellotte have four children—one daughter and
three sons.

The family are attendants at the Episcopal church.

Mr. Tourtellotte has one brother living, John F., a practicing attorney in Denver, Colorado,
and a sister, Miss M. L. C. Tourtellotte, who resides in Paris.

OLIN, John M., one of Madison's most accomplished lawyers, is the son of Nathaniel
Green Olin, a well-to-do farmer, who lived near Bellville, Ohio, where he died in 1881. He
was a native of Vermont, and there he married his wife, Phoebe Roberts, and there they
lived for several years, before removing to Ohio. Mr. Olin's maternal uncle, Daniel Roberts,
a resident of Burlington, Vermont, is one of the leading lawyers of the state, and the author
of Roberts' Digest of the Vermont Reports. One of his paternal uncles, Abram G. Olin, was
a member of congress for three terms from New York, from the district including Troy, and
upon the close of his third term, was appointed by President Lincoln one of the judges of
the supreme court of the District of Columbia, and held that position until his death.

John M. Olin was born at Lexington, Ohio, July 10th, 1851. A farmer's boy, he had, up
147 to the age of fourteen, only such educational facilities as the district school afforded,
occupying but three months each winter. During the next two years he attended the village
school at Bellville, Ohio, and then went to a fitting academy, for a year, and after that to
the preparatory department of Oberlin College. Having completed his preparatory studies,
he entered the ancient classical course of the academic department. After completing

the freshman year, he left Oberlin, and, in the fall of 1869, entered Williams College.
While a student there he won the first prize in history, and was an active member of the
Philologian Debating society. He graduated in 1873, and was appointed to deliver one of
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the philosophical orations at commencement. In the senior year, he was chosen a member
of the Phi Beta Kappa society, the members of which are selected solely on the ground

of scholarship, and, at Williams, are selected by the faculty. After graduation, Mr. Olin
taught school at Bellville for two terms, when he resigned to become principal of the city
schools of Mansfield, and while there began the study of law. Meanwhile, Dr. Bascom,
who had been one of his professors at Williams College, had been made president of the
University of Wisconsin, and offered him the position of instructor in the department of
rhetoric and oratory, upon which he entered in the fall of 1874, and in which he remained
until June, 1878. In the fall of that year he entered the law department of the university,
and graduated therefrom in June, 1879. Mr. Olin was thus equipped, so far as young man
without much ready money could be, for entering upon the work of his chosen profession.
Looking about for a suitable opportunity and a partner, he found the former in Madison
and the latter in Lars J. Grinde, a young Norwegian lawyer, possessing practical ability

of a high order, an extended acquaintance and some practical experience gained in the
office of county judge at Madison. A partnership was formed under the firm name of Olin &
Grinde. Clients came at once, and soon the

JOHN M. OLIN.

firm had all the work it could do. The partnership continued until the death of Mr. Grinde, in
1881, after which Mr. Olin practiced alone until 1892, since which time Harry L. Butler has
been associated with him as his parther—a young lawyer of decided ability and promise

in his profession. Through his thorough knowledge of the law, his industry in the study

and preparation of his cases, and his rapidity in his work, Mr. Olin has made exceptional
progress in his profession, and has acquired a recognized standing as a lawyer throughout
the state, his career often receiving the favorable comment of bench and bar.

As a citizen, he is public-spirited, and has devoted much time and thought to the promotion
of local improvements, notably the beautiful Mendota drive. Recently there has been
appointed a park commission for Madison, and Mr. Olin has been chosen its president.
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It is not too much to expect, therefore, that the commission will render the city very
satisfactory service.

Mr. Olin was married June 14th, 1880, to Miss Helen M. Remington of Baraboo, Wis.
148

In December, 1885, he became a professor in the law department of the university, but
went out with President Bascom in June, 1887. In January, 1892, however, he again
became connected with the law school, and is now professor of wills, tort and real
property, and is making a fine record as an instructor.

Although at present giving no attention to politics, Mr. Olin was, in 1884, a candidate

for congress on the Prohibition ticket in the Third district, and was the party nominee for
governor in 1886, receiving the largest vote ever given for any Prohibition candidate in
the state. In 1888, at the National Prohibition convention at Indianapolis, he threw all his
energy into a successful attempt to prevent the Prohibition party from making the mistake
of subscribing to various reform movements in no way connected with prohibition. Since
that time he has had nothing to do with politics. At the last presidential election he voted
the Republican ticket throughout.

VAN SLYKE, Napoleon Bonaparte, a leading banker and prominent citizen of Madison,

is the son of Daniel Van Style, who was born in 1800, and died in 1831. He was an
accomplished civil engineer, and was engaged in many public improvements, such as the
“Lower Aqueduct of the Erie, Cana,” the “Deep Cut” in the Delaware and Hudson canal,
the Savannah and Ogeechee ship canal connecting those rivers, and the Chesapeake and
Ohio canal from Georgetown to Harper's Ferry, of which, when constructed, he was the
first superintendent. His wife was Miss Laura Mears, daughter of James and Lois Mears.
She was born February 14th, 1804, and died December 20th, 1842.

N. B. Van Slyke, the subject of this sketch, was born in Saratoga county, New York,
December 21st, 1822. He was educated in the common and academic schools, in which,
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he says, there was more work and less play and better influences for the formation of
character than in those of the present day. After leaving school he was engaged for

five or six years in farm work, then in manufacturing and in the wholesale salt trade in
Syracuse, New York. Shipping goods through the great lakes first called his attention to
the commercial and industrial possibilities of the northwest, and, in the spring of 1853, he
removed to Wisconsin, and settled in Madison, where he engaged in banking, first under
the firm name of Richardson & Van Slyke. In 1854, was organized the Dane County bank,
at Madison, with Levi B. Vilas, father of the ex-United States senator,as president, ex-
Governor Leonard J. Farwell, as vice-president, and N. B. Van Slyke, as cashier. The
ex-senator was then the messenger boy. Subsequently, Timothy Brown, from Syracuse,
became cashier, and Mr. Van Slyke took the position of president. In 1864 this bank was
reorganized as the First National Bank of Madison, of which, for the past thirty years, he
has been president, and he still keeps in the working harness.

He was a member of the common council which first organized the city government

of Madison, in 1856, and one of the only two remaining charter members of the State
Historical society of Wisconsin, the library of which then consisted of less than one
hundred volumes; but the society has now attained a very high rank among institutions
of its kind. He has, for many years, been one of its curators, and is now chairman of its
financial committee.

When, in 1866, the Wisconsin state university was reorganized, with the department of
agriculture added, he was one of the regents, serving four successive terms—twelve
years, during most of which time he was chairman of its executive committee.

At a convention of bankers, held at Saratoga Springs, in 1875, he conceived the idea

of organizing a permanent body, and introduced the resolution founding the American
Banker's association, and has been a member of its executive council, and an efficient and
valued worker in that body of financiers. He 149 was the first president of the Wisconsin
State Banker's association.
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Mr. Van Slyke's war record is of a business more than a soldierly character. During

the first year of the war, when the several states were required to provide for their own
volunteers, he was assistant quartermaster-general of the state until January, 1862,
when the general government took all furnishings in charge, and a depot of supplies was
established at Madison. The former assistant quartermaster-general of the state was then
transferred to duty for the quartermaster's department of the United States government,
with authority from Washington direct to provide all clothing, camp and garrison equip-
age, quartermasters' stores and transportation of material and troops for Wisconsin
soldiers, which he did independently of any ranking officer elsewhere, reporting only

to the quartermaster-general of the United States army. His rank was that of assistant
guartermaster, which office he held until he close of the war, when he was mustered out
with the brevet rank of lieutenant-colonel, and is now a member of the Loyal Legion.

He has no strong party affiliations, and with the exception of the position of postmaster,
which he held under the administration of President Polk, he has never held a political
office. Though an ardent advocate of “sound money,” as represented by the gold standard,
and a firm believer in a tariff that will produce revenue sufficient for the purposes of the
government, he is opposed to that for the protection of any one class more than another.
He is a member of the Reform club of New York, whose greatest work is for “sound
money,” and he has occasionally contributed articles in support of this principle. In religion
he is an agnostic.

Mr. Van Slyke was married, in 1844, to Laura, daughter of Judge Elisha W. Sheldon
of New York, by whom he had a daughter, Laura, now Mrs. Hawley and a son, E. W.
Sheldon Van Slyke. This lady died many years ago, and he married Annie, daughter of

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE VAN SLYKE.
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Cooper Corbett of Corbettsville, New York, who has borne him two children, Maie, who
married Dr. John M. Dodson, and died in 1887, and James M., who is married and has
three children. Through his surviving daughter, Laura, he was a great-grandson.

For more than forty years Mr. Van Slyke has been a resident of Madison, Wisconsin, and
those who have been familiar with the intelligent, public-spirited and honorable manner in
which he has fulfilled all the duties of citizen, will wish him many more years of active life.

HILL, Warren Brown, M. D., who resides, at 186 North avenue, Milwaukee, is the son of
Avery Hill, who was by occupation a builder, and one of the largest contractors in the early
days of Milwaukee. He, with his partner, Mr. Rudd, built the old depot of the Milwaukee

& La Crosse railroad, which stood on the corner of Chestnut and Third streets, and

many other of the early important buildings. He was an influential member of the original
volunteer fire department; and, in many other respects, was a notable citizen, 150

WARREN BROWN HILL.

impressing his personality upon those with whom he had to do, and contributing much
toward shaping affairs in those beginnings of the city. Dr. Hill's mother was Angeline L.
Brown who came to Milwaukee with her parents in 1835, and was one of the first white
children, as her mother was the first white woman to live in what was then a mere pioneer
settlement. She is still alive, and the whole progress of the city, from the time it was an
Indian camp to the present, comes within her recollection. Her father's name was Samuel
Brown, who was one of the most prominent of the early settlers in Milwaukee. In ante-
bellum days he was an ardent abolitionists, and is said to have been connected with
underground railroads.

Dr. Hill was born in Milwaukee, and was educated in the common and the high schools of
the city; and, at the age of sixteen, moved to lowa, where he began his career as a school
teacher when but eighteen, and at the same time commenced the study of medicine. At
the age of twenty he went to Colorado, to work on the Denver & Rio Grande railroad, in
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the capacity of a surveyor. After some time spent in this work, he returned to northern lowa
and resumed his vocation as a teacher, continuing there until 1889, when he removed
with his family to Baltimore, for the purpose of completing his studies in medicine, in the
medical department of the Baltimore university. From this institution he graduated in the
spring of 1892, and in August thereafter he returned to his native city to begin the practice
of his profession. Soon after establishing himself in Milwaukee he was elected a member
of the Brainard Medical society; and he was one of the physicians who united, in 1892, in
the organization of the Practitioners' Society of Milwaukee. In 1893 he became a member
of the American Medical association; was elected secretary of the section materia,
pharmacy and therapeutics of that body, in 1895, and in 1896 was elected chairman of the
section. He has been an active member of the State Medical society since 1893; and he
is, also, a member of the Fox River and the Northwestern Medical societies. In 1894, when
the Milwaukee Medical College was organized, he was chosen secretary of the board of
directors, and elected to the chair of material medica and therapeutics, which position he
has held ever since.

BROWN, William Augustus, one of the stirring and successful young business men of
the thriving city of Marinette, is the son of Augustus C. Brown, who was at different times
engaged in the lumber, mining and banking business, in all of which he was eminently
successful. He was the son of William and Lucy Brown, was born in Fort Ann, N. Y., in
1834, and died in 1890, leaving a large fortune. He married Permilia A. Gould, the sixth
daughter of Oliver and Lydia Gould, who was born in the town of Dutton, Penobscott
county, Maine, in 1833. The Goulds were prominent and highly respected people in
eastern Maine.

W. A. Brown, together with his twin brother, Charles S. Brown, was born in Marinette, 151
Wis., on the 9th of September, 1864. His education was begun in the public schools of
Marinette and continued in Lake Forest University through the years 1879-80-81. Leaving
the university in his junior year, he learned the trade of machinist, after completing which
he worked some years in the Marinette Iron works—an admirable experience for a young
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man—and then took the position of book-keeper in the Stephenson National bank. In 1890
he bought a majority of the stock of the Marinette Soap Co., and has been the president
and manager of that organization up to the present time. In 1897 he assisted in organizing
the Smith, Thorndike & Co. of Milwaukee and Marinette, successors to Mendel, Smith &
Co., one of the oldest and largest importers and wholesale grocery houses in Wisconsin.
Recognizing his executive ability and keen business foresight, the stockholders honored
him by making his vice-president of the company and manager of the Marinette branch of
the business. He is largely interested in mining and is also a director in the Stephenson
national bank of Marinette, and the First National bank of Menominee, Mich., and a
stockholder in the National Exchange bank of Milwaukee.

In politics Mr. Brown has been a Republican since attaining his majority. He is chairman

of the Marinette county Republican committee, a member of the Republican state central
committee, and is recognized as one of the bright young leaders of his party in the state.
He is one of the regent of the state normal schools of Wisconsin, having been appointed in
1859. He was chief consul of the Wisconsin L. A. W., 1859-6.

He is a member of Olive Branch Lodge, No. 250, F & A. M.,; Marinette Chapter, No. 57, R.
A. M., Marinette Commandery, K. T.; Wisconsin Consistory; Saladin Temple, A. A. O. N.
M. S., and of the Grand Rapids, Mich., Shrine. He is also a member of Marinette Lodge,
No. 72, K. of P., and of the Milwaukee club.

WILLIAM AUGUSTUS BROWN.

He is not a member of any religious organization, but his family attend the Presbyterian
church.

Mr. Brown was married, in 188, to Miss Grace Wright, daughter of Dr. Isaac and Rachel
Wright of Neenah, Wis. | our children have been born of this union—Florence, A. C., Irene
and William Walker.
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BRUNCKEN, Ernest Theodore John, assistant city attorney of Milwaukee, is the son of a
land owner or gentleman farmer at Feldhausen, Grand Duchy of Oldenburg, germany, who
was in easy financial circumstances until he lost his fortune through business reverses. Mr.
Bruncken's mother, whose maiden hame was Anna Betty Schaer, had some literary ability,
published some sketches in low german, and also a book, in German, on household
matters, entitled “Die Hausfrau, Gattin und Mutter"—(The Housewife, Wife and Mother).
His father's family were land-holders from time immemorial in the Friesian territory of
Budjahdingen, on the shore of the German ocean in the Grand 152

ERNEST THEODORE JOHN BRUNCKEN.

Duchy of Oldenburg. Ernest Bruncken's great-grandfather was conspicuous during the
Napoleonic invasion of Germany as head of an organization for evading the prohibition

of the importation of goods from England and her colonies which was imposed upon
Germany by the French. This kind of smuggling was considered at the time as patriotic
as it was profitable. Mr. Bruncken's grandfather on his mother's side was a native of the
province of Hanover, and in the war of liberation, in 1813, served as an officer in the
celebrated “Freicorps” of Luetzow. After the war he settled in Bremen, and soon after was
appointed to high office in that city, which he held the remainder of his life.

Ernest Bruncken was born in Feldhausen, parish of Langwarden, Oldenburg, Germany,
on the 16th of February, 1863. He took a course at the gymnasium at Eisenach, Thuringia,
Germany. In 1878 he came with his parents to Milwaukee, and went to work in a printing
office, first in Milwaukee, then in Medford, Wisconsin. He next took up newspaper work

in Chicago, and afterward on the Evening Wisconsin in Milwaukee, studying law at the
same time, during his spare hours. In 1891 he passed the required examinations and was
admitted to practice. In 1895 he was appointed assistant city attorney, and that position he
now holds.

He has always been a Republican in politics, has taken an active part in the local
campaigns since 1888, has spoken extensively in Republican meetings, has been a
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delegate to many conventions, including the state convention in 1896, where he seconded
the nomination of Emil Baensch for governor.

He is a Mason, a Turner, member of the Parkman club, Wisconsin Historical society,
Wisconsin Academy of Science and the American Historical association. He is also a
member of the Grand Avenue Congregational church.

December 28th, 1893, he was married to Miss Emma Nohl of Milwaukee, and they have
one child.

Mr. Bruncken has a decided taste for literature, especially of a historical nature, has
published a number of historical papers in magazines, and is nhow working on a book of a
more extensive character. There is a promising future before him which he will doubtless
realize.

MONAHAN, James Gideon, was born on a farm in the town of Willow Springs, four
miles north of Darlington, La Fayette county, Wisconsin, January 12th, 1855. His father,
Joseph Monahan, was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, in 1822, the youngest son
of John Monahan, who came from county Monaghan, Ireland, in 1798, he being the son
of William Monahan, whose wife was Miss Mary Murdock, a daughter of John Murdock,
who taught Robert Burns to read and write. John Monahan settled in Pennsylvania and
married Elizabeth Stitt, the daughter of a German father and a Scotch mother. The fruit
of this union was a family of five sons and three daughters. The Monahan family left
Pennsylvania in 1839, and moved first to 153 Kentucky, thence to Indiana, thence to
lllinois, and reached the lead regions of Wisconsin in 1843. They purchased land and
began to follow agriculture, which, as a rule, was the life occupation of all the brothers.
In 1852 Joseph Monahan was united in marriage to Miss Nancy, the eldest daughter of
Elias and Elizabeth Pilling, who had come from England to Wisconsin in 1830. Mrs. Pilling,
assisted by Mrs. Lucy Ray, organized and conducted, in a log school-house in Willow
Springs, the first Methodist Sunday school ever held in the then territory of Wisconsin.
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